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PREFACE. 



The writer of the ensuing pages, in addressing 
them more especially to his brethren in religious 
profession, feels called upon to acknowledge, 
that it is not until after many and long-continued 
exercises borne in private, concerning the things 
treated of, that he has been led in this manner 
to bring fchem before their view. 

On returning home from the Yearly Meeting 
of I860, at which a revised list of Queries and 
General Advices was adopted and given forth, 
a weighty and solemn sense of duty was sealed 
upon his mind to give up the time needful, for a 
special and close examination of the facts and 
causes of the changes then made; especially, 
also, as the Book of Discipline was about to be 
revised for a new edition in the course of the 
following year. 

The responsibility and solemnity of the work 
were, however, felt to be so great, that it was 
put off from time to time, until the burden 



increased more and more, attended at intervals 
with much prostration of bodily strength. But 
through the continued gracious dealings of 
Divine Providence, (it being known to Him, 
before whom all hearts are open, that direct 
unwillingness was not the cause of its detention,) 
a way was opened for free communication with 
a few faithful Friends, who had long been 
deeply exercised and burdened in spirit with 
regard to the same things. 

And at a Meeting held by some of these, which 
took place in London in the autumn of last 
year, additional strength and encouragement 
were derived to proceed with the work; — the 
object thereof being to exhibit, in a plain and 
consecutive form, the degenerate tendency and 
character of the generality of those changes, 
both hi Doctrine and Discipline, which have 
been suffered to take place hi our religious 
Society. 

Accordingly, at the next Meeting or Confer- 
ence of Friends, which was held in Manchester, 
OS the 2nd and 3rd of the Third Month in the 
present year, the First part of the ensuing 
treatise was produced in manuscript and read. 
The Second and concluding part was read in like 
manner at another Meeting, held in Birmingham, 



on the 9th and 10th of the Sixth Mouth following. 
On both occasions, the concern of the writer 
was feelingly united with by those present; some 
of the particulars treated of were specially 
considered ; and in the solid persuasion that 
the cause of Truth required it, the publication 
of the document was cordially encouraged. But 
before its final issue, and at the recommendation 
of those meetings, the whole has been submitted 
to a few Friends for their private examination 
and care. 

It may he regarded by many as an act of 
presumption, on the part of individual Friends, 
in tins manner to review the deliberate conclu- 
sions of the Yearly Meeting ; and truly it would 
be so, had the Yearly Meeting remained faithful 
in the line of Divine appointment, and not 
tamed aside from sound doctrine. But as the 
case is, individual responsibility becomes pain- 
fully increased ; and it specially behoves every 
faithful member to he upon the watch, both for 
the common good, and for the safety of his own 
standing and integrity in the truth. 

It is out of a deep and sorrowful conviction, 
that the original and true principles of our 
Christian profession have been departed from, 
in many of the recent issues on behalf of the 



Society, — and with an unfeigned regard for the 
good order of the Discipline, as it once was 
amongst us, that the following pages have been 
written. 

In a measure also of that love which seeks 
the good of all, the injury of none,— which has 
its rejoicing in the prosperity of Truth, hut 
which finds a cause of suffering in every devia- 
tion from the Lord's commandments, — they are 
now commended to His Divine disposal, and to 
the favourable reading and serious consideration 
of all those, who feel a living interest therein. 



Moorland Road, 

Leeds, 8th Month, 1864 
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In approaching the examination of the various changes, 
radical and lews important, which have recently been made 
in the Discipline of the Religious Society of Friends in this 
country, — in order to bring into view such as are believed to 
be of a degenerate tendency,— it will be needful to recal in 
the first place a few historical facta which have a close 
relation thereto. 

At the Yearly Meeting of 1850, a proposition was brought 
up from one of the Quarterly Meetings, to allow the setting 
up of gravestones in the burial grounds of Friends; or, rather, . 
to advise with the Yearly Meeting with regard to some 
which had been erected in the county of Norfolk. The 
deliberation and issue of this question was attended with 
circumstances which formed it into an alarming precedent 
for future occasions of like kind. The extraordinary haste, 
almost wilfulness, with which it was pressed on the Meeting's 
acceptance; — the plea of upholding our ancient testimony, 
whilst laying a worm at the root; — the issue of a decision, in 
contravention of the wholesome usage of waiting on the Lord 
for a united sense in His peaceable wisdom, that, as a Meeting, 
we were doing that which was right; — the permissive {conse- 
quently assuming) character of the minute which was adopted; 
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— all went to allow that a serious change for the worse 
big upon the Eeligious Society of Friends, in 
' both of considering and also of issuing the 
weighty afl&irs, that from time to time must needs come 
before thorn. 

This same course of fiction was again and again exemplified 
during the succeeding few years; especially iu the issue of 
the question of "lay impropriate tithes" (liSiiS to 1855); in 
the acknowledgment as bietlireii in unity, of a separatist body 
in Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, in 1855; and the conse- 
quent disownment as such, of those from whom they hud 
withdrawn; not one year being given to try the true merits of 
the case. Again, in 1856, 1857, and 1858, when the 
Marriage Regulations were brought under notice, with a pro- 
position from Yorkshire, to allow the solemnization in our 
Meetings for Worship of the marriage of those who only 
"profess" with Friends; the majority qfvoioea was permitted 
to guide the conclusion, and a decision made, notwithstanding ■ 
many consistent Friends wen; otherwise persuaded thereon. 

These questions came up before the Yearly Meeting for 
deliberation in the usual manner; but in that which was 
held in 1858, at the suggestion of an individual member, 
supported by a few others, an important matter was taken 
on minute and made an open question of, which, though 
small at the beginning, has indeed bn.iiglit the Society uiany 
steps further downwarils towards dissolution and decay. 
Objection was thus raised by a few members then in at- 
tendance, to the eonelnding clause of the Fourth Query: "and 
in plainrtess oj' tjMvcli, Miut'ioni; tu/.d epparel." It was urged 
in support of this objection, that a formal or conventional 
meaning laid become a.llailied to these words, which was 
unfavourable to the principle intended by them. The largo 
amount of exceptions reported from the Quarterly J~ 
as to the fail.] i fulness of Friends in these respects, \ 
availed of to press upon the Yearly Meeting, the revision of 
the Query itself, with the view of altering or omitting the 
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clause, uow specially objected to. Instead of dwelling under 
a just and humbling sense before the Lord, of the increasing 
defection on the part of our members in regard to this 
Query, and labouring throiiLdi Diviue assistance, for a true 
reformation, the Yearly Meeting wan induced to listen to 
the specious arguments advanced aL^inst the continuance of 
the enquiry, which brought these things into notice: and 
hence, though contrary to usage, tin: proposal was there and 
then entertained at the presentation, as aforesaid, of individual 
members. The construction of the Query waa committed 
for revision " to the Meeting fir Sufferings, in conjunction 
with representatives from the Quarterly Meetings, as pre- 
viously arranged on the proposition from Yorkshire, on the 
marriage regulations: to report to a future meeting." 

This proved to lie, an might 1 >e expected, like the taking of 
a kingdom, in its remote or More exposed parts ; and opened 
the way, not only to the relaxing of our acknowledged and 
well-known testimonies, to " plainness of speech, behaviour 
and apparel ; " but also for a much more extended revision 
and alteration of the Queries, General Advices, and Rules of 
Discipline, than was apparent at that time. 

In the 11th Month of the same year about three hundred 
Friends met together in conference in London, ou the two sub- 
jects thus committed to them ; and though not present (o 
witness it, I believe it may he stilted, tlmt without, attaining 
unanimity or concwreiic<> nfmiud tIic;n:o>i, yen, after much dis- 
unity therewith had been t:.cjireswd, a conclusion was recorded, 
recom mending the Yearly Meeting to expunge the latter 
part of the Fourth Query; at the same time professing a 
desire that the change proposed '■ may in no wise weaken 
our testimony to Christian simplicity and moderation, and 
against a conformity with the vam customs and fashions of 
the world." 

How ill becoming, and how little availing, was the 
expression of this desire in connection with such a deed, 
the sequel of our history has abundantly proved. 



The report of the Conference on this question being 
brought to the Yearly Meeting of 1859, involved that 
meeting in renewed deliberation and disomnion for the moat 
part of three sittings ; when, still failing by a. conspicuous 
want of unanimity from being adopted, it was kept moving 
forward, by being referred to the care of another and smaller 
committee. This committer h;ul been set apart the previous 
year, to consider whether the existing arrangements for eon- 
ducting the business of the Yearly Meeting were susceptible 
of any improvement; who reported: — 

"That they haves devoted ranch time and attention to the various 
important mai&n included in the emu] u-fliensLve subjects referred 
to them," &c, concluding, "their attention lias been especially 
turned to the mode in which the. answers to the Queries are 
brought «p to the Yearly Meeting. The consideration of this 
subject ban iutr. ■.hiccl the wmiuiilti-r into a n.uvfid review of the 
Queries themselves; and the result has been, that they have con- 
cluded to propose to the Yearly Miictiiisj tin; propriety of its 
adopting measures fur their judicious revision. 

This anbject ia of .in imjxjrtant a ebaractrv. and s.. largely affects 

the proceedings and arran^i-nii'iili of tin.' Yearly Meeting, that 

the committee have concluded not to submit any further proposals 

at the present time." 

After the reading of this Report, it was proposed in the 

Yearly Meeting, and finally concluded, to submit to the care 

of this game committee, the general revision of the whole 

of the Queries, including the Fourth. They were also left 

at liberty to suggest any alterations they may deem desirable 

ill the General Advices, and also in the Advices to Ministers 

and Elders: to report to the next V curly Meeting. For the 

final Report of this Committee, see the "Extracts from the 

Minutes and Proceedings of the Yearly Meeting" of 1860, 

where it is embodied at length. 

Six several sittings of that Yearly Meeting were occupied 

with the particulars of this Report, in so far as they related 

to the Queries and Advices; and witli a few alterations they 

were adopted. That part of the Report which related to the 

rangements for conducting the business of the Yearly 
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Meeting, was deferred for another year ; and, inasmuch as 
the Queries have ever been as indicators, or as eyes, to the 
different branches of our Christian calling and discipline) 
the reader of these pages will be prepared to find, that at 
a subsequent sitting of the same Yearly Meeting, which 
adopted an altered and revised list of them, provision was 
made for revising also the whole of the book in which they 
are contained. The following minute was accordingly 
adopted : — 

"The subject of a revision of the Book nf Discipline with a view 
to the printing of ;i new tuition, lias been ninlor o>n-uk-r.iti'>u ut 
this time. It ia referred to tin' Mtetins; for Sufferings, iu conjunc- 
tion with ouo or more ivpiTSfiifcitivi!!!, to be appuiiitod by the 

soveral Quarterly Meetings, to undertake such revision for the 

approval of this Meeting, and re]Tort when prepared. Such 
conffcrtnet to lake jil:icc: on Third Jny, On- _7th of the Eleventh 
Month next, in London." 
The Conference of Friends, as thus appointed, was held in 
London at the time named ; and niter being occupied for 
about a week, was resumed in the Becniid Mouth of 1861; 
and at the Yearly Meeting in the Fifth Month their report 
was presented; {see "Extracts from the Minutes and Pro- 
ceedings," pages '21 to 30). 

With but little exception, the various alterations, omissions, 
and additions proposed, were adopted by the Yearly 
Meeting: — and the result published iu the autumn of the 
same year, in the Book entitled " Extracts from the Minutes 
and Epistles of the Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society 
of Friends, held in London, from its first institution to the 
present time, relating to Christian Doctrine, Practice, and 
Discipline." 

Having thus premised the foregoing historical facts, and 
in now proceeding to the examination of the Book above- 
named, with the view of proving whether the Doctrine, 
Practice, and Discipline, of our Christian profession, are 
thereby invalidated or upheld, it lias seemed best to the 
writer, to bring first under notice, the several Queries con- 




taiued in the preceding edition, with an occasional reference 
to the edition of 1802; to compare them with those now in 
use; and in connection with each puilkului- Query, to bring 
forward such omissions or alterations as have a near relation 
to the subjects of it. After these are gone through, some 
observations will be called fin- iv*pectiii£ the General Advices, 
and the new minutes and extracts in traduced by the Revising 
Committee. 






NOTE TO THE READER. 

The References given in the ensuing Treatise to the Edition of 
1834, will generally be in the manner of the Index of that volume. 
The Edition of ISfi], Ijcijii: issued both in a quarto and in an octavo 
form, the pages of each will be .given— those of the quarto volume 
always first. 

But, as an octavo "iiii]iu\vil edition '' was issued in 1863, in 
which the paging is different from that of 1801, (he following Table 
will prove convenient to such readers as only possess the one last 
published : — 
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THE REVISED 
QUERIES, RULES, AND ADVICES, 



THE FIRST QUERY. 

In the two previous editions of the Rules of Discipline, 
The First Query was: — 

" Are Meeting fur \Vnrslji]> ;uxl l>i.-;i'l|>!irn:' k' |it up, und do Friends 
attend them duly, and nt the time ;L|ip"iuk'(L; and do they avoid 
all imlw-C' iniinj l,uh;iviiiiir therein*" 

and is now altered as under: — 

" Are your Meetings for Worship regularly held? Do friends attend 

them duly, and at the time appointed?" 
With regard to the new version of this Query, besides the 
omission of Meetings for Discipline, to which all the Queries 
are addressed, there is the substitution of "regularly held" 
for the words, "kept up." Though these are much synony- 
mous, there is a sense and meaning attached to the latter, 
which is not implied in the former, having reference to the 
right authority and origiual character of those meetings; in 
accordance with the excellent counsel from the Yearly 
Meeting of 1700. See page lll-{3), and New Books 174 and 
160. 



THE QUERIES, RUIJ:3, ETC., 

"Keep all your meetings, as well as those foi good i>rder, charity 
and Christian discipline, as those set apart entirely for the worship 
of God, in his love, and in the name, power, and peaceable 
spirit of his dear Son Jeans Christ, which is the alone true 
authority of nil 



Now if, as is already the ease in a few places, it were to 
become the custom to read a portion of Scripture in Meetings 
for Worship, or to institute any other prepared or artificial 
service, it is plain, that, in answering this Query, it could be 
more easily said, "our Meetings for Worship are regularly 
held," than that they are "kept up;" — the change of character 
which had taken place would also be lost sight of. This 
slight-looking alteration, moreover, becomes the more im- 
portant, as there is now no enquiry respecting unbecoming 
behaviour ; a part of the Query, which considered alone, there 
seemed to be less need of, than might have been the case at 
some former times. 

Iu connection with this Query, the following are noted as 
the principal omissions which have been made from the 
general body of the "Rules of Discipline with Advices:" — 

Pages 104 (4) ; 148 (2) ; 150 (8, and parts of 7) ; 152 (12) J 153 (14) ; 
154 (16); 155(17);15G (10); from the Supplement, pages 363-4 
(20); 365(21, 22); aud 366 (23) except one sentence, which is 
transferred to New Book, pages 25 and 28. 

Of these, the more important are paragraphs 2, 4, 12, iind 
14. There is also a paragraph, page 104 (2) iu which an altera- 
tion has been made from the words "First-day and Week- 
day Meetings," to the terra " Public Worship ;'' — which 
betrays the remainder of the context by making general to 
all persuasions that which related to the experience and views 
of Friends. See New Bookn P2 ;md 76. 



THE SECOND QUERY. 
In the Edition of 1802, this truly coinprehei 
and important Query, was worded thus: — 



"Is there among you any growth in the truth; mid hath any 
convincenif-ut apin.'a-n.'il sin'.-u lust year!" 

By the revision which took place in the year 1832, it was 
deprived of its attendant explanatory clause, and remained 
barely, aa under: — 

"la there among you Buy growth in the truth f " 

The clause thus removed, was made into another and 
distantly separate Query, as follows: — 

"Is there any appeanmte of toiiviiiiTiiitut anion:; you, anil have 
ocy been joined to our Society on that ground, since hist year?" 

Wife unfeigned sorrow and regret, itniust now be mentioned, 
that this chief of all the Queries has been lost from among 
them, in both its parts. In the view of such a circumstance, 
it behoves us, indeed, narrowly to enquire what could be the 
causes which have operated to bring it about. Can it be 
that the Yearly Meeting has ciiku'tiiiiied misgivings as to the 
rectitude of our religious principles J Or is it out of a felt 
inability or indisposition to maintain them, that it thus 
discards a Query, wliieli so pointedly refers to them aa to one 
harmonious whole, under the expressive terms "the truth?" 
Can it be, indeed, that the growth and propagation of the 
ever blessed &rirth, as it was once known amongst us, has been 
arrested by the insinuating entrance, and counteracting 
progress of error? Or why is it that the Yearly Meeting has 
become shy of asking, and its subordinate meetings confess 
such a difficulty in answering an enquiry of such vital and 
solemn import! The remainder of the queries are but as 
external branches, compared with the life and substance 
which is invested in the terms of this, the ancient Second 
Query. 

In reflecting many times, both before and since the last 
revision, on the severance of this Query into two distinct 
parts, which took place in 1832-3; I have been ready to 
exclaim, Surely the baud of all enemy hath done it ! "The 
treacherous dealer dcalcth treacherously, and the spoiler 
spoileth." 



Tt is most likely that for some time before this subdivision 
was effected, the answers received from the Quarterly 
Meetings had become so impoverished, both in respect to a 
growth and enlargement in the truth among their members, 
and the propagation thereof by convincements; and, in order 
to hide from view, or to make b declining state look a little 
better, the second hall' of the Query was removed to wards the 
end of the list, and made into a numerical as well as a sub- 
stantive enquiry, But this Ls not enough to account for so 
important an event. There bad arisen amongst us a number 
of influential men who begun t-> insinuate in their conversation, 
writings, and public discourses, that Friends had been 
mistaken from the beginning on some impoitaut bearings of 
Christian doctrine; had not sufficiently estimated the gift of 
the Holy Scriptures; and the atoning sacrifice for the sins 
of the world made by our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
These also asserted, contrary to the belief of all true Friends, 
that justification precedes sa notification in Christian ex- 
perience; that the work of justification by f'ith, does not 
include a being made just, as well as the being accounted bo 
by virtue of the work of Christ without us. Now the natural 
result and consequence of such a persuasion, is presently to 
beget a degree of unbelief in the doctrine and necessity of 
immediate divine revelation; and also of rebellion to the 
holy spiritual arising and reiga of the Lord Jesus in our 
hearts; — to turn aside from an unreserved and full submission 
thereto, under a false plea that the com mission of sin cannot 
be wholly avoided. Thus a carnal security and blindness is 
gradually engendered, and men are induced to profess they 
have attained salvation, while as yet they are in the bonds 
both of error and corruption. 

Sentiments having such a bias as these, had been over and 
over again controverted ami proved unsound, in the days of the 
Early Friends, by these faithful witnesses and exponents of 
Divine truth ; but they were now revived and again held 
forth, by some co-profrssnrs with those ancients, and may be 
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found abundantly dispersed in the published works of the late 
Joseph John Gurney, Isaac Crewdson, and others; together 
with many other perversions of our common faith, with 
respect to "the light within;" "the inward light;" the 
anointing;" "the more sure word of prophecy ;" "the seed;" 
"Christ in man;" &c, &c. 

Yea, mournful as indeed it is, history must record con- 
cerning vis as a people, that in this country at least, these 
retrograde ami gainsaying sentiments had taken considerable 
hold on the affections and minds of Friend*, before and about 
the time of the revision of the Queries, Advices, and Rules 
of Discipline, which took place in the years 1832-3. And 
notwithstanding a number of those who were among the 
foremost to embrace this change of principles, in time left 
the Society by resignation or disownment, yet was the body 
never restored to a clear sense of unity and eoiiifm-t together, 
in and upon the ancient faith of our fathers. Strength was. 
not found to raise the testimony of truth, and to make it 
manifest, to the due expunging of the errors in doctrine 
before alluded to. Such being the cose, it cannot be 
wondered at, that the Second Query as it previously stood, 
was quite a block in the way, and felt to lie too proving an 
enquiry; intently referring a* it did, to the maintenance 
unimpaired, of those precious, unchangeable principles of the 
Gospel of Christ, lor the proof and propagation of which we 
Irecarne a people. 

So that though impoverished answers for a long time 
continued, * together with an unspoken sense of general 
infirmity to hold by so searching a Query, may have tended 
in no small degree to induce mutilation of it at that time 
made, yet I have no doubt at all, it was also an act of 
accommodation and compliance to the modifying spirit, which 
was now at work upon the articles of our Christian profession 
mid lielief; and the painful conviction that this sub-division 
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of tile Query has served the cause of error, ami betrayed the 
cause of truth, is the more confirmed by the late .simultaneous 
abolition of both its parts. 

For the removal of the latter part, (the late Twelfth Query), 
no account is given by the Revising Committee in their 
report to the Yearly Meeting ; but for the rejection of the 
former part, (the late Second Query.) some show of reason is 
attempted in the following extract : — 

"In proposing the omiasion of the Second of the existing general 
Queries, the committee may remark thnttliis Query has been 
variously Lntisrj.>ri-l-k'd, sometimes \\x :iji]ilyini; to the individual 
members of a meeting, and at other times to meetings 
collectively. 
" Whilst the former inteqjretation baa often led to profitable self- 
examination, considerable iltiliciilly lias tu:m felt in answering 
it on behalf of a meeting collectively, so as to convey a correct 
idea of its religious growth and condition." 
It is said, "show of reason, " because, dijjkiijt to answer, 
aeems to be the brief sum; the whole substance of these 
two sentences. And why is the applying of the Query 
confounded with the interpretation of it 1 The Committee 
state that one "interpretation has often led to profitable self- 
examination," but the major interpretation is in no wise 
given or explained. Meetings may well be perplexed how 
to deal with the Query if it means one thing in an individual, 
and another tiling in a general application. Yet such is the 
fair and legitimate inference to be drawn from the state- 
ment above quoted. I apprehend that with this, as with all 
the queries, it was first to be applied to individual members, 
and answered by the meeting, — when a satisfactory and 
honeBt conclusion was arrived at on behalf of the whole ; 
the interpreted tun not vari/iwj at all in the whole jrrocess of 
deliberation thereon. So then it is not so much the meaning 
of the Query, as the doubtful and mixed state of meetings 
in relation to it, which forms the difficulty of applying, as 
well as of answering it, collectively ; a difficulty which the 
committee have evaded, not met, to the great loss and 
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damage of the precious cause concerned. Since, however, 
this ancient Query was divided as before described into two 
parts, the primitive, full, and true meaning of the former 
part, "la there among you any growth in the truth," has 
been much obscured, and kept out of view; and the Query 
has been made to apply rather to the feebler manifestations of 
general piety and godliness, thnn to the maintenance and 
propagation amongst us of the whole covenant of Christian 
principles, as they were held in the beginning, and most 
surely believed by our tbrelathers to be " the truth as it is 
in Jesus." A growing in the truth, is an increase through 
faithfulness, in a right apprehension mid sense of the tilings of 
God, under the immediate enlightening of Christ Jesus, and 
the teachings of His lluly Spirit, in contradistinction to the 
ever varying, corrupt, and fallible teachings, doctrines and 
commandments of men. 

To return to the examination of the reasons before quoted, 
for the omission of the Second Query, it is needful also to 
remark, that if the difficulty of " answering it on behalf of 
a meeting collectively so as to give a correct idea of its 
religions growth and condition," be the real cause of its 
omission from the list, how is it that the Committee have 
proposed, and the Yearly Meeting adopted, another Query 
more directly beset with this very difficulty ! In the present 
Third Query are the words : " Are Friends careful to main- 
tain a religious life and conversation V Surely it was 
never more unsuitable or impracticable to give a public or 
general answer to the other, than it is to this. My appre- 
hension, is hereby the more settled and confirmed, that if it 
had not been for the introduction and prevalence amongst us 
of " strange doctrine," the Second Query would have been 
the last, rather than the first, to have been given up. And 
it is safe to say, that there will never be the same weight 
attending the use of those Queries that remain, neither will 
there be the same interest, confidence, and satisfaction, in 
answering them, as was felt, when this was numbered, and 
in its right place among them. 




u 



THE QUERIES, RULES, ETC., 



It is sad to reflect ou the readiness with which the Yearly 
Meeting parted with this ancient und solemn Queiy, when 
we consider the shallow reasons which were presented to 
induce it; but I apprehend it was the more easily accom- 
plished, by the proposal at the same time made of a new 
kind of Queries to he read in Meetings, hut not answered. 
The Committee's report proceeds by saying : — 

"With a view to relievo Meetings of this difficulty, anil at the 
same tiine to realize and to extend tin; benefit of serious self- 
examination, and lively concern for the good of others, the Com- 
mittee propisu tin; .icli<|>ti>>ii "t tlitj tlnvi.' fiill.jwiiiff Queries to be 
read in uiir Meetings for Discipline, as ln.tL-iriiLil-.T suggested ; to 
be then seriously ami deliberately eousidered, but not to be 
answered. 
" What ia the religious state of your Meeting ; aud is there among 

you evidence of a growth in the truth ? 
"Are you individual]; 1 giving evidence ci true conversion of heart ; 
of love to Christ, and self-denying devoteUnaai to Him ; and 
of a growing preparation fur the life to come ? 
"Do you maintain a watchful care against conformity to the 
world, againat the love of ease aud self-indulgence, or being 
unduly absorbed by your outward concerns, to the hindrance of 
your religious progress; bearing in mind that ' here have wa uo 
continuing eity '' ' 

It will he seen from the introductory sentence to these 
suggestive enquiries, that all that was esteemed tenable in 
the Query which had to give way for them, is a "serious 
aelf-exa mi nation, and lively concern for the good of others," 
to maintain and stimulate which, they wore proposed. The 
words do, indeed, stand forth in all seeming goodness, 
so that it might be said, who can possibly object to them } 
It ia not, however, so much to the words, as to the institu- 
tion amongst us, of Queries of this evanescent character, 
that a deep and weighty objection is felt. From the first 
hearing of them in the Yearly Meeting unto this day, one 
unvarying feeling lias ut tended my mind ; and that is, that 
they are vain, — the fruit of man's wisdom, the mere affecta- 
tion of zeal, compared with the upright intent, the solid 



purpose, the real earnest, which characterized the old Second 
Query. The very fact of their goiug forth as Queries, 
requiring no answer, causes them to answer hut little good 
purpose, in the way of ascertaining the state of meetings or 
of improving them ; whereas the danger is great of their 
inflating the minds of Friends and of Meetings, with a 
delusive conceit that their religious state and condition is 
better than is really the ease. Moreover, at the times of 
their reading, it is customary for the clerk to make a minute 
recording that such a Query has been " read and seriously 
considered;" hence an undue incentive for one or more 
present t<> discourse to tin; Minting upon tin- subjects of it. 
Another danger is, that the suggestive character of these 
three Queries, and of a fourth which has since been added 
to them, gives a license to innovators, and opens the way for 
the discussion and promotion "f many thing.-;, inconsistent 
with the first principles of our CI irist .ian profession. Further- 
more, it in to be expected, that when they have run through 
their excitative and dubious course, the very flatness of 
formality will characterize their end. 



In addition to, and in confirmation ofj the 1 
remarks on the abolition of the late Second Query, including 
the Twelfth, it will now be well to note a few more alterations 
and omissions, having relation to it, which have since been 
made in the general body of the Hook of Discipline. In the 
first place, there is now no chapter in that book entitled 
"Convincements," or "Convinced persons." With the ex- 
ception of one altered minute, (see pages 188 and 172,) all 
that appears in this behalf is under the comparatively lifeless 
title of "Non-members. 7 ' In the edition of 1834 there were 
six paragraphs of advice concerning convinced persons; they 
are now reduced to three; those omitted are Nos. 2, 3, and 5. 

There is really more provision made for the admission of 
those who are connected by natural ties, as birth, education, 
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4a, than for such as are under convineenient. See New 
Books, pages 158 and 190; smaller edition, 145, 146, 174-5. 
The most remarkable and novel of these minutes is the one 
dated 1861, which provides for the admission of children 
into membership, upon the probahUiiy <>1' their bring brought 
up as Friends! It has been adopted in lieu of a former 
minute of 1767. See 1834 edition, page 137 (28). 

Again, under the Lead " Books," pages '"■) and 30, much 
is omitted which n-'gulated th-isalc, printing, ;md distribution 
of the approved writings of Friends; and in that which 
remains in the present edition, the ehange towards looseness 
in great. See pages 204, 189 : — 

"It is agreed that the Meeting for Nulli'iiu^s luj M liberty to print 
or purchase, and distribute in such manner aa it may deem 
proper, such works aa that meeting m;iy think desirable; it being 
distinctly understood that the Society of Friends is not thereby 
committed to every tiling eoutaincd in such bonks." 

The obvious tendency of this minute needs no comment; a 
growing indifference to the maintenance of sound doctrine, 
and of true unity, must have preceded such a yielding up 
into the hands of the Meeting fur Sufferings, a power and 
discretion so extensive and equivocal as this. And how 
weak and unavailing is the negative proviso, that the Society 
is not "committed to every thing contained in such books " 
as that meeting, which is a representative burly, may think 
desirable to print, purchase, or distribute from the Society's 
depilt, and out of the common funds 1 

The original minute of 1732, out of which the above has 
been transformed, evinced a much more safe and wholesome 
guard on the issue of doctrinal works, and was as under: — 

" It is agreed that the M'-eiirii; for ISntli rinj;a dii distribute in such 
manner, and to such parta of the world as they think proper, the 
writings of sueh Friends aa have been published by consent of the 
Morning Meeting." 

The minute of 1801, sec page 170 (3), which "recommends 
to Friends generally, the ancient and approved practice of 



our religious Society of submitting manuscripts which relate 
to our Christian, principle ami practices, to the Morning 
Meeting in London," is now lost From the new book; ajid 
the observance of it has all but died out. 

Another important paragraph, page 241 (7,) is omitted ; — 
of "counsel to those engaged in. circulating the Bible." 

A weighty and comprehensive minute, "on following the 
Light of Christ," was omitted from the New Book, as I am 
informed, on the plea of its being untmund! Seepage 39 (12.) 
Another "on Christian simplicity in conduct" was also 
rejected ; its containing the words " the law and the testimony 
revealed in their hearts," being the ground of objection. See 
page 42 (17.) Two valuable paragraphs, saraettlj commend- 
ing the youth amongst us to the Witness for truth in their 
hearts, are omitted. See page 301 (4 and 5 ;) and another of 
like bearing, 149 (4.) 

No less than 31 paragraphs out of 35 in all, aw omitted 
from the chapter respecting Tithes and Sufferings. See 
more particularly in connection with the Second Query, 
Nos. 8, 11, 21, and 32. 

From the Supplement issued in 1849, the following extracts 
are omitted, pages 411 (20,) and 347 (43.) 

Lastly, but not least, it has yet to be mentioned that in 
close kindred, and of the same high rauk with the old ' 
Second Query, another has fallen — out of the list of Queries 
addressed to Ministers and Elders. Before the revision of 
1S32, it was as follows :— 

"Are they preserved in love mid unity one with another, harmo- 
niously labouring for the advancement of Truth, and the 
spreading thereof ?" 

O! the thorough convincement of what the truth is; the 
allegiance to it ; the oneness of heart and mind ; the 
brotherly confidence, which must have been to a large extent 
the happy experience of Friends in those days, to warrant 
them in issuing so near, so intimate a Query as this ! Alas I 
there is no such freedom, no such courage now. The si 



soft, specious, an J delicate dealing, which procured the 
transformation and abolition of Lhe Second General Query, 
has accomplished a similar work on this. 

After the rcvisi.m of ] 832, it was worded as under: — 



"Are Ministers ami F.Mei* preserved li 
another, eiuteavouriny in harmony ti 
and spreading of the truth * " 
By the revision of 1 fcirJO, all that remains to be answered as a 
Query are the first fi-w words, "are they preserved in love?" 
Part of the remainder is transferred to the "Advices to 
Ministers and Elders." The reasons alleged by the Com- 
mittee for so dealing with it, are given in the following 
extract from their report: — 

"The serious attention of the Committee has been given to the 
present Fourth Query, and to its deeply interesting bearing. They 
have been relic wedly impressed with the vast importance, to 
healthy action in the Church, of unity and harmony in those 
occupying the station of Minister or Ellder. They would shrink 
From proposing nny altrriitii-n wlik-li miidit in any wise lessen the 
sense of that importance . hut in the varied diversities of gifts, 
as well as of o]-e rations under " the same Spirit," it has some- 
tunes been felt diliieiik to temlerly sensitive mindt to assent to a 
clear affirmative reply to this Query ; and the attempt to qualify 
the answer to meet such cases, has tended rather to endanger that 
harmony, which it is the object of the Query to promote. 
"The Committee havo therefore proposed, whilst retaining the 
enquiry relative to love, to omit in the Query the allusion to 
unity and harmony, and instead thereof to incorporate a reference 
to harmonious labour, in the Advices to Ministeri and Elders." 

Here again, by a plausible frame of words, is a case of 
difficulty evaded and not met ; the precious cause of truth 
and of harmony therein, is affectedly promoted, but in 
reality dishonoured and let down. It is made to appear by 
the above extract that no particulii r disunity had existed 
among Ministers aud Elders, except such as was ascribable 
for its origin to the " tenderly sensitive" condition or 
constitution of some minds. Oh ! how deeply specious, how 
far from the simplicity of candour, is such language as this! 
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Fop if such were really the ease, there was surely no adequate 
cause of alarm, for the further continuance of this query, 
:i queiy which, it must be acknowledged, is far the most full 
of weight, value, and significance in the whole list of those 
addressed to the Meetings of Ministers and Elders. The 
incapacity therefore of the Yearly Meeting now to put forth 
such a Query -is cause of deep sorrow and humiliation. I 
have said, incapacity, from a solemn conviction that that is 
the cause why the Query is discontinued, and not the 
"sensitive" state of some minds. 

This inability, I apprehend, has mainly arisen fi*om the 
entertainment and extensive «pi-cnd of those changes and 
modiiicatums of doctrine, which have been before alluded tO[ 
it has long been sensibly felt, and also proved,* that un- 
soundness of doctrine existed amongst us; butan appearance 
of harmony was, nevertheles.-i, well sustained, avid studiously 
cultivated, among those who by their stations are ever 
,s the chief guardians of our common faith. The 
, brought up to the Yeiirly Meeting to this par- 
ticular Query, up to the time of its discontinuance, had lieen 
for several years remarkably free from exception; the 
writer remembers an instauae at the Spring Quarterly 
Meeting for Yorkshire, in the year 1855 or C, when the 
answers prepared by its Meeting of Ministers and Elders, 
were presented and proposed to be read in the meeting at 
large, l'or the very purpose of showing how complete their 
state of harmony was. And truly nothing could be better, 
or more hopeful for good, than "a clear affirmative answer" 
to a Queiy like this, provided it co-existed with a sterling 
sense of rectitude on the minds of those concerned in drawing 
it up. On the other hand, if it be, as I believe it is, 
undeniably true, that there have been and still are, those 
standing in the position of approved Ministers and Elders, 
who do not hold in their integrity and fulness the Christian 
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doctrines, the religious ]>ersuasiou of our forefathers, theu, 
indeed, it comes to pass that "a clear affirmative answer" to 
such a Query as this, fidls to yield the sense of satisfaction 
and comfort, or to promote the honour of truth. 



THE THIRD QUERY. 

The Third Query was formerly as under: — 
"Are FriendB preserved in love one towards another; if differences 
arise, is due eare taken speedily to end them; and arc Friendfl 
carefid to avoid and discourage talebearing and detraction?" 

By the late revision it has lost what may be termed its 
working part, and remains : — 

"Arc Friends preserved in love one towards another; and do they 
avoid and discourage talebearing and detraction?" 

The reader of the foregoing observations on the abolition 
of the Second Query will be prepared to see, that as there 
was not strength iu the Body to retain that Query, so neither 
was it likely that the omitted clause iu this could any longer 
be followed up. The common covenant of religious principles 
having been impaired and compromised, it becomes less and 
less possible to deal effectually with any case of difference 
that may arise, even though that difference does not im- 
mediately relate to matters of faitli and doctrine. By this 
omission in the Query, overseers and other responsible 
members will feel the more easily excused from undertaking 
such cases ; and thus avoid what must have often felt to them 
a deeply exercising service, and test also, of their own 
standing in the truth. This follows as a natural consequence, 
and by weakening the means of restoration confirms the 
mournful fact, that there is much less of love and unify 
now generally prevailing. The hearty reception into our 
inward parts of the "truth as it is in Jesus," and walking 
answerably to its holy dictates, is that which qualifies to love 
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aa brethren in a church capacity, and brings us more and 
more as we are faithful, into that sweet and heavenly concord, 
which is renewed and brought to man through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. And in a view of how much a right 
apprehension and mutual understand ing of the things of God 
prepires us for the reciprocities of Christian love, I have 
often been impressed with the near relation to each other of 
this and the former Second Query, which may be rendered 
thus: Are you prospering in the truth, and preserved in 
love? — and am convinced that the ceasing of the first enquiry 
must needs result in loss and damage to the second, however 
otherwise intended by those, who have now taken away the 
one and left alone the other. Before any written answers 
were ever sent up from the counties to the Yearly Meeting, 
a verbal answer or account was looked for from the several 
representatives in attendance, to a query embodying these 
two fundamentals of church fellowship. So early as the 
Yearly Meeting of 1G82, three Queries were "proposed to 
the Friends who appeared for the respective Quarterly 
Meetings to give answers to." The first two of these 
enquired wlim- Minis tors liud departed tld* life, and wluit 
Friends had died in prison for their testimony during the 
year. The third related to faith and conduct, and was as 
follows : — 

"How the truth has prospered amongst them since the last Yearly 
Meeting* and how Friends are in love and unity!" 

To which, it is said, 

"The Friends of the counties gave their respective answers to 
the Meeting's satis fact ion and eomfuH:. in ruJiitiiin to tho truth's 
prosperity, and peace and unity amnng Friends." 

Here we may observe, that the Yearly Meeting of those 
days was solicitous to know tbe state of unity among its 
members generally; whereas the Yearly Meeting of our day 
declines to enquire, even for the vnity of Ministers and 
Efderaf "How is the gold become dim, and the most fine 
gold changed!" "The precious sons of Zion, comparable to 
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fine gold, how are they esteemed as earthen pitchers, the 
work of the Iiamia of the potter I" 

Truly it may be said, that since the days of the Apostles 
and Early Christians, there has been no people more 
eminently blessed together witli the communion of the love 
of Christ, and with the gospel privilege of seeing "eye to 
eye," than has been the case with our religious Society. 
But it must be regarded as a thing impossible, for the un- 
affected fervent love of those days to be ■witnessed and 
renewed amongst us, until we are again restored to a firm 
allegiance to the same holy principles, which controlled the 
daily walk of our predecessors in the truth. 

In connexion with the Query now under review, several 
omissions from the ancient Advices of the Yearly Meeting 
will need to be referred to. Under the head "Oversight," 
the following important minute has been expunged. See 
page 186 (10):— 

"This Meeting bong deepfr i mpwo fl wifli tlits great importance 

of the preservation of love amongst lis. ami with the advantage 

of an early anil timely settlement of disputes, recommends to all 

Friends, whin they we their Urethral in danger of being i evolved 

in this way, to he jnompl and }irr.v:i-i-riii<j, in the spirit of love 

and meekness, in their eudeiivurs to bring such differences to a 

safe and amicable termination." 1828. 

From the second paragraph in the chapter, headed "Love 

and Unity," it will be fouml that a very practical part has 

been omitted, which was as follows : — 

"Seeing our comfort as a people depend* Upon our sua to maintain 
peace and fellowship amongst brethren in all our services ;" 
****** "And to this purpose it is tenderly advised 
that we diliLjUj'.ly and twefoSv ollMFn the comely and blessed 
gospel order, so long known and iu practice amongst us, in the 
spirit of meekness and of a sound mind; which is the way to 
crush all differences in their infancy, and suppress the rise, as 
well as atop the progress, of everything that is unseemly, and 
inconsistent with the testimony of the precious truth." 1009. 
P.B. See also Now Books, ]>age 60, 55. 
Again, from the middle of |wiragraph 12, page 89, this 
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excellent sentence is abstracted, and no equivalent remains 
in the New Book : — 

"These Christian virtues" (love and charity towards others) "are 

compatible with a firm adherence to our own religious principles, 

and with a stedfast care to observe that line of conduct which it 

may he right for us to pursue. " 

Under the same heading, paragraphs No. 1, 3, 6, and It are 

wholly omitted; Nos. 2, 4, on "Arbitration"; also Nos. 3, 5, 

7, and 8, from the chapter on "Detraction and Defamation." 



THE FOURTH QUERY. 

In approaching the consideration of this, the late Fourth 

Query, and of the serious ohuiigos which have been made 

therein, it will be necessary to revive the form in which it 

stood, prior to the revision of 1833 ; which was as under: — 

"Do Friends endeavour by example and precept to train uji their 

children, servants, and those under their care, in a religious life 

and conversation consistent \i itii i.nv ( hristiun profession, in the 

frequent reading of the Holy Scriptures, and in plainness of 

speech, l>i.ii;ivi..iiir-, anil apparel?" 

Truly, here was a Query altogether suited to be brought 
home to parents and heads of families making the profession 
of Friends ; of the excellent order of which, in ail its parts, 
I have often been made sensible, and ready to say, surely 
they were favoured with the spirit of wisdom who had the 
framing of it. " A religious life and conversation consistent 
with our Christian profession," is one "that ia under the 
immediate and perceptible guidance of the spirit of Christ; 
this is the first essential. The frequent reading of the Holy 
Scriptures with the mind so gathered is the next most 
needful thing, bolli personally and in families; and finally, 
as the undoubted fruits of a conversation so controlled, 
enquiry is made for the maintenance among Friends and 
their households, of the true Christian standard, in "plain- 
ness of speech, behaviour and apparel." 
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By the revision of 1833, From a mistaken apprehension, 
as I believe, that the reading of the Holy Scriptures was 
not here sufficiently held forth as an essential part of 
Christian practice, the words referring thereto wore abstracted 
from the Query. and amplified into miotlier, the late Fifth 
Query; and for about thirty yearn the two so altered were in 
use amongst us. But it will be seen, when closely examined, 
that the Fourth Query suffered not a little by this extraction, 
and the latter part of it was. made too much to appear as the 
first or most important product of our Christian profession. 
Could we have returned to the use of the Query, as it 
originally stood, or to other words of equal meaning, weight, 
and fulness, I believe the change would have been salutary 
indeed ; but by the late revision, it has undergone instead 
a complete transformation and transposition; standing now 
in two Queries, as under : — 

3rd. — " Are Friends frequent in reeling the Holy Scriptures, and 
do those who have children, servants, and others under their 
care, eucoiuvige them in tin: |>rai.tirt; of this religions duty !" 

4th. — "Are Friends careful to maintain a religious life and con- 
versation consistent with our Christian ptofawtonl And do 
those who have children or others under their care endeavour, 
hy example and precept. t"tr;iiii thi-m tip in armnlance therewith!" 

Here we may see, that besides the redundancy of words 
which might have lieen avoided had the two Queries been 
again embodied in one, there is also a reversal of the 
former order of things. And if, indeed, as this alteration 
indicates, the Society has been seduced, so as to slight or 
disregard our ancient fundamental doctrine, that the Spirit 
of truth, and not the Scriptures, is the. prininri/ rule of faith 
and practice; surely our house is left unto us desolate, our 
particular calling a.s a people is ahaudoned, and it is only a 
question of time, before we are ngiiiii brought Kick into tin- 
borders of that uncertain wilderness, from whence, by the 
most merciful hand of the Lord, our fathers were delivered 
and set free. 
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Moreover, as has been before remarked on page 13, the 
first part of the present Fourth Query, " are Friends careful 
to maintain a religious life and conversation," is one of the 
most impracticable for answering correctly on behalf of any 
meeting, that could well bo framed. And great will be the 
incitement when this has to be done, to draw up an answer 
giving a better report than the true state of the case would 
warrant. I suppose it was thought by the Revising Com- 
mittee, that by laying more stress on this part of the Query, 
and extending its application to Friends of all conditions 
and ages, it would the more excuse the omission of the 
latter part, respecting [daiuuess of speech, &c; yea, it was 
repeatedly staled by individuals in tin* Yearly Meeting, and 
other places, that the omission of that clause would strengthen 
and improve the bearing of the former part of the Query. 
A most fallacious idea indeed ! So important, however, 
were these omitted particulars still felt to he, that the 
second Committee, which had this Query in charge, submitted 
a special report to the Yearly Meeting respecting it, conclu- 
ding in these words : — 

1 • At the same time tl ley would mizgpst that, in withdrawing this 
clause from the said Query, it may be right for the Yearly 
Meeting to record its concern, that the trua standard uf Christian 
simplicity and si.lf denial, cnjuirji'd by the liuaj".-], should not in 
anywise be lowered, hut lie fully uphrid i'i its u*.- ; uiitial integrity." 
"In conformity also with the i-iwimisut'ii-laUoii of the Conference, 
the Committor have prepared the following paragraph, which 
they propose ^lial! he a.lih-l to the General Adviees : — 

" ' Be careful to maintain in your own conduct, and to en- 
courage in your familii.-s, tbat sit:i|p'ii:tfy in deportment and 
attire, that avoidance of flattery and insincerity in language, 
and that nonconformity to the world, which become the 
disciples of the Lord Jesua.' " 

And the Yearly Meeting itself, after adopting the recom- 
mendation of the Committee to expunge the hitter part of 
the Query, added to the minute, in the language of the 
report, "its concern that the time standard of Christian 
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simplicity and udMenial enjoined by the Gospel, should not 
in anywise he lowered, but th.nl it may be fully upheld." 

Now if, in the simplicity here spoken of, and in godly 
sincerity, the Yearly Meeting was at that time moved by so 
good a concern, I believe it may safely be said, that there 
was nothing in the terms, " plainness of speech, behaviour, 
and apparel," that was at all calculated to militate against 
it. But how can we escape the conviction, that there was 
a sophistical purpose concealed in the language of the minute 
above quoted, which was not worthy of that assembly 1 The 
"true standard of Christian .simplicity and self-denial enjoined 
by the Gospel " was understood, and, I fear, intended to 
mean something not the game an had been heretofore believed 
and acknowledged by the Society of Friends ; and thus, 
alas ! that which was recorded as a religious " concern," 
proved in great measure to he but a cover for the promotion 
of sinister ends. In distending also that part of the Query 
into the above quoted modern frame, and removing it to a 
place in the General Advices, it may well be queried, in 
what is it advantaged thereby) How decided in appearance, 
and yet how equivocal find elii.stie in meaning, is the yiaragraph 
there inserted ! The question arises, what are these three 
emphatic thatu ? — " that simplicity in deportment and attire, 
that avoidance of flattery and insincerity in language, and 
Unit nonconformity to the world, &G.1" Is not their object 
expressed in full, in those now objected to, but brief 
sententious words, " plainness of speech, behaviour, and 
apparel 1 " A loose interpretation as well as application of 
the Christian principle involved, has already resulted, and 
must needs yet further attend the change that has thus 
been made. 

But if further proof were needed that the Society was 
not actuated by an upright arid candid mind in expunging 
those words, and affecting so highly to sustain the principle 
involved, we have only to turn to the many further 
omissions and alterations of like kind, which were made the 
following year in the Book of Discipline. 
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The very weighty and excellent counsel contained in the 
first paragraph, under the head, "Parents and Education," 
and dated 1688, is now seriously curtailed, and there is 
nothing that remains in the New Book of equai force and 
pertinence to the matter in hand. Tho part omitted begins 
with the words, " curbing the extravagant humour in the 
young ones when it doth appear," to the end, See page 
189, and New Books, 72, 66. 

It has been alleged by some that the " peculiarities " of 
Friends were developed in the ' ' middle ages" of the Society ; 
but this paragraph is of itself sufficient to show that such 
was not the case, and that no after ages have exceeded the 
first, in their zeal for consistency in these respects. 

The next following four paragraphs of an early date are 
wholly omitted; as is also another, issued in 1724, which was 
asunder. Page 191 (7.) 

"We tenderly recommend to all parents, and such as may have tlie 
care of children, that they do, m far as id them lies, carefully 
inspect and narrowly ciiijuin.- iut.o tin- 111:1111 n'rui tlu.-ir conversation ; 
that where aouwe] w Mproof may be wanted, it may, in the 
spirit of love and in sound judgment, be given." 

Under the sriiue heading, paragraphs 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, IB, 19, 20, 21, 24, 28, and 29, are wholly omitted, see 
more particularly those numbered 13, 14, and 15. 

Out of the middle of paragraph No. 33, (see Supplement, 
page 374,) this sentence has been extracted : — 

"These inconsistencies have, we believe, had no small influence in 
lowering, id the estimation of the young, that standard of plain- 
ness of speech, behaviour, and apparel, which we have ever 
deemed it our duty to holdup to the world." See also New Books, 
pages 77, 72. 
From the chapter entitled, "Plainness and Moderation,'" 
the following are omitted : Nos. 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15. See more especially Ftf* 5, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15. 

The important concluding parts of Nos. 7 and 16, are also 
cut off, and it is remarkable, that in nearly every instance 
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where our testimony to plainness and Christian simplicity is 
closely inculcated, the rejection of the minute or extract has 
taken place. 

Under the head "Conduct and Conversation," several 
paragraphs are omitted, which have a direct reference to the 
particulars of this Query. See pages 37 (6) ; 38 (7, 8, 10); 
39 (12); 42 (16, 17). From the 15th paragraph, see page 
41, and New Books 73 and 07, the following words have 
heen struck out I— 

"Admonishing them to kaep to that plainness and simplicity in 
apparel, speech, and behaviour, into whieli the ^piritof Truth led 
our forefathers, and which becomes the humble self-denying 
followers of Jesus Christ. " 

From the Supplement, paragraph No. 43 is wholly omitted, 
together with No. 41, and concluding part of No. 42. 

Under the head "Civil Government," the following are 
wholly omitted: paragraphs 2, 3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 10: — see more 
' especially 2, 3, and 5. 

On "Masters, Mistresses, Servants, ifec," paragraphs No. 
1, and 4 are rejected; also the concluding part of No. 3, which 

'" Briugmgthem up in the fear of the Lord," " and io that sobriety, 

moderation, and plainness of speech, apparel, and deportment, 

which become a. people pi-nfis-ami; to he followers of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, tbo perfect pattern of humility and self-denial." 

See New Books, 32, 76. 

Under the head "Youth," the following are rejected: 

paragraphs Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5,6,8,9, 10, 11, 13,15; parts of Nos.12 

and 17; and the whole of No. 20, in the Supplement of 1849, 

The entire omission of the document prepared hy the 

Meeting for Sufferings in 1751, on the change of Calendar, 

and the Disuse of Hwitlim Names, ic, is one of the most 

significant facts of the late revision; and cannot he accounted 

for otherwise, than as a result of defection and revolt from 

our acknowledged pnifessiun ; a betrayal ;ilsr, Loth of brotherly 

love and justice towards thcae who still hold the persuasion 



of our forefathers in these particulars. The document which 
has been thus rudely dealt by, arfvtuwl not mi ■/principles new 
to Friends, hut such as had been held from the beginning ; 
and after describing the origin of Heathen names, the corrupt 
origin also of the sacrifice of the Mass, the times called 
"Christmas," &c, concludes with the following counsel, which 
is worthy indeed of all acceptation. Page 77. 

•' Seeing therefore, that these appellations and jiamea of days, 
months, anil tiiiiea, are of an idolatrous or superstitious original, 
contrary U • the divim; command, the practice of good and holy 
men in former ages, and repugnant to the Christian testimony, 
borne by our faithful friends and predecessors in the truth, for 
the sake of which they patiently endured many revilings; let 
Deither the i-i-proach of Mugularity. nor the specious reasonings of 
such as would evade the cross of ( 'hri.it, turn yon aside from the 
simplicity of tho GosipcU nor discourage you from keeping 
to tho language of truth in denominating the mouths and days 
according to the plain and scriptural n-ny of eipression; thereby 
following the example of our worthy Elders, and coming up in a 
noble and hf.iiiuii-nli]r- te-tiiiiony a^iinst these and all other 
remains of idolatry and superstition," 

Under the head, "National Fasts and Times of Public 
Rejoicing," two important paragraphs of counsel have been 
omitted; see page 172 (2, 3.) — though indeed it may be 
said, they are still as needful to be observed, as at any time 
since their issue by the Yearly Meeting. The practice of 
yielding to tho common custom, by closing their shops, &c, 
on the days called " Christmas," " Good Friday," and on Fast- 
days and days of rejuiciiiff, is greatly on the increase among 
Friends, by which means their ancient and pure testimony 
against these is ignored. 

From the chapter on "Grave Stones and Mourning Habits," 
Nos. 1, 2, and 3, are rejected; and No. 5 abbreviated, — See 
New Books, pages 137, 127. And from the minute of 1845, 
respecting the use of Mourning Habits, this sentence has 
been abstracted : — 

"The practice alluded to not only involves a departure from that 
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simplicity of attire, which becomes the self -deny iug disciple of 
the Lord Jesus, but there are iu our view other special grounds of 
objection to it." See Supplement, page 35'2 : and New Books, 
pages 137, 127. 

The foregoing are among the numerous alterations that 
have been made in the late revision, many of which, it is 
believed, will tend to compromise and let duwn the true 
Christian standard, both as it relates to the latter, and also 
to the former parts of the Query now under notice. And 
before leaving it, it is needful further to remark, that from 
the time of its late revision, the practice of receiving into 
membership, and of placing in important stations, such as 
are not consistent and in unity with Friends, in their 
Christian testimony to plainness of speech, Ac, has greatly 
increased amongst us; a practice. which, it is evident, must 
tend to the rejection and discouragement of those who are 
endeavouring to walk faithfully in these respects. The 
qualifications for Elders and Overseers, for Members of the 
Meeting for Sufferings, and for representatives to the Yearly 
Meeting, are now so modified and left open, as substantially 
to let down and in time ignore these external marks of our 
Christian profession. (For an account of these alterations 
see pages 51 and 52.) Many parents making that profession, 
arid remaining in the Society, are bringing up their children 
from infancy in the practice of saying "you" to one person; 
and thus exposing their little ones to become an easy prey 
to the corrupt fashions, vain compliments, and bondage of 
this world. Some are providing them costly instruments of 
indulging them in gay and worldly apparel, and in the 
ausements so common around them ; ao that indeed 
we know not how soon we may lose all those characteristics 
which have been as a hedge about us, for the preservation of 
the rising youth, and for the right maturing of much good 
fruit. And instead of being as a waymark and a refuge to 
many weary and seeking souls, who are made uneasy with 
the bonds and unsatisfying ceremonies of other Societies, we 
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are last becoming a byword and just reproach before all 
people, iti vacating the good ground upon which, through 
the Lord's holy power, we were once established, and dwelt 
together in a fellowship ami oneness, which had been but 
little enjoyed in the like degree of life, power, and sweetness, 
since the days nf tin: early Christians. 

Oh! may the wavering be admonished, the weak be 
strengthened, and the wise in heart take heed, lest the great 
goodness which the Lord our God hath showed to this people 
in the sight of the nal inns. In' taken away from them, through 
their revolting in these things. For it remains to be an 
awful and solemn truth, that " rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft;" and notliing, however fair and promising, that 
we can devise for ourselves, will stand us in stead, if we turn 
from the Lord's commandments. 



THE FIFTH QUERY. 

The subject of the late Fifth Query lias been partly alluded 
to in connexion with the Fourth, and with which it was 
formerly embodied ; yet a few further remarks seem called for, 
more particularly relating thereto. 

By the revising Committee this Query was hut slightly 
altered in terms, and, though now the third, was proposed by 
them to stand as second in the list. This was a circumstance 
of no slight account, when we call to mind what Query it 
was which formerly stood there; and however eminent the 
Holy Scriptures are, and should be in our estimation, yet it 
is observable, as one of the marks of our decline, the very 
primary importance that is becoming attached to the reading 
of them, — with a correspondent disljelief in the doctrine of 
continued immediate Divine revelation. It is well known that 
the mere reading aloud of the Scriptures is of itself an easy and 
formal act,— one which can be tlone by such as are inclined 
to the world; whereas, to hearken to the in-speaking Word 



of the Lord, and to walk in His covenant, as it ia written on 
the sentient tables of the heart, trithrwltrm-nfrom llteworld, 
giving life to the soul. There is great reason to fear that 
many amongst us have been drawn aside from a due attention 
to this lively oracle, the Spirit of Truth, by yielding to the 
popular sentiment with regard to the Scriptures; and, in a 
zeal for making our reading of them more conspicuous, have 
been gradually beguiled into an incvi-aairig dependence on 
outward observations, and to an empty ceremonious worship. 

For about thirty years this, the Fifth Query, in a separate 
form, has been in use amongst us; and though it has been 
one of the most eaBy to answer, and the replies sent up to 
the Yearly Meeting have been remarkably fi'ee from exception, 
yet during all that time our unity as a people, and fulness of 
persuasion concerning Divine things, have materially lessened, 
and we have been going backwards in nearly everything that 
mai-ks the consistent Friend. 

A few years before the ;ul«ption of this Query, an extensive 
and sorrowful schism took place in America, arising in great 
degree out of a disesteem of the Scriptures; whereupon many, 
becoming alarmed for their reputation and the safety of then- 
standing, have run into the shades of darkness and of unbelief 
on the contrary hand. The numerous subsequent divisions 
wliich have taken place in America, snlrmnly remind us that 
it is a day of shaking, perplexity, and weakness; which is 
further evinced by the fact, that our own Yearly Meeting 
has eagerly joined and made common cause with some of 
the separate Bodies there, to the rejection and exclusion of 
others that are more thoroughly convinced of the rectitude 
of our original principles; and thus are we become extensively 
and sadly involved in these schisms. Indeed, it may with 
much truth be said, concerning the later divisions, that the 
seed of discord was first scattered there from hence; though 
it lias brought forth, in that country, its most conspicuous 
fruits. The exalting of the Holy Scriptures to a place ill 
our estimation which they do not assign to themselves, has 
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been a device fruitful of vast injury to our religious Society; 
and has so met the views of the worldly-minded, and ''them 
that are at ease in Ziou," aa to foster an idea that by 
recurring to the Scriptures, and layin'j aside the writings of 
true Friends, we are thereby escaping some errors of doctrine 
supposed to he contained in the latter. An idea, indeed, 
alike remarkable for its subtilty and for its untenable ground. 
For it is the identity of principle in the writings of faithful 
Friends with the superior rocords of Holy Writ, which 
constitutes their excellence and strength. 

The Scriptures of Truth are indeed, ever to be preferred 
before all other writings; hut there is a Word more nigh, more 
ready for all occasions; even as is therein declared, "in tiiy 
heart and in thy mouth that thou mayest do it." (Deut. 
xxx., 14; Rum. X., 8.) If wehuve faith in, and are faithful to 
this in-speaking Word of the Lord, all things written in the 
Scriptures, will be to our help and DOnfirmation in that living 
way; and truly they are written to lead to Him, and to 
testify of Him, who so speaks (ft man. Then ait) they 
profitable indeed. 

As a striking instance of the chango of view which has 
befallen the Society on this great Question, it may be men- 
tioned, that not long after the adoption by the Yearly 
Meeting of the late Fifth Query, an attempt was made to 
limit to the volume of Scripture, the existence of inspired 
record. By the General Epistle of 1836 it was stated, aa 
the frequently declared belief of Friends, that the Bible or 
Sacred Volume is "the only divinely authorized record of 
the doctrines of true religion"; and "there can be no appeal 
from them to any other authority wliat&oever." These 
sentences are so nearly like what is correct, that to many 
I'eadei-s it might Beein hypercritical to object to them. The 
word "onig" in the first proposition is, however, I believe, 
radically unsound; indeed, there is not one passage in the 
whole Bible which is of synonymous import there with. The 
other proposition is of a like shutting up and limiting 



tendency ; because, if there be no appeal from the Scriptures 
to "any other authority whatsoevuiy'' it excludes both from 
individuals and from churches the special communications of 
tho Holy Spirit. In another point also the Epistle ia at 
fault, by saying that our religious Society has "n/ltn." "upheld 
the Sacred Volume aw the on) if divinely an I: homed record," 
ifcc,; whereas, I believe, the fact is that no previous issue of 
the Yearly Meeting contains .such Lnguage, neither ia it to 
be found exactly hi any of Llie numerous doctrinal treatises 
of Early Friends, which have received tlie Society's sanction. 
For a full refutation of these errors in the Epistle of 183C, 
see Barclay's Apology, Prop. 3rd, Section 9th. 



THE SIXTH QUERY. 

The late Sixth Query, together with the Sixteenth, are 
uow embodied in one, — the Eighth of the present list, — 
and appear to be thereby simplified and improved, standing 



"Are FiienUs just in their dealing, pmwtml in fulliflmg their 
eiijSigimieiifcf, anil clivir •■[" i-ltJini l< I L i i — tin:- [HiMir revenue? " 

Nevertheless, in connection with the subjects of these 
queries, some important minutes or extracts have been 
omitted from the previous Book of Discipline. 

Under the head " Trade," paragraphs No. 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 
16, 18, 21, 22, 24, are wholly omitted. 

The first sentence of No. 10, page 271, is now struck off, 
aud was as follows : — 

" We believe that if Friends Eire careful to attend to tlie limitations 
of Truth in their trad*) ti'iv Will (.'rue rally be preserved from 
great trouble." See New Books, page 97, DO. 
A longer extract of similar bearing is omitted from para- 
graph No. 13. See New Books, 98, 92. On "Oovetousuess," 



(see page 62,) paragraphs No. 3, 3, 4, 7, mid 8, are omitted. 

On " Civil Government," (see page 31,) all that relate* to 
fidelity towards the public revenue, paragraphs No. 7, 8, 9, 
and 10, have been rejected, and no equivalent appeai-s in the 
Now Edition in place of them. 

Another minute of 1788, on "Illegal dealinga in the 
public stocks," has been omitted. See page 142 (39). 



THE SEVENTH QUERY. 

The Seventh Query has been given up under the specious 
and deceptive plea, that its service would be advanced by a 
transfer of its contents to the "General Advices." It was 
as follows : — 

"Do Friends avoid all vain sports, anil places of diversion, gaining, 
all unnecessary frequenting of taverns and other public houses, 
excess in drinking, and other intemperaneel" 

For this omission and transfer, the Revising Committee 
presented to the Yearly Meeting the following account:— 

"In proposing; the omission of tin .Seventh Query, the Committee 
have been fully alive to the sen'i'iis iiiqniytasi'-v <rf the subjects to 
which it refers ; but they have believed tliat by the introduction 
into the General Ailvirs:s of a e.-nnvspniuliiif; paragraph, of a more 
comprehensive and searching character, the important matters 
treated of in the Query, will be mole generally and more im- 
pressively brought Under the notice of our members." 

Annexed is a copy of the paragraph of advice proposed: — 
"Avoid vain sports and places of diversion, all kinds of gaming, 
the unnecessary frequenting of taverns and other public houses, 
and the inipvipcr use of int"*i rating liquors; and guard against 
such companionship*, iiidolgeines ami ivt.Tt.-atiiiiis, as by their 
influence may interfere with your growth in grace." 

In comparing tliia with the Query as it formerly stood, 
it appears plainly to me, that in all the i 
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" comprehensive," "searching," and " impressive," the Query 
lias the advantage over the Advice. And, whether it be 
more searching to receive advice, than to give a faithful 
answer, let any candid mind be judge. The General Advices 
are now read in a public and formal manner, at the close of 
a promiscuous assembly for worship ; the Queries had to be 
answered in three different grades of meetings, preparative, 
monthly, and quarterly, — the responsibility of answering 
truthfully, resting on each member present; so that we may 
safely affirm, they were greatly misled, who supposed that 
the transfer of this Query to the General Advices, would 
enhance its efficiency and weight. The Committee say they 
were "fully alive to the serious importance of the subjects" 
of it. But the changes which have since been made in the 
Book of Discipline, iu respect to some of the particulars 
of tliis Query, do not tend to confirm that allegation on 
their part.* In the first place, in respect to vain sports ; 
if we turn to page 43, paragraph 19, of the former edition, 
and also to the New Books, pages 105, 97, we shall find 
tbat the following sentence, 

" Wa clearly rank the practice of hunting and shooting for diversion 
with vnin sports," 

has been modified and altered as under : — 

"This Meeting strongly advises agamst the practice of hunting 
and shooting for diveraiou. " 

Now let us suppose an instance of one of the sons of 
affluence, who has a strong inclination to indulge himself iu 
these things, seeing this alteration. Will he not thereby 
derive some encouragement, and be ready to couclnde that 
Friends are not now so decided in their views thereon, as 
tbey once were 1 

There is another alteration of like tendency and significance 
in regard to the practice of music, by the extraction of the 
words, " which we believe ti> be imfavomiibk: to the health 
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of the Botil." See Supplement of 1849, page 348 (44), and 
New Books, page 106, 98. 

The foUowing extracts are also wholly omitted, wliich had 

a reference to the important subjects of this Query ; — 

Pages 37 (3 ); 38 (8, 10) ; 210 (10) ; 252 (2) ; 301 (4] ; 302 (6); 346 (41). 

Paragraph 2, page 238, has lost its first sentence, and 196 (18), 

its concluding part. 

The ancient circumspect care of Friends with regard to 
Politics, and the exciting circumstances of General Elections, 
&c., has much declined in these Jays : and several paragraphs 
of counsel in relation thereto, have been lost and altered in 
the late revision of the Book of Discipline. 

Paragraphs, pages 31 (2), and 33 (5), are wholly omitted ; the 
latter part of 35 (11), with the former part of 3a (12), have also 
been cut off. See New Books, page 130, 120. 
One of the consequences most to he apprehended by the 
dropping of the Seventh Query is, that cases of known 
delinquency will not receive that faithful care from Monthly 
Meetings, which, for the honour of truth, and the recovery, 
if possible, of those offending, is so needful. When we 
consider how numerous were the exception* reported to the 
Yearly Meeting, aB to vain sports and places of diversion, 
it does, indeed, seem that instead of ceasing any further 
enquiry after such things, it would have been far more suited 
to the occasion, and more hopeful for good, had the Meeting 
bowed under the weight anil solemn sense of such deficiencies, 
and humbly sought ability from our Divine Master to 
remove them from amongst us. Subsequent experience has, 
alas! only proved how the appetite for vain and worldly 
recreations has increased within our bordera. 



THE EIGHTH QUERY, 

"Are Friends faithful in bearing our Christian testimony against 
receiving and (laying tithes, rent-charge in lieu of tithes, priest*' 
demands, and tti.-. -■• call'.;'! church-rates!" 
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has been altered and condensed as follows:— 

"Are Friends faithful in bearing our Christian teatiraony against 
all eci-lesiaetioal domandfl 1" 

It will hereby be seen, that the Christian testimony apoken 
of in both Queries, is only partly stated in the latter, so that 
the new Query itself is the product of defection. No mention 
is mn.de of receiving tithes, moreover, in the substitution of the 
term "ecclesiastical demands" for "tithes, rent-eharge in lieu 
of tithe, priests' demands, and those called church-rates," 
the payment of some sorts of tithe is, by inference, left 
optional to our Members. And surely this must operate as 
a mildew or withering blight upon the maintenance of the 
whole testimony. The reported exceptions to this Query 
had been on the increase of late years, and even since the 
terms of it have been limited and softened, the exceptions 
have still increased in number. Alas! for the letting down 
of principle, the mystery of iniquity working in the churches. 
Our ancient testimony against tithes describes them as 
"priests' and impropriators' pretended due,"* and strikes at 
their corrupt origin, their ruil i-Ulimtirm root ; so that though 
their holding may by legal enactment or otherwise become 
varied, some in ecclesiastical, some in civil hands, yet their 
existence either way is a stumbling-block to the Gospel dis- 
pensation, an offence against the Truth. So that it is mourn- 
ful indeed to think of Friends in these days, affecting to 
uphold this our ancient testimony, while with the same hands 
they have been rcstriutiim «.ml hi'traying its operations. In 
the new Query, as well also in the New Book of Discipline, 
Tithes are mentioned as little as possible. "Impropriate 
titheB," and the receiving of tithes, are not named at all. 
The word "tithe" is not to be found in the indexes. It has 
been extracted outof the minute of 1834. See Supplement, 
[ta^c 309; and New Books, page 114, 106. 

The plain declarations of the Yearly Meeting in 1690, 



against "Tithes of all sorts," and of 1703, "that 110 Friend 
in truth can pay or receive impropriate tithes, 1 lecause incon- 
sistent with our Christian testimony," wore undermined hy a 
minute of the Yearly Sleeting in 1855, after several con- 
ferences thereon; and now, by the omission of those minutes, 
they may be said to have beau given tip altogether. The 
minute of 1855 had therefor*? no occasion to appear in the 
New Book; but iu order to show its manifestly relaxing 
tendency, it is here subjoined: — 

"This meeting has had under its solid consideration the Report of 
a Conference of Friends, appointed by the respective Quarterly 
Meetings, to win mi, in en pinrtii.u with tin- MceliiiL' for Sufferings, 
was referred the subject of Impropriate Tithe Kent-oharge; and 
it is concluded under all the circumstances of the question, OS 
affected by tin; chamjes in tin- law produced by the Tithe Com- 
mutation Acta,— that the minutes of 1703, 1706, and 1796, (Rules 
of Discipline, "Tithes and Sufferings," Noa. 20, 21, and 26,1 
be so far relaxed as not to be considered applicable to the case 
of those Friends, who may not feel themselves conscientiously 
restrained from receiving or paying Lay Impropriate Tithe 
Rent -charge. 
"We feel bound at the same time to express our reuowed sense of 
the value and iuipiji-tanoe of our jirei : .tl.'tii-isLi;iii t'-'d imony against 
ecclesiastical usurpation and imp. isition, and a^amst al] payment 
in their support; and it is our earnest desire that this testimony 
may be still [irmly and consistently maintained by our members." 

Another remarkable feature of the late revision of this Query, 
and the advices of former year* given forth in its support, is, 
that there is not now in the New Book a single regulation 
to meet a case of unfaithfulness ! Most, if not all, of what 
remains there is clear and unobjectionable, ra far as it got*; 
but there being no provision to deal with the unfaithful in a 
question of this magnitude, is a lamentable proof of our loss 
of strength to bear up the testimony. It renders its main- 
tenance through suffering a very eptkiiml matter, which is a 
sure way of losing it. Many other dissenters from the 
National Church Establishment, who do not bear a testimony 
■ of Friends, would freely coincide in that 
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which appears in the New Book of Discipline on the anti- 
Christian impost of tithes, &c; and we are in danger indeed 
by the late alterations, of sliding into their rants, bo as to 
let it become no longer a binding principle or testimony, but 
an opinion or sentiment only. It was once far otherwise 
with Friends; yea, hard to nature as it ever has been, to 
bear such ft cross before the rulers of this world ; yet it was 
esteemed essential to unity to Vie faithful therein; and for 
more than a hundred years, numbers of our worthy pre- 
decessors suffered both in body and estate, rather than baulk 
such a noble testimony, by the willing payment of either 
kind of Tithe. 

It has before been noted, (see page 17,) that out of thirty- 
five paragraphs of the former edition on "Tithes and 
Sufferings," no less than thirty-one have been rejected in the 
late revision ; with parts also of two others. Of these last, 
from paragraph No. 5, page 255, the following introductory 
words are cut off: — 

" We earnestly entreat the faithful among you to take all mutable 
opportunities of endeavouring to demonstrate to such u ore 
weak and unfaithful, the importance of our testimony against 
receiving or paying Hikes.'' 

The concluding part of the same minute, setting forth the 
"comfort and spiritual advantage" which result from the 
faithful bearing of this Christian testimony, is also left out. 
See New Books, page 41, 37. 

The other partial omission, is the concluding part of the 
minute of 1832, page 260. New Books 113, 105. 

Out of the 31 paragraphs that have been altogether 
omitted, the following are very important as pressing upon 
Friends the duty of faithfulness : 254 (1, 2); 256 (6, 7); 
258 (11). The first named being the oldest in date, and 
remarkably to the purpose, is subjoined as under : — 

" Advised that our anciont testimony against tithes, which we 
have borne liiin the beginning, and for which many have deeply 
suffered, some not only tbo spoiling of their goods, but imprison- 
ment even unto death, he carefully and punctually upheld and 
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countenanced, in the power of God ; and that all those who 
oppose, alight, or neglect that testimony, be looked upon as 
unfaithful to the ancient testimony of truth, and dealt with 
according to the Gospel order established amongst us." 1675. 

The following were advices to guard against collusion 
0rc0mpn3n1i.se, furnishing valuable and clear directions for 
the piulmcc of Friends in particular circumstances : — 
262 (16, 17, 18, 19, 20) ; 264 (22, 23, 24). 

The following are among those omitted, which allude to 
" impropriate tithes," and explain the grounds of our 
testimony against a hired ministry: — 

254 (2) ; 255 (4) ; 257 (8, 10) ; 258 (11) j 263 (20, 21). 

The annexed were all that pointed out a course of dealiug 
with such as arc unfaithful: — - 
234(1); 263(21); 265(25, 26). 

Two paragraphs, 261 (14, 15), related to legal proceedings 
for redress. 

With one exception, No. 31, all the instructions under 
this heading, which provided for the recording of Sufferings, 
Ac, aro omitted. 

See pages 265 to 267, para^rai'lis 27 t.> S3, inclusive. 

In addition to the foregoing, the following were omitted 
from the Supplement of 1849:— 399 (37); 401 (40, 41). 
And from 400 (39), 402 (42), parts are omitted which relate 
to the grounds of our testimony, and the need of faithfulness. 
See New Books, pages 114 and 115, 106 and 107. 

Before leaving the consideration of this testimony, it may 
also be mentioned as a remarkable fact, but withal a natural 
contingency of things, that, simultaneously with the relaxing 
and letting down of it, it is becoming more and more 
the practice among our members, to subscribe towards 
" missionary " enterprises of various kinds ; and more 
directly to support the settled and paid ministry which 
obtains in other Societies. Moreover, a proposition bus been 
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ninde and embraced by many of our members, of establishing 
among Friends a standing fund for " missionary " purposes. 
This has not yet developed into a. drfinitv sliii]* and being, 
for the very appearance of it is adverse to the long estab- 
lished persuasion of Friends, on the freedom and Divine 
authority of all true ministry; but there in great cause to 
apprehend, that it will ere long become a recognized anomaly 
amongst us. Mournful, indeed, beyond all controversy, is 
the deficiency amongst us of rightly anointed gospel 
messengers; but to take such means as these for a remedy, 
would alas! only aggravate and extend the disorder, and 
leave uanan people, increasingly in danger of losing a pure 
and living ministry. 



THE NINTH QUERY, 

"Are Friends faithful in our testimony iigainat bearing arms, and 
being in any manner concerned in the militia, in privateers, op 
armed vessels, nr dealing in prize goods?" 

lias been altered, as under; — 

"Are Friends faithful in maintaining mir Christian testimony against 



The comprehensive wording of this, tho last version, would 
seem to include not only all that is mentioned in the former 
Query, but also other particulars of conduct in relation to 
this testimony, not there alluded to. Nevertheless a strong 
apprehension attends my mind, that its good service as a 
disciplinary Query will have suffered material loss. It is 
admitted, that as it formerly stood, the Query had become 
open to some revision or curtailment; but as it is now worded, 
I fear it is move calculated to carry away the minds of Friends 
and of meetings, from simple and practical detail, into a sen- 
timental review of the whole question, opening the way for 
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individuals so disposed to discourse thereon, in a way not 
suited to tin: religious, weighty, and solid services of our 
Meetings for Discipline. During a long period of time tbe 
Society of Friends in this country, has been but little pressed 
lixiin without, in regard to their personal faithfulness herein j 
HO that we who are now living, have but little cause to be 
confident of our foundation and strength for the upright and 
consistent bearing, under trial, of this truly Christian testi- 
mony. It must also be confessed, that while we have been 
enjoying tliis season of repose, our conscientious persuasion 
against war has been so dandled, and surrounded as it were 
with a taking and popular garb, as to prejudice that chaste, 
lowly and sate standing therein, which ever becomes the 
disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the propagation of his 
blessed truth and kingdom luuoii" men. 

The introduction of this Query, for the first time, into the 
list of those addressed to women Friends, is another circum- 
stance, which appears to me, to be open to a like objection 
on the ground of ostentation; and one not really called for, 
for the purposes of Cliri.-itian <1 i *t:i plinr,, in their meetings. 
Let the query be applied to those meetings, in it* original 
form, and this incongruity will become evident. 



THE TENTH QUERY. 

The Tenth Query, respecting the necessities of the jaior, 
&c, is unaltered, and calls for no particular remark, except 
that it is not now answered to the Yearly Meeting. Im- 
portant emissions liHYn also been made in two ancient minutes 
of advice, whereby it is now left open for poor Friends to be 
given up to the parochial authorities for relief. 

See page 214, (1 and 3); and New Books, pages 208 and 192. 

It is undoubtedly true that the very poor among Friends 
have an equal claim to those parochial funds, with any other 
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members of civil society alike circumstanced ; yet one cannot 
but regard with regret the initial giving up of our ancient 
care and privilege in this respect, viz., the whole support of 
our own poor. It is like another acknowledgment of the 
decline of that full and hearty fellowship and oneness in the 
Gospel, which remarkably characterized the Early Christian 
churches, and the brighter days of our religious Society. 



THE ELEVENTH QUERY, 

■c taken, when any thing appears to require it, that the 
ur discipline he timely and impartially put in practice!" 






THE TWELFTH, 

"Is there any appearance of convincement among you, and have 
any been joined to our Society on that ground since last year?" 

AND THE FOURTEENTH, 

" Have you two ot more faithful Friends, appointed by the Monthly 
Meeting, as overseers in ench particular meeting; sire the rules 
respecting removals duly observed; are the General Advices read 
as directed ; and are the lists of your memtiers revised and cor- 
rected once in the year ! " 

together with the Query addressed to Quarterly Meetings 
only ; are either wholly lost from the New Book of Discipline, 
or the parts remaining merged into the present Seventh 
Query, as under :— 

"Are your meetings for transacting the affairs of the church 
regularly held and didy attended? Is tlie discipline administered 
timely, impartially, and in a christian spirit* And are Quarterly 
and Monthly Meeting* careful tn give to their subordinate meet- 
ings such assistance as may from time tn time l>p required?" 

Before examining particularly the Query now in use, it 
sems best to make a few observations, on the three Queries 
hove mentioned, which are now no longer in the list. 
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lie late Twelfth Query lias already come under notice in 
connection with the late Second Query, of which it once 
formed a legitimate part. But it may be said that though 
given up as a Query, the provisions of this, »3 well aa of the 
late Fourteenth Query, are in some degree answered, by an 
annual numerical return now sent up from the counties to 
the Yearly Meeting in what is called the "tabular statement." 
Hereby, it is true, information is given of the number of 
members, the number of admissions by convincement and 
otherwise; and also the number of overseers appointed in 
each meeting; but from the barrenness of such statistical 
returns, the substantive matter of convincemeut is most 
feebly recorded; and the concern of the Yearly Meeting 
that overseers should bo faithful Friends, is altogether un- 
recognized therein. Doubtless, however, the original intent 
of the Query referred to the clean-hand edness and faithfulness 
of Friends undertaking that oflice, as much as to the niere 
filling up by appointment. This is fully confirmed by the 
following Minute of 17&i>, which has now been omitted from 
the Book of Discipline: — ■ 

" A concern hath been spread amongst us, that the. management of 
our Christian discipline be nut commil u d to hands unclean ; par- 
ticularly lh.it nidi should not bo active therein, who allow, or 
connive at, undue liberties in their owu children oi' families. 'If 
a man,' said the AposfcU, 'know Itot how to rule his own house, 
how shall he take care of the church of God?' And we particu- 
larly desire that those, who from their experience and stations, 
ought to lead mu:1i tn greater circumspection, do not encourage 
their remissness, by putting them improperly forward into 
service." Seepage 117 (18). 

It will be seen that this remarkable minuto was issued 
by the Yearly Meeting about 1 40 years after the first gather- 
ing of our religious Society ; yet how doth it evince a jealous 
and godly care to be offering only that which is holy unto the 
Lord, — the preparing and fruit of his own good Spirit; and 
how much more eminent in their estimation was the honour 
of Truth, than the credit of station and numbers before men! 
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For the Lord hath mail "I will be sanctified in them that 
draw nigli unto me." And in the first selection of officers 
by the Christian church, thia was the apostle's advice, "look 
ye out among you, seven men of honest- report, full of the 
Holy Ghost and of wisdom, that we may appoint over this 
business." (Acts vi. 3.) And truly they have need of proved 
experience in the life ;uid po«-i::r ofgoillmoss.a faithful personal 
walking in the Iv/ht of Christ, who an: qualified to oversee Xhs 
churches as the servants of the Lord. 

In addition to the minute above quoted, the following, 
which was the oldest in date on the appointment of overseers, 
has likewise been lost from the New Hook; see 183-1 edition, 
p. 136 (22):— 

"To the end that effectual cure lie taken in ail cases wherein the 
testimony of truth is conetnuit, \vc advise you to appoint some 
faithful friends of your respective meetings to see how Well such 
things are observed ; and teuderly to admonish those, in brotherly 
love, that shall decline the same." 1G98 P. B. 

In regard to the late Eleventh Query, it may also here bo 
stated that more than fifty rules of Discipline or specific 
advices have been abrogated and removed by the late revision. 
Of these, although many are all nded to elsewhere in the course 
of this treatise, the i'nllowing is a ennseeutive list: — 

Pages 22 (2); 33 (5, 7); 34 (8, 9, 10); 68(7); 69 <8); 70 (1. 2, 3); 
72 (2); 99 (14); 100 (17, 18, 19); 101 (22); 117(18); 124(0); 127(1, 
2); 128 (3,4); 134 (14); 136 (22); 142 (39); 170 (3); 172 (2); 186 
(10); 196 (19); 261 (14, 15 ,1G); 262 (17, 18, 19, 20); 203 (21); 264 
(22, 23, 24); 265 (25, 26, 28); 266 (29, 32); 275 (16); 290 (7, 8); 
292 (12). 
Supplement pp. 370 (4); 399 (37); 400 (40). 
The following are enumerated among those rules, that have 
been essentially altered or abbreviated: — 

Pages 98(11); 101 (20); 108(5); 131 (6); 137(27, 28); 139 (33); 141 

(30); 372 (15). 
The new Query is lormed from the late Fir.-t and Eleventh 
Queries, and by the augmenting of that wlneh wan aihhvsscd 



to Quarterly Meetings* only. Meetings fur Discipline hero 
lose that distinctive name, anil are designated " meetings for 
transacting tlie affairs of the Church;" a change which, as 
it appears to me, is unavoidably attended with a loss of 
simplicity and of weight. When we consider the present 
very easy terms of admission to a place and service in those 
meetings, Loth by natural birth, and application for member- 
ship, it surely should behove us to be doubly modest of 
assuming to sue] 1 a body the high designation of " tfie Church." 
In the early days of our religious society, the attendance 
and services of Meetings fur Discipline were not considered 
open to others, than faithful friends, known and acknow- 
ledged brethren and sisters in the truth. From the Journal 
of Joseph Pike, who died in the year 1729, we have the 
following testimony to this fact. See page 40 : — - 

"Our i'Ii Iri- l.n. ii.li.-r ami r'.i t li ■..-:- in Israel , I ienriH' i'nv ivbo, through 
the Eternal Spirit, was moved to set up Meeting:* for Discipline 
in the Charcli, advised that the meinlniri thuvbl be faithful men 
and women. And* in. my judgment, the toicett ^salifications of 
such is, that tln-v l.i;.if on.lrrly ixunvi'.'atii.'ii, plain and exemplary 
in their apparel, ready to take counsel of Friends, no babblers, 
imilfnilkful in their measure. Such, by admittance, may receive 
instruction and edification, and if they grow in truth, may be 
serviceable in the Church ; but, on the contrary, if any skosdd 
be admitted rlii-" u l;! i favour, kindred, or fur good natural parts, 

wi; Im mi (];-; nli.n ■.- (.n.-iiii ic;-.i -. tin y \uli ;nv, j- !.:■ ..! wrviw in 

the Church. * » • « And j am firmly of the judjrment, 

that the affairs of the Society canimt be conducted in tliat unity 

of spirit, without due care, bo taken in l!ie admittance of qualified 

members. " 

By referring to several of the iMilier Epistles issued by the 

Yearly Meeting, we find evidence of a close and watchful 

care both for the right holding of, and for the true ground of ■ 

admission to, these meetings. In the epistle of 1704, mention 

is made of " those that are worthy to be esteemed members 

of those meetings." From the General Rpistle of 1743, the 

following extract may suffice to shew that up to that time at 

least, this watchful care whs exercised: — 
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"Ami, inasmuch as many of our faithful elders have been of late 
taken from us by death, a concern is upon our minds, that their 
places and services iu the church may be supplied. Wherefore 
we advise, as formerly, that such of our younger Friends, as are 
sober and hopeful, may be invited and encouraged to attend our 
meetings for the affairs and business of the church, that they 
may become useful ami wrvitH-iUo therein, and instrumental to 
the continuing that gnod ovdur and discipline, which the Spirit of 
Truth Jed our ancient Friends into the practice of ;for the same 
Spirit which Iras their kudi-r mvit lit: •><!>-■? ; but if to: ttr/xirt from 
its holy gvMastx thr, will mid wisdom of mini will be found unable 
to build iqiuii thatfuiiiiili'tioii n-hk-h Ooil liathlaid." 

The former advices of like kind here spoken of were issued 
in the epistles of 1704, 1722, 1734, 1737, 1738. See the 
volume of "Collected Epistles" from the Yearly Meeting, 
printed in 1818;— 

Pages 116, 176, 219, 233, 233, and 261. 

In the year 1740, from the increasing need of care in this 
behalf, the following Query wkk adopted, and for a time, I 
suppose was answered by Monthly Meetings: "Is care token 
that no unfit persons sit in Meetings for .Discipline J" By 
which it is evident that some looseness of practice was 
becoming prevalent in the body; indeed, this portion of our 
history has been generally regarded as a low time, as it was 
also in the whole nation. But it pleased the Lord to raise up 
and qualify various instruments, who, by means of a revival 
and close application of the discipline, wen; enabled to search 
the camp, and to turn away the tide of ungodliness that was 
threatening to overwhelm. And although the united labours 
of those faithful servants reached nut the conspicuous bright- 
ness of the former days; yet undoubtedly ;i blessing was in 
them for the preservation of this people. There was also 
this consoling feature in that deep time of proving, that the 
rectitude of our Christian principles and testimonies was not 
then openly called in question, as is now so extensively the 

t is feared, however, that notwithstanding the refer 
ation about that time made, a few things were left in what 
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may be called a weakened and modi tied state, not strictly 
as in tlie beginning, but more formal and liable to corruption 
and abuse. Of these may be mentioned the system of 
Removals and Battlements, aud tin; practice of Hi rth -member- 
ship. The latter is a practice which early obtained among 
Friends, but toith important limitations. For some time 
these limitations were carefully observed, but by slow degrees 
they have since given way, and the system has been much 
corrupted : until, by a minute adopted in the Yearly Meeting 
of 1861, the whole range of mir Chord) economy was finally 
conceded to such as are merely born of Friends. See 
minute of that date, New Books, page 151, 140; and 
compare with paragraphs No. 5 and 6, under the head 
"Yearly Meeting," in the edition of 1834; but more 
particularly with the kindred minutes No. 6 and 7, edition 
of 1802. By this comparison it will be found, that the 
constitution and appointment* of the Yearly Meeting are 
now open to all that are in membership ill Great Britain, 
without let or hindrance. 

In the primitive times, the children of Friends were 
regarded and cared for as members under the discipline, but 
not admitted to its deliberations iiiit.il they had given evidence 
of becoming alive in the Truth, and in good degree, subject 
to its holy government 

In process of time, however, and in order, as it was hoped, 
that the presence in Meeting fur Discipline of the children of 
Friends, would be attended witli advantage and profit to them- 
selves, their indifcriuunate attendance came to he encouraged, 
and this has now for many years been the general custom 
amongst us. By this means, Meetings for DUcipline became 
somewhat changed and confused, both in character and 
purpose, assuming to be, in addition to discipline, meetings 
for edification; and efforts have not been wanting of late 
years, still further to pervert and decline from their original 
purpose, by making them also, meetings for interesting the 
minds of youth. Thus it is that birth-membership, both in 
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principle and practice, hius been spoiled and con"upted, and 
formed iin ever- widening inlet to the progress of error and 
degeneracy. Inexperienced youth, and the natural mind, 
have been too much consulted in the judgment and issues of 
the discipline, and the holy work and testimony of Truth 
laid waste. 

The discriminnli g''"lly care of former days, when the 
only fellowship of value was that of the Holy Spirit, though 
it looked less liberal and benevolent in the eyes of men, {yet 
had it been maintained,) would doubtless have been vastly 
more successful, both towards tin; true happiness and welfare 
of our children, and in supporting with hallowed hands the 
precious and noble standard of truth and righteousness, 
which was committed to our trust. When we consider that 
it is contrary to our futnlamonral principles tn decide by mere 
majorities; and as the issues of a Meeting of Discipline, go 
forth by the liands of one, from the minds of many; it is, 
therefore, of the highest consequence that the members of 
those meetings should he witnesses, through li\ ing experience, 
of a preparatu/ii of h>i<wt to nerve the Lord, in order that His 
will, anil His alone, be done. Furthermore, as our Christian 
Discipline was intended to order, to contirm, and to establish 
us together without alloy, in the bonds of the Lord's holy 
covenant, their responsibility, indeed, is great, whose work 
has been to impair the integrity, to turn aside the purpose, 
or to abate the vigour of its regulations in this behalf. 

The Now Query says : — " Is ttie discipline administered 
timely, impartially, and in a Christian Spirit!"; which, of 
course, refers to that which now remains after the late 
revision. But as it has been shewn that a large number 
of important former advices and regulations have been 
removed, it is therefore evident that, however timely or 
impartially, those that remain may be administered, such 
"discipline" is not the sa?ne Iking, neither can it have the 
same good effect, either in building up the faithful, or in 
removing from nmongst us occasions of offence. 



The first paragraph, under the head " Meetings for 
Discipline," and dated 1675, seta forth, in vigorous language, 
the apostolic and godly concern of primitive Friends for the 
right holding and conduct of these meetings : but the greater 
part of this extract has been removed from it in the late 
revision. See " New Books," pages I7i and 160. 

Again, from the minute of 1700, page 112, the following, 
its concluding part, is now cut off; — 

" For without Him wo can do nothing i and in His blessed power 
stand fast in righteous judgment over all unruly and disorderly 
spirits, that would break in upon the good order aiirl dL-ciplinc 
settled among us; «.* nvtl. •).* oi-i-r nil those /hot sttk to tmj wast' 
the testimony of truth, and cause the offtacc of the cross to ceane." 

There can be no wonder indeed that the late reviaora 
omitted this part of the minute, as the weight thereof rightly 
interpreted, is so much against the work of their hands. 

Another valuable minute on the abascdness of self, see 
page 112 (5), is also left out: — 

"So wdl all be done in a holy awe, reverence, aud humility." &c. 

The same has been done with the following short and very 
full extract of like kind, see page 1 15 : — 

"We tenderly exhort that in alt your Meetings for the Discipline 
of the Church, you wait in humility to have your own spirits 
brought into a holy subjection to the spirit of Christ ; that 
thereby you may be duty qualified for the work and service con- 
ducive to the building up of his Church i iu which work all who 
are, engaged should be men of upright hearts and clean hands, 
rightly prepared for the service they undertake." 1748. P.E. 

The following minutes have likewise been rejected, which 
exhort to a tender and upright dealing with such as are found 
unfaithful, "touching any branch of our Christian testi- 

Pages 114 (II); 115 (14); 117 (171; see, more particularly, the 
comprehensive extract from the Written Epistle of 175(1, page 115. 

Out of four paragraphs, recommending appointments to 
visit Friends in their families, one only has been retained. 
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and that -with the remarkable omission, or cutting off of its 
concluding words, " the reviving of our ancient Christian 
testimony." The three paragraphs omitted are, page 121 (25, 
26); 122(28). 

The qualifications, by consistency and faithfulness, of such 
as are appointed representatives to the Yearly Meeting, 
hitherto considered no important, may now be said to be in 
great part abandoned or given up, by the cessation of all 
advice in this behalf. See late Edition, page 124 (6). The 
similar minute in the edition of 14*02 was more exact and full; 

evincing indeed the div| ncni of Friends in former days, 

for the pure honour and promotion of the blessed cause 
of truth and righteousness. It was as under : 

" That the Quarterly Mi'tliiiys be careful annually to depute 

such Frionds to attend the service of the Yearly Meeting, as are 

men fearing God, of good conversation, weighty spirits, prudent 

anil hi i).-. 'iv, w.-ll :iei|i.iiiiiiti'd with the afl'aira of truth, and diligent 

attenders of Meetings for Discipline at home; whose practice 

and conversation is answerable to the testimony tliey profess to 

bear ; men known to be faithful and conscientious. " 1714, 1733, 

1743. 

Tlie minute respecting the appointment of Elders is 

nhortened. See page 135 (18), and New Books 165 and 153. 

The first minute on the appointment of Overseers is 

omitted. See page 136 (22). 

There is also an annual appointment made by Monthly 
Meetings, to collect accounts of sufferings, and to extend 
advice and admonition in caaes of weakness and unfaithful- 
ness. From the regulation in this behalf, the following 
important words itre now omitted : — - 

"The Monthly Meetings are requested to take due care that those 
appointed for this service 1>B fait hi id and jndi euros Friends." See 
page 13S (31); and New Books, 166 and 154. See also 1802 
Edition, page 192 (19). 
The paragraph, No. 33, page 13U, relating to the exercise 
of the discipline, with the inconvenienciea sustained by its neg- 
lect, has been much curtailed. See New Books, 1 5'j and 146. 



A valuable rule, conservative of our religious liberties, baa 
also been lost from the chapter headed "Ministers and 
Elders and their Meetings," which was as follows, page 1 67 : — ■ 

"Neither the Morning, nor any other Meeting of Ministers and 
Elders, haa power to disown any Minister or other person, in any 
capacity whatsoever : this power sulnly 1«>1 mining to the Monthly, 
Quarterly, Half- Yearly, or Yearly Meetings." 

In the minute of 1773, on the acknowledgment of Minis- 
ters, an alteration of some importance has been made, and 
the additional date of 1861, is not given in the New Books, 
see pages 162 and 150. The more circumspect and modest 
terms "recommend (kern to the Meetings of Ministers and 
Elders, in order to their h'voiiiiinj uieuihurit of those meetings" 
have been displaced for the words, " record them as minister* ;" 
which denies the character (if Minister to such as are un- 
recorded, much more decisively than did the former minute. 

In the constitution of the Heating for Sufferings, several 
alterations have been made of late years, and the 8th regu- 
lation, (see New Books, pages 202 and 187,) on the qualifi- 
cations of its members and correspondents, is characterized 
by the omission of its former concluding words: — 

" Craning up in that plai 

which highly becomes those in an especial mar 

cerned in managing the affairs of the Church." fage 10H 

It may also be mentioned tlmt a minute of 1799 on the 
lending of Friends' Meeting Houses "to the Ministers of 
other Societies," &c, was modified in the revision of 1833, 
and in the late revision, is changed for a new minute, which 
abolishes the former concern of the Yearly Meeting, and 
now leaves the matter open; tending rather by comparison, 
to encourage the lending of our meeting bouses for the 
purpose of worship to persons of other religious denomina- 
tions. See 1802 edition, pages 85 (17); 1834 edition, page 

131 (5), and New Books, 156 and 1*4. The minute <" 

1799 was as follows:— 



of apeech, hehaviour, and apparol, 
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"It is the judgment of this Meeting, that our Mooting Houses 
should uot be lent to the ministers, of other societies, who do not 
profess to depend nu divine .liiiiti"]! in every step taken in worship 
and ministry ; nnd for the use of modes and forms, from which 
we are religiously res' truncal, Ou this account it is the further 
judgment of this Meeting, that the Meeting Houses of other 
societies should bo very cautiously applied for, or accepted ; and 
it is recommended on such occasions, if unavoidable, that Friends 
endeavour in meekness and wisdom, to inform such as are free to 
offer their Meeting Houses, of the reasons by which we are 
restrained from reciprocally granting our own." 

Before departing from the Query now under consideration, 
lny attention was turned to the Prefaces of the three 
former editions of the Rules of Discipline, all of which are 
excluded from record in the present edition. The first of 
these, issued in 1783, gives an account of the care taken at 
that time, in collating the written advices and regulations, 
which had been previously adopted, and that were esteemed 
needful to be printed. This preface is truly well worthy of 
perusal, and of being handed down to posterity, both for its 
historical interest, and for its meek, manly, and sound 
Christian sentiments. Two or three of its paragraphs are so 
excellent, that I cannot well forbear transcribing them, as 
under, (tin: iltilks bcii<<j miiiej:- — 

"We are not, however, without a clear sense that this publication 
will prove irisufiicieut to produce the desired effect, unless wa are 
very careful to move and act under the immediate iufluonce of 
the Spirit of Christ in the pure love of the Gospel ; a close 
adherence to which would render a multiplicity of rules un- 
necessary. 

"And whilst we are earnestly recommending this work to the 
notice and regard of Friends, we cannot omit to press upon them a 
diligent reading of the- iloly fviripturcs, as superuir to all other 
writings for instruction ; and it must yield great satisfaction to 
observe how consonant these advices are to the doctrine and 
precepts of Christ and his apostles. 

"Although tliis collection is printed solely for the use of our own 
.Society, j/'l »>i-nifd it- •/•■! ul'rmvl uml. mrel the /■ulilk rri/e, it is not 
doubted, but every serious and candid rentier will observe, 
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throughout the whole, the constant and earnest endeavours of the 
irly Meeting for the promotion of virtue aad religion. And, 
notwithstanding it be too obvious to be denied, that there are 
amongst us many sorrowful instances of a grievous departure 
i! the godly zeal, purity, probity, simplicity, and self-denial, 
so conspicuous in our worthy predecessors ; yot, by comparing 
the later advices with those of a more ancient date, and observing 
the continued care and concern of the Yearly Meeting to guard 
rtml testify a'.imnut eiyrii ap/ie'i tvuiiv of rril, anil every mart of 
declension, it must be allowed that, as a religious body, we are 
the same people our fmviathers were, in faith, in doctrine, in 
worship, in ministry, and in discipline." 

The "Introduction" on the origin nnd establishment of 
our Christian Discipline," which wits printed for the first 
time iu the edition of 1834, lias been for the moat part 
transferred to the new edition. See pages 141 and 120. 
The omissions will be found on comparison with the original, 
in pages 21, 22, 23, 24, and 25; the most important being 
from its concluding part, as follows: — 

"The persevering efforts of George Fox to establish a regular disei- 
pbnc, a work in which he was assisted by nearly all those who have 
been instrumental iu gathering the Society, proved a great trial of 
spirits ; to a large proportion of the members the arrangements 
appear to have been unite satisfactory : tln-ro was, however, a 
considerable number of objectors. The self-willed and lawless 
opposed it with vehemence, ami it mast be Emitted that not a 
few of a very different class were drawn aside by specious argu- 
ls, to oppose what was re pi -tinted ;n an encroachment upon 
individual spiritual liberty. Certain it is, that a schism 
ome extent took place on this occasion; which, however, 
there is reason to believe, left the society in a more healthy 
state than it found it. The General Meeting of 1677 issued a 
strong declaration on the subject. Robert Barclay wrote upon 
this occasion his "Anarchy of 1 he Ranters ;" — William Penn his 
"Liberty Spiritual ;" and Stephen Crisp an excellent tract, all 
of thein endeavouring to prove the necessity of established order 
and discipline in the church of Christ. This very conflict, and 
the close examination lo which it led of the true limits of church 
authority, tended, there is reason to believe, under Divine 
direction, to establish the discipline at once more (irmly and 
safely throughout the Society than might, otherwise have been 



the case." •»*•»*** "It is very observable in 
thu history of our Suuiuty, that the declension or revival of 
religions zeal has ever been accompanied by a corresponding 
relaxation or increase of ears, in the exercise of the discipline. 
May the piibliiMtiiiii ■■[ the. pre-sent vmIilhic t.-.-uJ k> strengthen our 
love and Zeal in the support of our Cliristian testimonies and 
institutions, in the bonds of that holy hrotlierhood which is the 
fellowship of the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ " 



THE THIRTEENTH QUERY. 

The only remaining Query, in the list at present under 
review, which needs to be particularly adverted to is the late 
Thirteenth, which was as follows : — 

"Is care taken early to admonish such as appear inclined to marry 
in a manner contrary to the rules of uur§ociety ; aud in due time 
to deal with -'Hi ;i* pur-sist iu r c-t iisi lisj t" tike e.ounselt" 

The testimony against mixed marriages, and against the 
assumed functions of a carnal priesthood iu the ordinance of 
marriage, dates from our origin as a people ; and is one of 
those which in a peculiar manner in liable to rise or Jail, 
according to the regard that is observed towards the general 
covenant of our religious principles, and calling in the Truth. 
And it is, in my apprehension, one of the most discouraging 
features of our late aud present history, and proofs of defec- 
tion from the faith, that Monthly Meetings have been more 
embarrassed and divided into parties, in regard to this 
question, than on any other ordinary action of the discipline. 
When we call to mind the more prominent features of our 
Christian calling, causing us to differ both in faith and 
practice very materially from most other religious denomina- 
tions, and consider the heavenly blessings that from age to 
age have been dispensed amongst us, in the faithful upholding 
of those precious principles, I believe it must be admitted 
that the testimony here alluded to, is altogether homogeneal 
therewith, an'l cannoi be regarded as a question apart. In 



e of that wisdom, which is both pure and peaceable, 
and which seeks thegoodof all, " without partiality and with 
out hypocrisy," I believe it was, that a zealous and godly 
care first arose amongst us in tins behalf; and it is lamentable 
indeed, that that which was needed ami intended to contri- 
bute to our preservation and true harmony, as a household 
of faith, should in these days have been so rudely seized 
upon ; and the more so, as they who assail it, also assail the 
whole fabric of our institutions ; and would transform 
us into another people. The increase of temporal ease and 
riches, and of a familiar conversation with the world, a 
growing disesteem for all that distinguishes the faithful 
Friend, an admiration for the persons and publications of the 
priesthood, a free association with thou and others in what 
may he termed moral and religious enterprises, aud above all, 
the introduction amongst us of doctrines which are of a sin- 
allowing, time-serving tendency, have contributed to deaden 
the sense, which has been felt of the importance of this 
testimony; and have alienated the minds of Friends and of 
Meetings from its faitliful maintenance, to the consequent 
aud serious loss of all its benefits, and to the weakening 
our hands as a united and living people, for every othi 
service in the blessed cause of Truth. 

But as in other cases, so also in this, the decline has been 
gradual, anil of a two- fold development ; first, from a living 
or feeling exercise of the discipline in the pore authority and 
love of Christ, into a more cold, formal, or literal action; to 
be succeeded in these our days with the corruption and 
decay of I. In' t'oviu itself, run] if nui averted, it may be, the loss 
together both of the life and form. 

The Query, which annually called the attention of Monthly 
Meetings to this subject, has been given up by the Yearly 
Meeting, and for its aholition the revising committee pre- 
sented the following report: — 

"The Committee wore led into close consideration as 

operation of the 13th Query, relating t<i marriage. They belii 
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this Query has failed in exerting much preventive influence in 
the direction intended, and that the important eare contemplated 
by ita provisions could not, in the majority of cases, lie exercised 
until too late to affect the decision of the party. Id the hope 
that the Christian solicitude (if the church for the best welfare of 
our membt-r*. 111 lliia interesting relationship, may be timely and 
impressively commended to their larioBI aonridoMtwn, the com- 
mittee have prepared a paragraph of cuimael, which forms one of 
the revised General Advices," 
The paragraph of counsel tliua alluded to, is as under: — 
"In contemplating the engagement of marriage, look principally to 
that which will help you forward on your heavenly journey. Pay 
filial regard t<> the judgment ■ if your parent*. Bear in mind the 
vast importance, in such a union, of an accordance in religious 
principles and practice. Aak counsel of tioil ; desiring, aliove all 
temporal considerations, that your union may be owned and 
blessed of the Lord. " 
The advice here given, it ls freely acknowledged, is tender 
and good, so far as it goes anil applies ; hut it is also evident, 
how much it ignores or leaves unexpressed the grounds of 
our Christian test jimmy, only delicately hinting thereat, in 
terms that would Vifs equally fitting, if' addressed to persons 
of other persuasions. The late Query is said to have "failed 
in exerting much preventive influence in the direction in- 
tended, "—an assertion which I l>elieve is very disputable. 
Upon this ground it has been ostensibly given up; but may 
it not well be queried, how can the advice put forth in its 
stead he in anywise more effectual in that direction! Our 
"religious principles and practice" may be suffered to dwindle 
or change from time to time, yet the advice balds forth no 
decided check. 

But I apprehend there were other reasons and operating 
causes, which led to the dropping of this Query, which are 
not acknowledged in the Committee's Report. Not the least 
of these, was ■ strong desire entertained by many of our 
membera, and which was not unknown to that committee, 
to do away with all conventional restraint in the matter of 
marriage. Some of these have gone almost so far as to 



charge upon the wholesome rules of the Society, the o 
or cause of many of the mixed marriages which have taken 
place. Much labour has been bestowed, on another hand, 
to popularize the solemnization of marriage in our Meetings 
for Worship; a policy, alas! which, being once admitted, 
must work its way into every branch of our religious and 
social economy, in fulfilment of that solemn truth, "a little 
leaven, leaveneth the whole lump." 

The recent regulations of the Yearly Meeting in favour of 
marriages in Friends' Meetings, of those who make some 
profession as Friends, but are not strictly such by becoming 
members, are very much the product of this popularizing 
policy; and, in the degeni.TaL' .ondit inn that we are in, will so 
open the way to a familiarity with those of other persuasions, 
and more particularly with such as have little or no fettled 
religious persuasion at all, that our ancient testimony against 
mixed marriages will, by degrees, be made of none effect. 
The adoption of those regulations, as might be expected, has 
been very soon followed by the abolition of the Thirteenth 
Query, and a number of ioiportan I omissions and alterations 
in the Book of Discipline. In the year 1768, it appears that 
the following comprehensive minute was adopted by the 
Yearly Meeting, embodying its concern with that of former 
years on this question: — 

"This meeting having deliberately considered the great exercise 
brought upon our Society by divers in profession with ns, who, 
contrary to our known principles, and the wholesome discipline 
established among us, are joined in marriage by the priest with 
persons either of our own or other persuasions, doth earnestly 
advise that nil Friends use their utwi"St i-ridnavmirs to prevent 
such in arri a ■.;.-« ivtitus'iuvur tin.' i^ai'tie*' inclinations may come 
to their knowledge. 

"And it is the sense and judgment of this mueting, that where any 
marry by the prieat, or in any other manner contrary to the 
established rules of tin 1 Society, thoj shall be dealt with in a 
spirit of Christian love ami tenderness agreeably to our known 
discipline ; and that alter the com mission of such offence, their 
collection shall not be received, nor nhall they lie relieved in the 
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iuanucr i'f ]».i'ir Fiiiinl;-, ll. .j- Tit- mliiiitiril t... air in nie.'tiugs far dis- 
cipline, unti] they lie restored into unity with the Monthly 
Meeting to which they belong. 
"And we earnestly Krriie tli.it j n.tly over one 

another for ymd. and that, yun dt.-nl in time with such offenders, 
endeavouring to reclaim and restore them by brotherly admonition 
and counsel; but where, after patient waiting, you find that 
your continued labour of love hath iiiit its ilc-irvil effect, that you 
neglect not to testify against and disown such persons ; that the 
end and design of Friurids in wl-Uing a v. holesuine discipline 
among us may be answered. But as express directions cannot be 
given for each particular case that may arise, it seems to us 
that the several Monthly Mtf.-tiu.iis are at: libm-ty to judge how 
often such olf. mlcr.i arc tn lie visited and dealt with, and in what 
manner they are to be proceeded against Likewise, Monthly 
Meetings are to judge of the sincerity of such acknowledgments 
as may be offered to them, and to accept or reject as in true 
wisdom may seem meet. " 
The whole extract has been trim scribed from tin? edition of 
1802, as it does not appear in full in that of 1834 ; while in 
the last edition, all that remains is the first sentence of it, 
and part of the scoit'.l, breal-imj oft' at thetoord "tenderness." 
Sec "New Books," pii^cs ;!10-194. 

It will be thus seen that the little that remains of the 
alwve minute, and breaking off where it does, with the date 
of 1768 annexed to it, does nothing like justice to the 
concern of that Meeting. Indeed, the terms "they shall 
be dealt with in a spirit of Christian love and tenderness," 
as they stand in the new edition, may be made to carry another 
meaning and course of action into practice, not, " agreeably to 
our known discipline," &c, j but rather with, much allow- 
ance antl considnration. 

The following minutes, of a kindred character with the 
above, are wholly omitted i'lvim the edition of 1834. Page 
99, 4a, Paragraph!? 14, 17, 19, 20, and 22:— From Nos. 15, 
, and 23, parts are omitted. 

Respecting the minute of 1752, paragraph No. 17, it may 
also be remarked, that in the revision of 1833, an alteration 
was made of some importance, especially when considered in 
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connection with the rules recently made, for the marriage of 
those not members. In its original form, this minute 
commenced as under: — 

" This meeting being sorrowfully affected under the consideration of 

direra in our Society entering into marriage with such as are not 

of the gamt faith ;'' 
but by the Revisers of 1833, those last few words were given 
up for the terms "not in membership with us." The change 
thus made was evidently designed to promote outward 
convenience, but it appears to me that it was calculated also 
to lower the standard not a little, to narrow the ground, and 
to impair the vital bond of our union as a people; and, now 
that mere membership is seen to be in many instances 
audi an incongruity, as a test of oneness in the faith, and 
that there are those who attend our meetings, who are owned 
to be aa much or more of Friends than many that are 
members; the new regulations have arisen in their behalf, 
and the standard now is, not fakh, nor Membership, but 

Among the evils to be upprel tended by the giving up of our 
ancient rules relating to marriage, and the adoption of the 
recent regulations, is a ireneral opening, in course of time, of 
Meetings for Discipline, to the attendance of all who 
frequent our meetings for worship, whether members or uot; 
and attempts have not been wanting in some places to bring 
such a change about. 

These, with the foregoing alterations, in connection with 
the other Queries, are among the many proofs which have 
come into view, that, as a religious Society, we are far from 
enjoying, as did our forefathers, the precious unity, liberty, 
and strength, which there is in the Truth : but that we are 
extensively departed, and departing therefrom, courting the 
praise of men — the good opinion of the world. And, not- 
withstanding much is said on many hands, of things being 
now far better and more hopeful with us than was the 
with the last departing generation ; yet I solaunly 
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believe that this is a deceptive view to take of our condition, 
and that it more behoves us to take up the language of 
lamentation, or to put our mouths as iii the dust and keep 
silence; if so be, there may be hope ; and it may please the 
Lord to bring us back again to our own border, and to fill our 
ranks in righteousness, as in days of old. What, indeed, can 
it avail us to be displaying forward banners, while at the 
same time we are a people of retrca ting stop*, and that much 
valuable ground, which was once possessed in meekness and 
defended with holy firmness, lias already fallen to our adver- 
saries! Our blessed Redeemer was most explicit in saying 
to His followers, "except a tnaajirst deny himself, and take 
up his daily croBs, he cannot be My disciple ;" hereby giving 
a testimony of the terms of union with Him our holy Head. 
Ituubtli.'ss lie ii light have induced great multitudes to follow 
Him, and to bo called by Hia name, had the terms been less 
explicit; but the Church, gathered in such a loose uncertain 
way could not possibly become " the pillar aud ground of 



WOMEN'S QUERIES. 

With regard to the late series of these, it may be remarked 
that they were ten in number, but are now reduced to seven. 
To these another has been added respecting war, which has 
been before alluded to, see page 43. 

The alterations and omissions are of a corresponding 
character with those of the Men's Queries, to which, therefore, 
in great measure, the foregoing observations will also apply. 

The late 1st Query has been shortened. 

The 2nd is slightly altered. 

The 3rd and 4th have been curtailed, altered, aud trans- 
posed as in the Men's. 



EXAMINED AND COMPARED. 

The 5th is lessened, both in terms and substance 

The 6th is omitted. 

The 7th has an addition respecting the publ: 

The 8th and 10th are omitted. 

The 9th remains as before. 



The Queries altogether omitted were as under: — 

"lid Friends avoid vain sports, ami places of diversion, gaming, 
excess in drinking, and other intemperance?" 

" Is care taken early to admonish such as appear inclined to marry 
in a manner contrary to the rules of our Society ; and to report 
auch as persist in refusing to take counsel to the Men's Meeting 



" Have you two or 

Meeting 

of tke discipli 

exercised?" 



: faithful Friends, appointed by the Monthly 
in L-a-cli [Mi'tioukiv inectini; ; and is the part 
nitted to your oare, timely and impartially 



Of these, I have been led to regard with the most painful 
reflections, the omission of the last-named ; and this, not only 
as an act of disrespect towards the calling and constitution 
of Women's Meetings; but also as indicating the sorrowful 
fact, that women Friends arc declining from the weighty and 
substantial services of Chrisr-iii.ii discipline, to put their hands 
to lighter work. And although it is correct, that the 
Women's Yearly Meeting "is not at liberty to make or alter 
any Rules of Discipline or Queries;" yet it seems but just 
to their position as co-workers with the brethren, that they 
should have a free opportunity of deliberating on those 
Queries that are offered for their use. A faithful remonstrance 
was raised at the time by a few, under a full persuasion that 
the new Queries proposed involved a surrender of principle; 
but for the most part they were received by the Women's 
Yearly Meeting in a very implicit manner. 

The following paragraphs have also been omitted from the 
chapter in the "Book of Discipline," headed "Women's 
' pages 144 (2-3), and 147 (6). 
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FOR MINISTERS AND ELDERS. 

Of the alterations which have been made in these Queries 
the one of most importance has been already brought into 
view (on page 17) in connection with the late Second of the 
General Queries. 

The late First Query to Ministers and Elders, which was 
as follows, 

"Do any Friends travel from or among you in the work of the 
ministry without certificates from the Monthly Meetings to which 
they belong, or against their advice?" 

has been relinquished. ; on the ground that its object is 
sufficiently embraced in the printed minutes of Advice, more 
especially that which in the New Books has the dates of 
1720, 1731, and 1861. See pages 163, 151. 

The original extract from the epistle of 1720, from which 
that and another minute liLive been tbrmed, was, in full, as 
under : — 

" friends ill the respective O'IidIIm nn.i Minings are earnestly 
desired and advised, that they use prudence and caution, ao as 
not to be imposed upon by imj-tj'ior* or cheats pretending to the 
ministry, or otherwise. And, lefu n flu n. in thmht or qtieatwii of 
the minUlry ■•/ hhj/ ;«■«(, in that case, that such be called 
upon to shew what certificate they have ; aod, in general, it is 
tenderly recommended to the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings 
to see that Friends who travel in the work of the ministry do go 
in the unity of the Meetings to which they belong, and with 
certificates therefrom. 

"And, further, that it may become the tender care of the said 
several Meetings, to watch over such as may be young in the 
ministry, to see that they walk humbly and wisely; that as on 




the one hand, nothing truly <j iuhn\t to the -jhirii »/ God, and Uia 
edification of 11" <-hitrch mtd /■■ fijji , rimy l,r ilinrimrai/rdj so, on 
the other hand, where anything appeal's whith may make advice 
necessary, that the elders of the church, hoth ministers and 
others, do, in the wisdom of God, give their advice thereupon, 
with due repaid tu tin- statu of weak in ■*.-< rm-i childhood that such 
may be under." 
From this extinct, it is plain, that the concern of the 
Yearly Meeting, was, not unduly to restrict, but to place a 
wholesome guard upon Monthly Meetings, concerning such 
of their members as were exercised in the ministry, whether 
these had been acknowledged tm ministers iu unity or not: 
the further intent of this regulation being, to preserve 
Meetings from becoming imjioiu'd w/joii, by such as presume 
to preach without Divine commission, or to propagate doc- 
trine inconsistent with the truth. 

But the most proving and painful anomaly of present 
times, iu relation to this question, consists in tliis; that, 
inasmuch as a large proportion of the Society that now is, 
may be said to have adopted doctrinal tenets similar to those 
held and published by the late J. J. Gumey, (or at least to 
have given place for them) ; so these, in order to be houest 
to themselves and tliL'ir persuasion, cannot own as approved 
ministers, or promote the labours of those who are more 
decidedly bound to the pure and primitive viewa of Friends. 
Neither can the remnant of the latter heartily co-operate 
with those of the former class, and hence we are become 
not only as a "house divided against itself," but also are 
fallen into that state, in which the true seed, those who 
inherit and abide by tho covenant, are tinder oppression, 
while the innovators exercise the government and sway. 

This is a state of things greatly, indeed, to be lamented: 
but that it is true, I believe many can testify out of deeply 
tried experience, whose souls have often been bowed down 
in secret, as well as in the congregations, under a humbling 
sense thereof ; and have been ready to adopt the mournful 
i of the prophet, "Woe is me for my hurt ! my 
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wound is grievous, but I said, Truly this is a grief, and I 
must bear it." (Jeremiah x. 19v.) 

The late Fifth Query has been so altered as to be now 
clear of the terms so much objected to by many, "plainness 
of speech, behaviour and apparel." 

Two Queries have also been adopted of a kind before 
illuded to, (see page 14), to be read and not answered, in 
regard to which a kindred uneasiness is felt; but in the first 
of these there is an expression, which, in my apprehension, 
is open to particular objection. It is that of "an earnest 
religious exercise for the conversion of sinners," language 
easy to use, but unseemly and assuming, in the form of a 
proposition; (seeing that those who periodically read and 
hear it are themselves but llesh. The Query in which it is 
embodied is as under : — 

"Are Ministers and EMors engaged to watch unto prayer; that 
tliey may themselves lie preserved in hurohle dependance upon 
Christ, and in an earnest religious exercise for the conversion of 
sinners, and for the edifying of the body in the faith and love of 
the Gospel !" 

The valuable and weighty Advices to be read in the Meet- 
ngs of Ministers and Elders have also been subjected to 
considerable modification ; but by reason of the transposition 
of the sentences, the particular changes cannot be so easily 
pointed out. For brevity, simplicity, and fulness, I think, 
however, it may be safely said, that neither in the present 
Edition, nor in that of 1834, are they equal to the Advices 
to Ministers and Elders, that were in the Edition of 1802. 

The following have been omitted from the edition of 
1834. Seepages 168, 169:— 

"Let ministers be careful how they enter upon disputed points in 
their testimony, or make such objections as they do not clearly 
answer, or give repeated expectations of coining to a conclusion, " 

"Men and women are cautioned against travelling together as 
comjianions in the work of the ministry, to avoid all occasions 
of offence." 
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" Let none presume to prophecy in their own spirits Against any 

nation, town, people, or person." 
"Let all beware of too much familiarity, which, biasaing the 

judgment flihI pn.nl Heine n.rt miilm- .ittiicljiu^iit, tniicts to hurt." 
Of these, all more or less important, perhaps the most 
applicable and needed for present times, ia the one last 
quoted. For it is obvious, how much an undue familiarity, 
by means of the affections, together with the caressing of 
young persons, on the part of Ministers and Elders, has 
become a common weakness; as if an expansive aliow of love 
was the great essential to success, in the weighty and solemn 
labours of their calling. Here, indeed, is aground for many 
snares to all engaged therein, for the affectionate part in 
man being unduly promoted, leads to selfishness and vanity 
of the most inveterate kind; lieuee the necessity of a double 
watch in this respect, to all those who are called into the 
holy and public sen-ices of the Gospel, so that they may be 
made partakers tlirmigh Divine mercy, of that scripture 
testimony :— "Now thanks be unto God, which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the 
savour of his knowledge by us in every place. For we are 
unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, 
and in them that perish. * * * * And who is sufficient 
for these things '! For we are not as many which corrupt 
the word of God ; but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the 
sight of God speak we in Christ." 2nd Cor. ii. 14 to X7v. 

In connection with the^e particular (Queries and Advices, 
there have been a few further alterations in the Book of 
Extracts, which require to be noted. 

The following sentence has been cut off from the paragraph 
dated 1731, which, besides eonvf-ying excellent and salutary 
counsel, has also a declaratory value, which should not be 
overlooked :— 

" The Spirit of God bti»;i ihe fmni'lution of «'■' 'rn-. l-noiohdgs and 
experience, both in ministers and hearers, we earnestly eihort that 
all would diligently wait upon and mind it -, ministers in their 
public services, en]jecially, ought always to attend closely to 

f2 
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their several and peculia 
an it in manifested anil r 
modest behaviour, in t 

[■niiindiiLL' tliewasJvra 
may the lietter i 



■ gifts, and minister (hr word faithfully, 
vented to Hum, observing ft decent and. 
e exorcise of their ministry, and not 
'ith tliu affairs df this life, that they 
the holy warfare in which they are 



engaged." See pages 150 (7), and New 

I have looked through the now edition, but, as yet, have 
been unable to find the same truth elsewhere expressed, in 
like clearness, as is contained in the words above quoted; 
"the Spirit of God being tlio foundation of all true know- 
ledge and experience." It is therefore cause of much con- 
cern nnd regret. Uiat such :\ passage should have been taken 

Under the head "Ministers and Elders and their Meetings," 
the following advice to elders, in particular, has been 
omitted. Page 158 (4). 

"Wo earnestly request that the Elders in Monthly and Quarterly 
Meetings, wonld be ready to help and inform the weak, when 
suitable opjiurt.uni ties present, thai; kith ministers and hearers 
pursuing ouo and the same eii'l. namely, the glory of God arid 
the good and welfare of one another, the church may be edified, 
increase, and flourish, to the GOnsolatMH] of the faithful." " * * 
1731, W. B. 
Another of like kind, but more full of particulars, has 
likewise been rejected, it is aw under:- See Page ICO (10). 

"As the Lord i.- sjraciniisly plenuiil i-liV-ctnrilly to toneh the hearts 
of many of the youth, ami |.i ,-] i.'Lri' tliem fur the reception of his 
heavenly gifts, whereby many arc called to the work of the 
ministry ; arid well l.ie.wmp. it in a ■In--. alienlian 'o the. gift, and 
u-nitinij f"t tin h ■•tit:- >i l>i jmirir ami I',/,; to discharge themselves 
therein, whieh bas ever proved a blessing to Ihe individual and 
the churches in general ; we earnestly recommend that the elder* 
and KrHtilitt inilid frinnh do watch over such in a holy concern 

for their, and the churchy e. I ; t-hfit the weak and tender may 

be encouraged in a faithful discharge of their duty ; and, whn-e 
a forward spirit appear* that n:inld trad into maui/ leardt out oj 
the power and life, such may he propirhj adimmislied in the 
meehness of wisdom, that each may apeak by the ability whieh 
the Lord only gives; and that the Monthly Meetings do not 
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i, for many 



The annexed extracts are also wholly omitted from the 
revised edition:— page 160(8, 9); 161(11,12); 162(13,15); 
and 164 (19). Of these, the paragraph No. 12, may ba 
more particularly mentioned, as being of a like declaratory 
kind, with the one hefore alluded to from the written epistle 
of 1731 ; showing tin.' necessity of Divine revelation and 
direction in the services of the ministry, and also that theso 
are to be exercised in a disinterested manner, with no view 
to pecuniary rewards from men. It was as under: — 

"Weare fully persuaded that the ministry of the gospel ia not 

received of man, but by the revelation of Jchus Christ, according 

to that ajiostolic direction : ' As every man hath received the 

gift, even bo minister the same one to another, as good stewards 

of the manifold grace of God; if any man speak let him speak 

as the oracles of God ; if any man minister, let him do it as of 

the ability which Ged giveth ; that God in all things may be 

Cloiilicil tlirou^li Jeans Christ.' And as thin minidry is divine> 

■3 and inducements llierciuilo are perfixtly disinterested, 

ii/ mercenary and lucrative, but concurrent with the 

precept Christ gave to his apostles and immediate followers: 

1 freely ye have received, freely give.'" 1771, P.E. 

Closely correspondent with the testimony contained in 

this, are several of those extracts which have been rejected 

from the chapter, headed " Tithes and Sufferings." 

pages 256 (7); 257 (8, 10); 258 (11). 

the two last named, which conclude in these faithful : 
admonitory words : — 

"We believe also, that. this tiMrt-imony to the purity and ft 
of genuine gospel ministry, strongly evinces that the t'ormatic 
of our Society was not an elf:>rt of human wisdom, neither it 
there anything more ftiti-njuled I., mp oui-Jiiiiiiilntioit, and r 



principle. 



■ degenerate church, thou a general departure from t 



1SI19, P.E. 



For symptoms of the departure, here spoken of, 
concluding remarks on the late Eighth Query, pages 41 a 
42 of this treatise. 




Truly indeed, on the right understanding of the purpose 
and use of tliese, not a little hinges ; and in order thereunto 
it appears needful to recur, as much as may be, to such as 
were originally issued by the Yearly Meeting. By so doing, 
we shall find that they were of a. 'UnrijAhary character, and 
were expressly provided for the use of Friends in their 
Meetings for Discipline, to stir up diligence on the part of 
those engaged therein ; so that the idea of reading them in 
public at the close of a Meeting for Worship, would be 
altogether distant from the minds of their originators. The 
edition of 1802, us herewith extracted and subjoined, will 
suffice to shew their purpose, substance, and unassuming 
character : — 

"Friends are advised, 

1st. To observe duo mud '.'ration in the furniture of their houses : 

and to avoiil ~u]n.Tlliuty in their manner of living : 
2nd. To attend to the limitations of truth in their trade and other 

outward, concerns : 
3rd. To be careful to plate out children, of all degrees, amongst 
those Frienda whose care and example will be most likely to 
conduce to their safety ; to prefer such servants and apprentices 
as are members of our Society ; and not to demand exorbitant 
apprentice fees, lcat tlicy frustrate the eare of Frienda in these 
respects : 
4th. To endeavour to make way for their servants to attend meet- 
ings, iiinl to I'Tiw.mraar.' ili.'iii therein : 
5th. To guard carefully against the introduction of pernicious books 

into their families : 
6th. To make their wills and settle their outward a Hairs in time of 

health : 
7th. To refrain from heing concerned in lotteries ; which this meet- 
ing considers as a apecies of gaining : 
Finally, it is reeoinniendcl [lint all I' rii-iids watch over one another 
for good ; that wheu occasions of uneasiness lirst appear in any, 
they may be treated with in privacy and tenderness, before the 
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matter be communicated to another. Thus the hands of those 

concerned in the further exercise of the discipline will not be 

weakened by a consciousness of their In i inn i.livnisfkes departed 

from the tnie order of the Gospel. And Friends everywhere are 

advised to endeavour to mainta-iu 'the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace ! ' 1791-1801." 

With the exception of one or two minor alterations, that 

might be called for from the changed circumstances of the 

times, these Advices may truly be said to lie m.s applicable now, 

aa was the case when they were first issued. But it is 

obvious, from thuse that have; been mure recently in use, 

that in the revision which took place about the year 1832, 

considerable pains were taken to make them more exhortative 

and doctrinal. The l&ngosge was wdbeaxA and amplified, and 

the general tone elevated, by the introduction of subjects of 

undoubted importance, but which tended ti> frame the whole 

more like a sermon or religions discourse. Thereby these 

plain, sober, and pnu'tical Advice* became somewhat garnished, 

and more easy to the ear, and, consequently tlieir effect was 

diminished, and disciplinary purpose much obviated. The 

doctrine introduced was, moreover, in some degree of a 

trinitarian leaven, in the Episcopalian sense of that term. 

See more particularly the first and second paragraphs. 

The same observations apply to the General Advices of 
the present date; yea there is in them much leas of simplicity 
and distinctness of language, than in either of the former 
editions. This want of plainness and soundness of expression 
is noticed in the words, "prise lite privilege of access;" 

"«. fjiirit of ^■•i-.-iiLi.I.Umi ." aud in I In- paragraph liclinv adverted 
to, on "that simplicity;" "t/iat avoidance;" "t/tat noncon- 
formity;" he. In other expressions, there is an aim at 
seeming, which is painfully i.ibservidile, such aB, "the blessed 
office of peacemaker;" "cke-rinhn Vhritlvni, interest;" "evincing 
a lively concern;" but the must objectionable of tins kind 
is in the paragraph which recommends family Scripture 
readings to "be devoutly conducted" : — a direction peculiarly 
liable to promote an empty studied appearance on such 




"Flee Rome at home" was the pregnant adm 
nitiou of William Pet in, and closely applies to this i 
Moreover, if it has really become needful to inculcate an 
earnest endeavour after devout conduct in the families of 
Friends, at the times when the Scriptures are read, what a 
sorrowful state of things it betrays, how it betokens the 
spreading of vanity ami of worldly-iinndedness in the general 
conduct of such families ! It is mournful to think of the 
Society of Friends, in its collective capacity, giving forth 
such a sentence of counsel as this. 

The transfer of the subjects of three relinquished Queries, 
to the present Advices, has burdened the hitler, with that 
wbich detracts from their general value and acceptance, 
inasmuch :is that transfer was not accomplished in a settled 
and harmonious manner, but in much division ; and it is 
very doubtful whether those paragraphs would have there 
appeared, if it had not been that they had previously existed 
in the form of Queries. 

Three paragraphs that were in the former have been 
omitted from the present, edition, fur whii.:h no account waa 

giveu ill the c imittee's report. They ate the three sentences 

which iinuiediiitelv preceded the conclusion. 

Until within the last three years the General Advices 
were directed to be read "at least once in the year, in the 
Quarterly, Monthly, ii.ru) Preparative Meetings, in the Men's 
and Women's Meetings separately ;" being intended, as well 
as suited, especially in their original form, for those deliber- 
ative and responsible gatherings. But since the time they 
were transformed into a iti'>re duel rinal ami exhortative frame, 
a desire has been propagated that they should lie more publicly 
read than had hitherto been the case. About ten years ago, 
a proposition to this etl'eot was submitted to the Yearly 
Meeting; the occasion selected for such reading to he at the 
close of a First-day morning Meeting for Worship. But at 
that time this proposition was discouraged, it being sensibly 
felt in the Yearly Meeting, tiiat such a practice, c 
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would be liable to increase, in. regard to other readings; 
would tend to obliterate the distinction between members and 
those not members: and to betniy from n pure dependance on 
the Lord alone for His holy presence, and for the fresh 
unfoldings of His blessed truth and will, when gathered for 
the solemn purpose of worship. 

And when this proposition »';is Mindly adopted in the year 
1860, by recommendation from the Revising Committee, it 
was not done without violating the. deep concern and expressed 
solicitude of a number of Friends, who still saw and felt the 
dangers likely to arise from sucli a step ; though an attempt 
was made in some degree to meet the views of these, by 
providing in the minute that sueli reading take place "AFTER 
the close of a First-day morning Meeting for Worship." 
This step, however, though thus guarded, will not fail to 
prove the foothold of much innovation, invention, and 
experiment. 

The Yearly Meeting' a Printed Epistles have been long 
addressed, according to ancient usage, "To the Quarterly 
and Monthly Meetings of Friends, in Great Britain, Ireland, 
and elsewhere;" and their contents were of a character as if 
intended to be read and weightily considered in those meetings 
without, aimiirj J't'i'tker, preferring n goudaud solid ground to 
a great appearance. But, in process of time, these came to 
be read once and twice a year at the close of a Meeting for 
Worship, until by reason of the inconvenience of this, where 
there are many not members, it is found more orderly to 
read them towurtk the close of the meeting, instead of after. 
And so it must come to be with regard to the Advices, if 
their reading on these occasions is still continued. Even at 
Monthly Meetings, it has lately become the practice to read 
the Yearly Epistle, while men and women Friends and others 
are present-, 1 .,■['< nv the Monthly Meeting is constituted in that 
capacity; consequently the deliberative reception of it is 
avoided, and an implicit reliance on the issues of the Yearly 
Meeting is engendered thereby. Another serious consequence 
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of such, a custom is, that the preparation of such documents 
becomes leavened with a new and different object : what is 
suitable for the public ear is consulted, and the private and 
best purposes of the discipline are neglected and frustrated. 
Can we wonder that. undtr such circumstance :ia these, the 
Epistles of latter times have been so much more wordy, 
and like a prepared sermon, and so much less weighty, 
searching and substantial, than was once the easel 

Again, if the more public reading of the Advices is to.be 
promoted because of their edifying contents, the same will 
hold good for the frequent reading on such occasions of a 
portion of Holy Scripture; yea, has it not been initiated 
for that end! For truly, it is as likely to do good to read 
the Scriptures immediately before the time set apart for 
worship, as to read the Advices immediately after. But, 
alssl neither of these, nor any other of man's devisings, will 
avail to revive the dead, to give soundness to Israel, or to 
cover the nakedness of that land whither they come. 

There ia an essential difference between the occasumal 
reading of such documents, to a small company not in a 
meeting for worship, (though all be not members,) and making 
it a general and formal practice throughout the country, by 
ordinance of the Yearly Meeting. The private and family 
reading of the Holy Scripture and other good books, is a 
thing most desirable and necessary; but public readings of 
this kind are attended with peculiar dangers; in the first 
place to the individuals who read, in exalting and formalizing 
them, and also in drawing out tin. 1 minds of the people from 
their true centre, into an (indue attachment for outward 
observances. In regard moreover to the reading, in the 'way 
now adopted, of these particular Advices, there is in them- 
selves, in my apprehension, strong internal evidence a; 
it, especially in the paragraph which says; — 

"Cherish n. Christian interest on behalf of such attenders of j 
Meetings as are not in membership; eviiipiny a lively con* 
for their religions wolfiire aort growth in the truth]" 
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for it must be repugnant to a modest and conscientious n 
to read out such a paragraph, in the hearing of those to whom 
it refers. A similar objection arises to the public reading of 
such a sentence as this : — 

"Endeavour to promote Out temporal, moral and religious well-being 
of your fellow men;" 

as it assumes such a power of conferring advantage o 
part of those addressed. 

Out of these many objections it is, tliiit. ;\. number of Friends 
in different places, have felt their consciences so burdened 
by the practice alluded to; that though it is painful to thei 
feelings to appear to differ, in so open a manner ; yet the 
way of peace has only been found, by leaving the meeting, 
at the time when the reading hits been proposed. These have 
verily believed, that the arising of this form amongst n 
not been in the counsel of God, but in the willings of poor 
finite man ; and that therefore in regard thereunto, as well 
aa to some other modern inventions, they cannot be subject, 
lest they should grieve the good Spirit of Clu-ist, deny their 
true brethren, and lose the sweet blessing of peace of mind. 




CHAPTER I.— CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 



Having passed through, for the most part, such of the 
Advices, Queries, and Rules of Discipline, as have been 
altered and omitted by the lulu revision, it now becomes due 
to give some attention to the book itself, to the new matter 
which has been introduced, and which occupies so large a. 
space in the present volume." The object of the writer in so 
doing, has been to test those Minutes, Kx tract r, £c, with the 
view of proving their soundness or otherwise. On thia 
account, therefore, such parts, chiefly, "'ill be brought into 
notice as have given cause for uneasiness; for J am not 
insensible that even in the |i resent volume, tliere still exists a 
large amount of valuable counsel, doubtless the product of 
best wisdom, and issued from time to time by the Yearly 
Meeting, out of a deep and true exercise before the Lord for 
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the welfare of our Society, and for the advancement of I 
blessed cause and kingdom in the earth. Indeed, wei* it not 
for this, the labour of sifting such a volume would bo i 
unnecessary as unwise. 

With regard to the lunik itself in its present arrangement, not 
a little concern has been felt in observing its division into three 
parts, severally entitled "Christian Doctrine," "Christian 
Practice," and "Christian Discipline." The Chapter on 
Christian Practice consists fif sm.-h Advices as remain, 
relating to the due attendance and keeping up of Meetings 
for Worship; the maintenance of our religious t 
and genera! conduct hi life. That on Christian Disciplin 
mostly confined to the keeping np of the .several sorts ( 
Meetings fur Discipline, and the routine of business c 
on in them; as also in the Meetings for Ministers and Elders, 
the Meeting for Sufferings, .fee. Whether this severance of 
practice from discipline will prove of any real advantage is 
open to question ; but that which excites the most solicitude 
is the formation now, for the first time, of a chapter < 
Doctrine. 

I apprehend the Yearly Meeting of 1800, was not generally 
conscious or apprized of the prolmbility of such a circum- 
stance, when the Book of Discipline, was committed for 
revision, so that its coming lorth in such a shape took plac 
withoutthc previous knowledge, diieelion, or recommendation 
of that meeting. Now, whether it were so designed t 
by the Revising C'omntiticc, the bringing forward ii 
New Book of a chapter on Doctrine, is directly calculated to 
meet the views of many superficial members, and to induce a 
persuasion in their minds, that we have now within the 
compass of one book — nil that the Society sanctions in the form 
of Doctrine, and sustains in Discipline. By the same means 
is implied the sorrowful fact, that the Yearly Meeting is 
withdrawing its approval from a number of valuable doctrinal 
works formerly written in behalf of the Truth ; and which 
were circulated without reserve up to modern times, by 
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direction of the Yearly Meeting through the Meeting for 



For the formation of this separate chapter on Doctrine, 
the following account ia given in the preface to the present 
edition : — 

"Under the conviction that all Bound Christian practice must be 
baaed upon the unchangeable truth of the Gospel of our Holy 
Redeemer, it haa been thought ri.nlsC l<> cfmiuu'iic-i; tho wm-k with 
a chapter on "Christian Doctrine," consisting of extracts from 
documents issued at ditiiTPut |..'iinj.* on huhall nf the Society." 

The words of this extract, "all sound Ohristian practice 
must be baaed -upon the nnrhmiJjeahln truth of the Gospel of 
our Holy Redeemer," are of such an ambiguous, notional 
phraseology — -the language < ,f c-y< -ed makers — that they fail to 
yield a satisfactory evidence. Had it been stated that all 
Christian practice must rc.suUfrom the reign of Christ in the 
heart of man, it would have answered to all experience, and 
both the antecedent and the consequent would be clear to 
view. Whereas, Hie ii.inbi^uous language before mentioned, 
betrays in my apprehension, an unnecessary and laboured 
attempt to bind all to the letter of Scripture, as though there 
might be some particulars of our acknowledged faith and 
practice, which did nut. .stand well with that good testimony, 

There are a few other expressions in the Preface, which 
are not satisfactory, and only need to be mentioned, such as 
the following: — "the refjidir prrjormoru:'' of puhlie worship;"* 
— "To the members of our own Society we commend the 
ensuing pages, in the earnest desire that the blessing of 
the Lord may '''■*'■ upon their publication." It is also stated, 
that "Rides however wisely devised or carefully digested, 
if acted on with a mere rigid adherence to the letter will 
i only to formalism." 

As a contrast to the last quoted sentence, there if 
the Preface to the Edition of 1782, which is much more 
clear and happily expressed, as 

"We are not, however, without a clear sense that this publioatioi 
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will prove insufficient to produce the desired .Hi rt, unless w 
very pfiroful to move and act under the immediate influence of 
tlie Spirit of Chriat in the pure love of the Gospel; a close 
adherence to which would render a multiplicity of rule* 
unnecessary. " 



In the Chapter on Christian Doctrine, the first Extract 
is from an Epistle addressed l>v George Fox and others to 
the Governor of Barbadoes, in the year 1IJ71 ; and ia excel- 
lent throughout as » confession to the coining in the flesh 
death, and resurrection, ministry anil mediation of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ 

From the next Extract, which is taken from the General 
Epistle of lfi83, the concluding sentence has been foreclosed 
at the words "the Amen; " and i.lic follnwiii^ struck off:— 

" And the faithful and true witness in all His, mates anil fimaks ; 
the heavenly rnck and foundation for all the btMeeer* in the tight 
and children of the day to build npon, to stand sure." 

In the year 1693, upon the occasion of a schism from the 
body, fomented by George Keith and others, when many 
unjust reproaches and false accusations were laid upon 
Friends, as to their soundness in "several fundamental doc- 
trines of the Christian faith ;" a copious declaration of 
true belief therein, was prepared and published by Friends 
in London, on behalf of the Society, and entitled ' 
Christian Doctrine and Society of the people called Quakers, 
cleared," &c. 

A large part of this important document appeared with 
the Preface to the Third Edition of the Book of Disciplint 
in 1834 ; and with one or two short omissions, the same has 
been carried forward to pages and 4 respectively in the 
new Edition. The chief of these small omissions will be 
found at the end of the fourth paragraph, the rejected i 
being: — " We were reconci/iil hy His death, but saved by Hi* 
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life." Another is the loss of the word "Christ" which was 
quite in its place at the end. of the 8th paragraph." 

Inasmuch, however, as thru extract is now embodied in the 
new chapter, entitled "Christian Due trine," I have been led to 
compare it more purtioulaily with the original, as it appears 
hi SewcM's History, and thus rind, that with respect to 
the whole declaration or document, there are some very 
serious omissions. A few minor alterations were made in 
the transcript of what was selected from this document, 
which need not to he particularized. But as the larger parts 
omitted, bore witness for the Truth on some important 
points, not elsewhere so plainly held forth or exhibited in 
the Chapter now under review ; it has seemed best to revive 
them here :— 

" For any whom (iod hath sifted and called sincerely to preach 
faith in the same Christ, both an irithiii ami iriiJmut im, cannnt be 
in ii.'n, •■!, in;, !■/,, ■.'.',■. hni una iiiul i','- •a, a-- Lord J- 'in- I'hi-ini : 
having respect to those degrees of our spiritual knowledge of Christ 
Jeaus in us, and to his own unspeakable ftducss and glory, as 
in himself, in his own entire lieiug. wherein Christ himself and 
the least measure of llisli/jht nr life, us in us or in mankind, are 
not divided nor separable, tio more than the sun is from its light. 
And OS He ascended far above all heavens, that He might (ill all 
things, His fulness cannot V !.■■ <in | ■re-li.rmln-.J nr euutained in any 
finite creature ; but in some measure known and experienced in 
us, as we are capable tn receive the same, as of His fidness we 
have received grace for grace. Christ our Mediator received the 
Spirit, uot by measure but in fulness ; but to every one of Us is 
given grace, according In thy measure of his gift-" 

The above should be placed between the 5th and 6th 
paragraphs in the extract that appears in theNew Books. 

The following still larger and more comprehensive of the 
passages omitted, belongs to that part of the doeiuuent 
immediately preceding tin: paragraph — on the resurrection of 
the dead. See pages S and 6. 

"True and living faithin Christ . I esus, the Son of thelivingGod, 
has respect to his entire being and fulness, to him entirely as in 
himself, and as all power in heaven and earth is given unto him ; 
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and alao an eye and respect to the same Son uf God as inwardly 
making himself known in tile soul, in every decree, of his Imht, 
life, spirit, grace, and truth; and as lis is both the word of faith, 
and a quickening spirit in us, whereby he is the immediate cause, 
author, object, and strength of our living faith in bis name and 
power, and of the work of our salvation from sin and bondage- of 
corruption: and the Son of God cannot be divided from the 
least or lowest appearance of his own divine light (or life in us 
or in mankind] no more than tin; sun from its own light. Nor iB 
the sufficiency of his light within by us set up in opposition to 
miiiii Christ, or his fulness, considered as in himself or 

ithout us; nor can any measure or degree of light received from 
Christ (as such) he properly culled the fulness of Christ, or 
Christ as iu fulness, nor exclude him (so eon side red) from be big 
our complete Saviour ; for Christ himself to be oiLr li'jld, our life, 
and filiirlaiir, is ■<■> •:-ii,*i,i!,<,it. that without bis light we could not 
know life, nor him to save us from sin, or deliver us from dark- 
ness, condemnation, or wrath to come. And where the lout 
i/iyr*? or measure uf tli is livdit ;unl lift; uf l.'lirist vi1 hiu is sincerely 
waited in, followed and obeyed, there is a blessed increase of 
light and grace known and felt ; aa the path of the just, it ahines 
■a and more, until the perfect day; and thereby a growing in 
;e, and in the knowledge of God, and of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, hath been, and is truly experienced. And this 
light, life, or Spirit of Christ within (for they are one divine 

iuciple] is suflieient to lead unlo all truth; liai'iinj in it the 
' lustrations both of judgment and mercy, both of law 
uid gosprt, (even that gospel which is preached in every intelli- 
gent creature under lmiivent: it does not only, as in its lirst 
minlstratitju, manifest sin, and reprove nnd condemn for sin; but 
also excites and leads them that believe in it to truo repentance, 
and thereupon to receive that mercy, pardon, and redemption in 
Christ Jesus, which he has obtained for mankind, in those gospel 
terms of faith (in his name), true repentance 
Christ thereby required. 

o that the light and life of the Sou of God within, t 
obeyed and fellowetl, as beiuy tlie principle of the second 01 
Covenant, as Christ the light is confessed to be (even as he is the 
seed or word of faitb in all men], this docs not leave men or 
women (who believe in the light] under the first Covenant, nor 
B of the bondwoman, as the literal Jews were, (when 
gonn from the Spirit of God and his Christ in them] ; but it 
naturally leads them into the new Covenant, into the new and 
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living way, and to the adoption of sons, to be children and sons 
of the free woman, of Jerusalem from above. 

"It is true that we might not to lay aside, nor should anyunder- 
value, but highly esteem true i .vi-.-l. -li i n^-, ami tin: Ituly Scriptures, 
and the sincere lrelief and faith of Christ, as he died for our sins 
and rose again for our justification, together with Christ's inward 
and spiritual appearance and work of grace in the soul, livingly 
to open the mystery of his death, and perfectly to tfftei both 
our rccniinHn/iun, mnrtii!-utit,n. and ju.-it[fkntivn ; and wherever 
Christ qualifies and calls any to preach anil demonstrate the 
mystery of his coming, death, and resurrection, &c, even 
■mong the Gentiles, Christ ought, accordingly, to be both 
preached, believed, and received. 

"Yet, supposing there have been or are such pious and conscien- 
tious Gentiles, in whom Christ was and is as the seed or principle 
of the second or new Cove limit, the light, the word of faith (as is 
granted), and that such live uprightly and faithfully to that 
light they have, or to what is made known of God in them, and 
who, therefore, in that state cannot perish (but shall be saved), 
as is also confessed ; and supposing these have not the outward 
advantage of preaching, Scripture, or thence the knowledge of 
Christ's outward coming, his being outwardly crucified and risen 
from the dead, can such (thus considered) be justly excluded 
Christianity, or the Covenant of Grace, as to the virtue, life, and 
nature thereof, Or truly deemed no Christians, or void of any 
Christian faith in the life anil power of the Sou of God within, 
or be only sons of the first Covenant, and Iwnd-woinan, like 
the literal outside Jews? or must all be excluded any true know- 
ledge or faith of Christ within them, unless they have the 
knowledge of Christ as without them? ,W>, skit.' for that would 
unply insulio-r'iiry in Christ and his light as within them, and 
frustrate God's good end and promise of Christ, and his free and 
universal love and grace to mankind, in sending his Son. We 
Hi.ii it:;l']v l".liivr> the contrary, that they must have soma 
true faith and interest in Christ and his mediation, because of 
Cod's free love in Christ to all mankind, and Christ dying for all 
men, and being driven fur a li^ht nf th" Gentiles, and fur salvation 
to the ends of the earth. And because of their living up 
siriecrcly ami faithfully to his light in them, their being pious, 
i-.iii sclent ifniH, accepted, and saved (as is granted), wo cannot 
reasonably think a sincere, pious, or godly man, wholly void of 
Christianity (of what nation soever he be); because none can 
come to God or godliness, but by Christ, by his light and grace 
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in them. Yet we grant if there be such pious sincere men or 
women, as have not the Scripture or knowledge of Christ, a* 
outwardly crucified, &c, they are not perfect Christiana in 
perfections, aa in all knowledge and understanding, all points of 
doctrine, and outward profession of Christ; so that they t 
letter than they profess or pretend to he ; they are more Jews 
inward, and Christians hi ward, than in outwan.1 show or profession. 
V:. ■-■■ < i -■ ■ I ' \iiul i.-r n:ii ■ i !■■■■. in ill,-, 

and substance, though not in knowledge and understanding. A 
man or woman having the life and fruits of true Christianity, 
the fruits of the spirit of Christ in them, that can talk little 
thereof, or of creeds, points, or articles of fait.li, (yea, many that 
Oil mint read 1 utters |, yet may lie true Christians in spirit andlife; 
and some could die fur Christ, I lint could not dispute for him: and 
even iK/'i.i!it.i that die in iuiiooon^y, arc not deluded the grace of 
Got], or salvation in aud by Christ Jesus, the image and nature of 
the Sou of God, briny in stunt measure in Ih cm, and they under 
God's care anil special providence. 

"Aud though n i- had the I l»lv Scripture* of the Old and New 
Tc -lament, and a belief of Christ crucified and risen, etc., we 
never truly knew the mystery thereof, unlit we were turned Co 
the lUjht uf la? ijnn:e ami Spirit within us. We knew not what it 
was to he reconciled liy his death, and saved by his life, or what 
it was to know the fellowship of his sufferings, the power of hi* 
resurrection, or to he made con formal .]« unto his death — we knew 
not, until he opened our eyea, aud turned our minds from dark- 
ness unto hia own Dii-iiie. Ihtlit and life within us. 

" Notwithstanding, we do sincerely aud greatly esteem and valus 
the Holy Script tins, preach hie: and teaching of faithful, Divinely 
ffUpired, gifted, and qualMicd persons and ministers of Jesus 
Christ, as being great outward hel|», and instrumental in his 
hand, and by hia Spirit, for conversion, where God is pleased to 
afford those outward helps and means ; as that we neither do nor 
may oppose the sufficiency of the light, or Spirit of I 'h list within, to 
mch outward helps or means, so as to reject, disestcein, or under- 
value them ; for they ail proceed from the same light nnd tpitit, 
ami kttd tn turn in-tin' mind* tkrr< iii-t-i, and all eeatre therein. 

i the Holy Scriptures or true preaching without, be 

justly set in opposition to the light or Spirit of God or Christ 

within ; for his faithful lnessenj-ers are ministers thereof, being sent 

people to the same light and spirit in them. 

s certain that great b the mystery of godliness in itself, in 

. being and excellency, namely, that God should be and 





was manifest in the flesh, justified in the spirit, a 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed ou in the world, andn 
up into glory. 

"And it is a, great and precious mystery of Godliness and 

Christianity also, Unit I'hr'H ulitmlil hi- .s/>ii-ituiittt/ i/n-1 effectually 

in men's hearts, to save and deliver them from sin, Satan, and the 

bondage of corruption, I 'hri»t liein^ thus revealed in true believers, 

and dwelling in their hearts l.y tail li- -Christ within the hope of 

glory, our light and life, who of God is made unto us wisdom, 

rifilit'/onsncss, SiLijetilLiatimj, iiud iviieviiptiiin. And, therefore, 

this mystery of godliness, both as in its own being and glory, and 

also as in men (in many hid and some revealed), hath been and 

must be tesf ilii.il, preached, and believed; where God is pleased 

to give co> i mi i.-.-i . ■! i (:uid in-qjari- |ii'oi,le's hearts for the same), 

and not in man'* wilt." 

The foregoing extract (notwithstanding its length, and 

that it ever and again recurs as to the same thing), has been 

given in full ; as it bears ample ami undeniable testimony to 

the great doctrine of Christ in man, and to the universality 

and sufficiency of the j/raee of God which is by him; as also, 

every line tells of substance, and none are occupied with 

notions. And it plainly shows how large a place these 

subjects had in the concern of those who wrote the original 

document. For although sorely pressed by many adversaries 

in that day, with regard to their belief in the Man Christ 

Jesus, the Son of the living God, who was miraculously 

conceived by the Holy Ghost, and born of the Virgin Mary, 

who also suffered For our sins and for the sins of all men, by 

his death upon the cross, and rose again; and in whose 

Name the remission of sins in to be preached unto all nations: 

yet, as the main stress of all those reproaches that were cast 

upon them, was to invaHdut-e their witness to the coming of 

Christ in spirit, and to his universal end tit-ring light; so 

were they concerned to stand by this — the seed of the 

kingdom, the root of all experience, the corner stone of their 

profession. And through unfailing Divine support, they 

were enabled so to do ; and were not ashamed of the rock of 

their strength, when the proud waves of opposition did beat 

against it, and against them. 
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But truly mournful is the reflection that there have arisen 
amongst' us in modern times, those who are solicitous to hold 
back and to hide from view, such a full and irrefragable 
testimony to these blessed truths. A few short sentences, 
in the extract which appears in the present Book of 
Discipline, are of a kindred import to the foregoing larger 
parts omitted; but there are none there that give forth the 
same doctrines in so full and plain a manner. 

There is yet another, a most solemn and substantial part 
of this document, on the doctrine of eternal judgment, which 
has been similarly dealt with. A few of its first and most 
easy sentences have been adopted, and, with the exception of 
the Scripture references, are as under: — - 

For the doctrine "f eternal judgment: God hath committed all 
in-lenient unto lli< Sou ,Tosus Christ; and He is Judge both of 
quick and dead, and of the states and ends of all mankind. 

"That there shall lie liere:Ul.er n irroat harvest, which ia the end 
of the » Mi-Id. m great day of judgment, and the judgment of that 
great day, the Huly Scripture is clear. 'When the Son of Man 
shall c.'irie. in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then 
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory ; and liefore him shaJJ be 
gathered all nations,' &c" 

But the concluding and far the larger portion was left 
out; yet as it closely answers in doctrine, and in tenour, to 
the other parts rejected, as before given ; and being fraught 
with most solemn and thitliful admonitions, in regard to that 
awful day that is to come upon, all flesh ; and is, moreover, 
deeply consolatory to all the tried and faithful followers of 
the Lamb, — those who are concerned to own Him in his 
inward appearance, in [fin spiritual snderiiigs, in His unutter- 
able patience, as He is the seed of lite in the hearts of all men; 
the whole passage is also here subjoined. 

That this blessed heavenly Man, this Son of Man, who hath so 
deeply suffered and endured so many great indignities and perse- 
a his adversaries, (both to himself and his members 
and brethren!, should at last, even in the last and great day, 
signally aud manifestly appear in glory and triumph, attended 
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with all his glorious heavenly host and retinue before all nations, 
before all bis enemies, and those that huve denied him ; this will 
be to their great terror and amazement, that this most glorious 
heavenly Man, and hie brethren, that have been so much 
contemned and set at nought, should In? thus exalted over their 
enemies and persecutors, in glory and triumph, is a righteous thing 
with God ; and that they that suffer with him, should appear 
with him in glory and dignity when he thus appears at last. 
Christ wns judge of the world, and the prince thereof, when on 
earth. He is still judge of the world, the wickedness and prince 
thereof, liy hia light, a/iirit, anil, f/in/i-l in men's hearts and 
co>i>:-ii'iir.t-*. And He will be the judge and final determiner 
thereof in that great day appointed ; God having appointed a day 
wherein He will judge the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained. Christ foretold, it shall bo more 
tolerable for them of the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the 
day of judgment than for that city or people that would not 
receive hi? messengers or ministers. It is certain that God knows 
how to deliver the godly out of all their trials and afflictions, and 
at last to bring them forth, and raise them up into glory with 
Christ ; so he kuoweth also how to reserve the unjust and finally 
impenitent unto the day of j iidj.iueiit to l>p punished. He will 
bring them forth unto the day of destruction. The Lord can 
and will reserve such impenitent, presumptuous, and rehollious 
criminals, a* bound under chains of darkness, (as were the fallen 
10 the judgment of the great day. It is not for us to 
or dispute the manner how they shall be so reserved ; 
t to God, he knows how. 
"At the last tramp of Gild, and voice of the archangel, the dead 
■hall be raised iinui i-n |.lil il>-. t.ha dead in Christ shall rise first. 

" Many are often alarmed in conscience here by the word and 
voice of God; who stop their ears and slight those warnings ; but 
the great and final alarm of the last trumpet, they cannot stop 
their ears against, nor escape, it will unavoidably seize upon, and 
further awaken them finally to judgment. They that will not 
be alarmed in their consciences unto repentance, nor out of their 
■ins here, must certainly be alarmed to judgment hereafter. 

"Whosoever do now wilfully shut their eyes, hate, contemn, or 
shun tlie liylil of Christ, or lii» appen.ra.net vilhin, shall at last bo 
made to see, and not be able to shun or hide themselves from his 
glorious and dreadful appearance from heaven with his mighty 
angels, as with lightning and in flaming lire, to render vengeance 
on all them that know not God, and ohey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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"And though many now evade and rejeut the Inward convictions 
and judgment of the light, and shut up the retards or books thereof 

their own consciences, they shall be at last opened, and every 
ie judgod of these thine* riv. .voVil therein, according to their 
works." Kev. x. 12, 13, 14, and 15 v. 

The next Extract that is given in this Chapter is from 
the General Epistle of 1 736, arid is truly sound and good. 
Nevertheless it was also shortened, in the revision of 1833, 
and a period put to it in the middle of a sentence, as. it stood 
in the original. The concluding part omitted was as follows : — 

• * * "which" [h.ily f.iith In I 'hrist and in His Spirit] "will enable 

you to worship Ijo.t in spirit with acceptance, and preserve yon 

in a lively frame of mind, from <i druwsy and lukewarm spirit; 

which in all our religious assemblies, ought b> he guarded against 

with the utmost care and ci minis [ioction. In this lively faith 

and pure lift of < 'lirist, yon will have ;Ik victory over the world, 

over your desires after the ;.;ii[i' ivir ami perish i 112 things thereof, 

all corrupt customs anil fashions, whieh are contrary to 

the purity of the (iospel, and our ancient Christina testimony." 

See Edition of 1802, page 83, "Meetings for Worship:"— »nd 

Ed. 1834, page 39 {J 1). 

the Yearly Meeting of 1829, a Declaratory Minute v 

upted, giving forth the continued belief of Friends, 

cerniug our Lord Jesus Christ ; and the inspiration of the 

Old and New Testament. This was intended to counteract 

the spread of an awful defection from the faith, which about 

that time had torn the churches, in America, and also aome 

time before, in Ireland ; and comes next under notice. On 

a careful reading of its contents, there is met with for the 

first time, in the course of this chapter, a fsaiisihlti deficiency 

in the fiiibstance of some of its declarations. In the early 

part of this document it is truly stated, 

" That the promise made Bftsr ths liHlnWH— iilll of our first parent*, 
in the consequence of whose fall all the posterity of Adam «ro 
involved, tlial the seed of the uiomtm iha.lt britixe tlw, htad of the 
serpent, <tc, had a direct reference to the coming in the flesh of 
the Lord Jesua Christ." 
Butinaamuch as it 13 here limited, as it were, to the personal 
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and work of Christ in the body that was prepared 
for Him; the Full faith of Friends on this great question ia 
not delivered. — -For this promise of God to our first parents 
has also a true and direct reference to tht com-in;/ cm:/ in- 
dwelling of C/triM in the, hearts of His people, and to Ilia 
saving work in mail, in all ages. 

In one of the Epistles of George Fox, which was written 
in 1G78, "to visit the churches of Christ in London and 
elsewhere"; this doctrine of Christ the Seed, is experiment- 
ally and faithfully delivered in the following language: — 

"Dear Friends,— "To whom is my love in the heaveuly Seed, in 
whom all nations are Mussel. 0, keep all in this Seed, in which 
ye are blessed, ami in which Abraham and all the faithful were 
blessed, with'iut the duels of Hie law ; fur the promise was and 
is to, and with the Seed, and not with the law of the first cove- 
nant. In this Seed all nations, and ye, are blessed, which 
bruiseth the k-mt :■/ tin- inJ tluji. hi-ijinjlit- 'he <■</)',■<-, and separated 
man from God. This is the Seed which reconciles you to God, 
this is the Sen] in which ye arc 1 ilcssuil l'uih in temporals and 
ipirituals ; through which ye have an inheritance among the 
sanctified, that Cannot be defiled, neither can any defiled thing 
enter into its possession ; fur all ileiileineiiH .ire out of this Seed. 
This is that which leavens into a new lump, and braises the 
head of the wicked seed, which leavens into the old lump, upon 
which the Sim of righteousness, goes down and sets ; hut it never 
goes down and seta to them that walk in the Seed, in which all 
nations are blessed: by which Sceil they arc brought up to God, 
which puts down that seed which :.oj«Liated them from God j 
jki that there conns to be nolhin-i '.. hn-en them "mi Oml." 
&ee also another of his Epistles to Friends in the Ministry, 
written in 1654. 

In the Extract given on pages 11, 10, from the general 
Epistle of 18.10, poverty of doctrine with a tendency out- 
ward becomes more apparent ; of which an instance may be 
given by the lullowin^ paragraph: — 

■' We beseech all whom wc are addressing to contemplate these lalemn 
trlitlix with due reverence; yet frequently to meditate thereon, 
seeking for the owMdmm of the grace of God to direct their 
understandings aright- As this is done with humble and 



believing hearts, the conviction will increase, and ultimately 
become settled, that it is a great mercy to know individually that 
wo have not a High Priest who cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities, but who was in all Jwjints tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin." 
There is a tendency in such a passage as this towards 
imaginations, and to alienate the mind from a pure depend- 
ance on the first motions and dratt'tiuja of the Father; as 
though the beginning of the work was in our own hands. 
In another place is the singular statement, that the guidance 
of the Spirit of God " is not a doctrine of wy.it icUm, hut one 
of practical piety." Now, if by mi/nticixm is meant fanati- 
cism, the statement is correct ; hnt that it is an inward 
work, hid/rum tin: ciu-md mind is undeniable. The "great 
office" of the Eluly Spirit, is also attempted to be defined in 
this Epistle ; and it is further stated, that this divine Teacher, 
" if ' dUiij''.ntlif giiiif/ht- if!.*',- inul wi-itcd for, will, befound to be 
a swift witness for God in the soul," too.) whereas he is oft- 
times a swift witness in the soul when not sought unto at all, 
in the capacity of a Reprover. 

The Extract taken from the Epistle of 1836, has been 
already treated of in previous pages, in connection with the 
Fifth Query, but has some other inconsistencies which are not 
there mentioned, such a.s the following ; " the gospel which he 
(John) wrote." The Holy Scripture;* are said to "rest on the 
authority of God himself ;" and to be "the appointed means 
of making known to us the blessed truths of Christianity." 
Exception is taken to this, because the prefix of the article 
"The" too much excludes all other means, whether written, 
oral, or spiritual. The whole Epistle has the savour of a 
laboured document, not issued in the fresh openings of the 
Divine will ; which is professed to be looked for on those 
; and it is matter of much regret that it has been 
in three different forms within the pnst few years, 
with the implied sanction of the Yearly Meeting," Its pages 
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were mainly occupied with a response to a proposition from 
the Quarterly Meeting of Westmoreland, which was couched 
in these captive-taking terms: — 

"A difference of opinion having arisen in the Society, as to the 
authority of Holy Scripture in matters of faith and practice, this 
Meeting requests the Yearly Meeting to take the subject into its 
Serious consideration, and clearly to define what are in its estima- 
tion, the authority, place, and office of Holy Scripture, at Che 
rule of faith and practice." 

It is remarkable also, that it was at one of the sittings of 
the same Yearly Meeting, by which itiis Epistle was framed 
and given forth, that a memorable communication was de- 
livered hy the Into Sarah Grubb, some of the predictions of 
which have been so literally I'ullillod : and in which she said: — 
"The time is now come, often foretold, when the Lord would 
descend amoiigat this people, a-* tlie rain, the storm, and the 
overflowing flood. It must, indeed, be acknowledged, that a 
mighty shaking has come upoD us." »**•*•••* 
" Oh my friends ! there were some in ancient days, who said one 
to another, 'Goto, Ictus make brick, and burn them thoroughly; 
let us budd us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto 
heaven.' Some of you are laying hand to hand, and shoulder 
to shoulder, to erect a tower whose top may reach unto heaven j 
beautiful indeed to the eya, and of fair proportions ■ and you are 
■aying to others — iii.rar anil Jirlinld « lint vre- tire doing; join your- 
selves unto us, and we will show you the gospel path unto 
heaven; a path full of charity and love] an easy and a com- 
fortable path, wherein yo may avoid the cross." " 

Yery soon after this, a number of those most dissaffected 
in doctrine, had left the Society, and there followed a season, 
of comparative rest. 

By the Yearly Meeting of 1841, an Address was issued, 
entitled " A Testimony to the Authority of Christ in bis 
Church ■" which met with much acceptance, because of its 
generally good and edifying contents. A considerable 
extract therefrom will be found, pages 15, 14. Some of its 
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expressions betray a weakness, that the Yearly Meeting of 

former days would have been alive to and not committed ; 

but on the whole, it is a solace to read over such a document 

as this, in comparison to the one last mentioned. One of its 

omitted passages, which might not Ire considered suitable 

for the Chapter on Doctrine, 30 meets the witness, aa to 

what would he good for us all to give place to, at the 

present time, that it seems best to revive it, as under: — 

" We are sensible that aa a religious Society, we have causa for 

deep humiliation, in that for want of greater faithfulness and 

devotedness, we do not, as a church, commend to tho3e around 

us, as we ought to do, these views of the great privileges and 

blessings of the (lospel disposition, ami of that high attainment 

which it is the duty of all men to press after. We confess that 

the love of the world has, in too many instances, prevented the 

love of the Father from dwelling in us. At the same time we 

feel tliat we are not justified on. this account. in lowering the 

standard of truth and nt/hleo/mitem, or in flinching from the 

avowal of what we Sc&eM f-o be our kijh calling, and t/ie high 

calling of all in Christ Jtsus. And we further feel that it would 

be a want of fuith on our parts, and an act of ingratitude, not to 

acknowledge that in his mercy, ihe Great Head of the Church 

has, in the diil'crcut periods of our history, given to his faithful 

servants among us, of all classes anil in all stations, to experience, 

Him to be their Almighty lii-lpcr, their King, and their High 

Priest ; and that, when silently met in our assemblies for Divine 

worship, and also for the affairs of the l.'hureh. He has at times, 

in His mercy, given us to feel that He was with us, to guide us by 

His spirit, to preside among us, and to coulirin our faith; and 

that He has, by the immediate power of his -Spirit, enabled his 

ministers among us to speak to the edification aud comfort of 

others, and to declare the unsearchable richea of Christ. We 

tlierefore dare not in any wise abandon Aom spiritual views of hi* 

ir-ijn a n't jii'*'in:-\ in.-'/ i if tit. i-r! .aiiiiit- iirt/ of IT in <i'u-y, to 

which our predecessors in the truth were called to bear testimony." 

With the exception of two short extracts of a. previous 

date, the remainder of ths Chapter on Doctrine, (about five 

pages), is oeciipitd with select Lous from the Epistles of the 

past few years: viz.: 1852, 1854, 1857, 1858, and 1861. 

After a careful reading of these, it has to be acknowledged 
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with respect to them all, that there is more of words than 
weight, more of study than duty, more of picture than life. 
In the one dated 1852, in an unsatisfactory sentence beginning 
with the words: — "Thus humbling Himself, that we might 
be exalted ;" and again, in the some Kpistk-, is the following 
effeminate appeal t<> nun of high estate: — 

"Beloved friends! how high mid holy is our vocation in being called 
by the nam?, and invito! in tin.' service r,i' sueh a Saviour. There 
is not one amongst us. what.rvi r lie the advantages of his educa- 
tioo, the amiublenrss of Lis disposition, or Liu advancement in 
refinement and inti'lliycnee, — there is not one of us to whom, in 
his natural state, tlie language of our adorable Redeemer may 
not be addressed, ' Ye must be born again.' " 

In the Epistle of 1857, is the following ambiguous 

language: 

"It is a distinguishing fern lire "f t-lif ivorli of the Holy Spirit, that 
it bears an effectual witness to Christ, and brings to the enjoy- 
ment of his grace in those various relations, in which He has 
been pleased to reveal Himself." 
Here Christ is, as it were, divided from his own Spirit in 
the work of man's salvation ; and the presumption is found 
of describing what is "distinguishing" in the operations of 
the Spirit. A revelation of Christ is also implied that is not 
spiritual. 

Again, in the Epistle of 1861, as in other places, the 

"Three that bear record in heaven," are spoken of in that 

familiar and several, manner, which is common with those 

that study religion as a science, in the universities and 

schools of men, and not in the safe and simple language of 

Scripture. The following passage is adduced as an instance: — 

"One with the Father and the Sou, the Holy Spirit works for the 

regeneration of fallen and rebellious man. fomia;/ in the name 

and mU/i Ihr imtkui-itij of the ascended Saviour, II- remain* to 

the Chnrch the jurat precious pledge of the power and eon tinned 

care of its exalted King," Ac. 

In another part is the Query, "Can we enough meditate 
upon these heavenly truths, revealed [i.e. recorded] for the 



very purpose that they may be understood and enjoyed?" 
There are other passages of like doubtful import, which it 
would be tedious to particularize. The books of Holy 
Scripture, as also of some other writings, will divide into 
short verses, and a.ll lie .-vvendiy gnud to the spiritual taste; 
but not so, such documents as these hist named, by reason 
of the mixture that prevails in them, of a wisdom which 
is not "pure." 



REMARKS ON" 
CHAPTER II.— CHRISTIAN PRACTICE. 

The chapter on Christian Practice, in the work under 
review, may be said to begin what is the legitimate purpose 
of the book; viz: a collection of Yearly Meeting, or Church 
Advices ami Regulations, Cox the conduct of its members and 
subordinate meetings; and not for the setting forth of a 
creed of doctrines, otherwise than as they are unfolded 
in the form of advice or regulation. It should also be 
remarked, that while Doctrine is capable of being copiously 
unfolded in the way of declaration or defence; yet, when the 
same needs to be applied in the funn of dirwt'wn, discipline, or 
advice, it becomes of special ini[.n .n-buice to issue it in language, 
plain, powerful, pertinent, and brief. Neither are individuals 
or meetings rightly prepared to give advice on such occasions, 
as those which pertain to church government, until their 
minds are well balanced and settled in the wisdom and 
judgment of truth; and clear of baitings, doubts, and 
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misgivings, in regard to the tiling spoken of. "If the 
trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself 
to the battlel" So wrote the apostle Paul, speaking after 
the manner of men; and, accordingly, should the leaders of 
a people give their counsels and directions in a verbose and 
equivocal frame, it is easy U> see that the discipline or order 
in that body would never lie good. My mind has been 
attended with reflections like these, in reading over many of 
the Extracts and Minutes which appear now for the first time 
in the different sections of the chapter above named; as well 
as with respect to a few which were previously embodied in 
the edition of 1834. And when we compare some of these 
with the earliest issues of the Yearly Meeting on the same 
subject, the difference between the two in regard to fewness, 
force, and fulness of terms, is very remarkable. The latter 
are evidently the product of minds arrived at a judgment; 
whereas the former are more like the effusions of those who 
are not yet fully persuaded; having rather a distant appre- 
hension, than a present sense and knowledge of the truth. 
In a number of thein, there is also not a little of the 
" enticing words of man's wisdom," with the indoctrination 
of error; which the ensuing pages are more especially 
designed to show. 

The following extract from the Committee's Report, gives 
a clear account of the method of procedure adopted in the 
revision; and of the grounds taken, in omitting and abridg- 
ing numerous Advices of former dates, and in admitting 
others of a more recent issue :— 

"With respect to the other portion of the volume, the Miscella- 
neous Advices ; it was found nn carefully going over them and 
comparing on e ;.;ir:i\rrnjih with :i.ii..i1i.t, (hat in many instances 
there was a great similarity between them; the same counsel 
being not ud frequently repeated, thinijrh iiinler somewhat different 
forms of expression. Whilst, therefore, highly appreciating the 
truly Christian concern under which they originated, it was 
thought that many of these might with advantage be either 
abridged or wholly omitted. On the other hand additions have 
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been mad e. rnrtntntfng i -Im-ily of minutes and extracts from the 
Yearly Meeting Epistles of a moro recent date thin the lost 
edition of the book. 

"The Counsel, on various im) lovtrint matters thus introduced. 
adapted as it is to tins t-iivu instances, the tendencies, and the 
temptations of the present day, will, it is believed, add greatly 
to the value of the work. Having already received the sanction 
of the Yearly Mi-i-tin;, it has been thought that to bring these 
paragraphs again under its notice would be an unnecessary and 
Unprofitable occupation of its time ; lis would also the reading of 
those portions of advice which are proposed to be omitted or 
slightly modified; and on referring to the proceedings of the 
Yearly Meeting in 18.13, on the occasion of the last revision of 
the work, it is found that the course now proposed to be adopted, 
is precisely that which was then pursued. 

"A few New Minutes, which originated in the exercise into 
which the Conference was Introduced, on some important points 
Connected with the best welfare of our religious Society, are 
offered to the Vu.iily Meeting 'or its wri.ms •■■ ui si deration. " 

By the above extract, two tilings of much moment are 
brought into view, with regard to the method of procedure. 
I am not aware, what was the course taken in the revision 
of 1801, but by those of 1833 and 1861, it is assumed in 
the first place ; — that the General Epistles issued by the 
Yearly Meeting, are of equal authority, one time with 
another. In the second place, it follows, that their contents 
are liable to be omitted from the Book of Extracts as regards 
former times, and aiiopted, as to recent times, — without the 
particular knowledge or concurrence of the Yearly Meeting 
Use!/. By this means, it Ls, that in the last revision es- 
pecially, a number of valuable extracts have been lost, — and 
others inserted, having this only to recommend them, that 
they are of more modern date. And it is a serious reflection to 
consider, that when the manuscript essay of its annual General 
Epistle is before the Yearly Meeting for adoption, its 
contents are liable at some time hereafter, without further 
reading or review in, the meeting at large, to be embodied 
in the book of Advices and Discipline ; and side by aide, 
with the issues of ancient date. The wisdom and necessity 
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therefore, of humbly waiting fur the known will of the Lord, 
and the motion, of His Ki.ly Spirit, before the issue of such 
documents, is hereby rendered the more critical and im- 
portant to the welfare of the body, and the honour of Hia 
blessed truth. 

There is another passage in the foregoing extract, which in 
the present place calls for particular remark, where it is 
stated : — 

"The counsel on various important matters bb 
o» it w to tin: t'.iiruiitxtaiiw*, tin: twilr-nrim, ttatl tin- temptations of 
the present day, will, it ia believed, mid 'jreitly lit tile value of 
the work." 

Now, however we may accredit sincerity of mind to those 
who have written, and hold this view ; yet it ia for their 
failure, in thoxc ri'tp''/;/*, that the greatest objection is felt to 
these modern additions. 

Among the i;in:n.mnhtiKVs, Uni'lenfies, and temptations of 
the present day, none are more obvious, none are more 
marked, both among ourselves and others, than a wide and 
general departure from the gravity and lowly simplicity of 
our fathers ; the disuse of the plain language ; a sorrowful 
yielding in the matter of tithes ; and general unsettlement 
in doctrine and ministry ; all which evils, as it appears to 
the writer, some of these newly added minutes are too much 
adapted to promote. 

For the chapter on "Christian Practice," care has evi- 
dently been taken to colleet together the Advices relating 
thereto, in such a manner as to separate them from all 
provisions of dealing or discipline. By this means, the 
consequences of continued unfaithfulness, through loss of 
membership or otherwise, are kept out of view ; and pre- 
vented from irxi'rcising that, wlink'.-uiiii- cluvk, which in true 
love, it was formerly designed they should. In the original 
and former editions, discipline and counsel were associated 
together under the several heads treated of, and thus ap- 
peared in a faithful union. In the present edition, they are 
placed more apart, appearing in separate chapters. 
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The First section of this Chapter has been altered in 
its designation, from "Meetings for Worship," to "Meetings 
for Public Worship," which, in my apprehension, is no 
true addition to the meaning, or improvement of the 
sense. There was a, modest propriety observed before, 
by holding the Meetings in public, but not describing tho 
worship as such ; and it is much to be feared, that this 
simple alteration will contribute its weight to divert from 
the inward and true, to a more outward -and ceremonial 
action in that solemn engagement. 

The first extract under this head, wliich calls for par- 
ticular exception, is the one dated 1 8-10-1 iS'iO ; where from a 
decline in judgment., n pleading mede of udviee is adopted in 
the following words : — 

"We would ajferJinnalel y encourage all our members to confine 
themselves, in t lit- public [irrforrnnnco of this solemn duty, to a 
diligent attendance of our own rjiivtinj;s fur worship ;" &c 

The one dated 1857, opens with this ambiguous and lofty 
phr...:- 

"We have afresh rejoiced in the high nrivilfflei winch abound in 
the QospeL" 
And the next sentence, it is believed, is not perfect doctrine 
or scripture language : — " He who died for his people, to 
save them from their sins ;" as it tends to limit to the death 
of Christ without us the deli vera nee from sin. The Scripture 
testimony and doctrine of truth, is briefly comprehended in 
this:— "For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by Cite death of His Soil, much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by his life." 

There is a tedium and want of soundness in the whole 
extract; let it be compared with the short paragraph dated 
1724, and a great difference will he evident. 

Both in this, and in the concluding paragraph, dated 1860, 
there are various sentences of a notional el in ranter, addressed 
rather to the head than to the heart, introduced with the fol- 
lowing words : — " May none yield to the idea;" — "May all 
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soriously remember;"—" And let it not bo forgotten;" — 
" Bearing in mind. 7 ' Anotber e.xjioses such a lethargic state, 
a faith so dwindled l>oth in head and members, that it is 
mournful to see it in a bonk of diseiplme; it is as follows:— 
"But let not any think that because thpir meetings have been 

usually held in silence, therefore they are to ;;o en frum meeting 

to meeting, never expiating anything else." 

" A self-imposed silence in man's will may he scarcely leaa formal 
vr hurtful than words wanting fitness or power ;" 

is an objectionable statement ; for the former is an im- 
probable .state of will, in the matter of worship, whereaB the 
latter is an error to which mankind are extensively prone. 
The true spiritual silence, moreover, i^ of the Lord, and never 
xef/~-iri,/>vMtl; and without this true silence be witnessed, the 
availing and true ministry eannot be. 

My mind has been painfully affected at various timea 
during the past few yearn, in oliserving the terms of com- 
passion, tinged with reproof, which" have been employed in 
some of the General Epistles, towards those who meet in 
small companies, or with but little of outward ministry ; 
feeling that an undue restlessness was thereby exhibited, 
from a want of confidence in tin' rectitude of our practice, 
in abstaining from words, without revelation or divine 
motion. For though the state of such be low, in the ab- 
sence of public gifts, yd would it be far worse, and further 
removed from the reach of healing, should they grow weary 
of the place of true wailing, and presume to preach or to 
pray in their own spirits. 

The Second Section, on " Private Retirement and Prayer ;" 
opens with the 1'olluwing weighty and valuable extract from 
the Epistle of 1770: — 

" Frequent waiting in stillness on the Ln.nl, for the renewal of 
strength, keeps thw mind at home in it* |irr>|KT place and duty, 
and out of nil unprofitable association and converse, whether 
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amongst those of our own, or other professions. Mack hurt may 
accrue to tin; religious mind by long and freioient conversation 
on temporal uutti. r--. >.-sj Hi.-o;ally liy niteieitiii^ ourcdvua too much 
in them ; for there is a leaven therein, which being suffered to 
prevail, indisposes and benumbs the soul, and prevents its fre- 
quent ascendingB in living aspirations towards the Fountain of 
Eternal life." 
Those which follow it are also generally good, but not so 
pertinent as this ; until wo come to the one, dated 1854, in. 
which there appears decided infirmity in doctrine and judg- 
ment; as evinced by the following passage: — 

" May none amongst tie be living in a state of unconcern, insensible 
to the righto ins judgment* of God up"!) nil ihat. i.- 1 unholy; their 
sins nnrcjiuutki.1 mi and imfi.rgivi.rn, *(ill resting on their sotUsi 
rather let them he eiimvmyed to come in deep humiliation to the 
mercy seat, there to plead for jianlon and plenteous redemption, 
in the all-availing name of our erudlied Redeemer." 

Aod this Epistle goes on to say, — 

"How precious for us all is the assurance that we have a groat 
High Priest" &c, "and in whose holy name wo are invited to 
' came boUUit to the throne of Grace,"' &c. 

Now if by the word "all" are included the nil concerned, 
insensible, and unrepentant, it is evident that a very lax 
application of those passages of Scripture is made. The one 
last quoted, "Let us therefore eouie boldly unto the throne 
of grace," only once appears in the New Testament, and 
thore, doubtless, is not addressed to every man in wltaleoever 
state fie is, but as a special oneoura gement to the broken in 
spirit, the Lord's true converts, and covenanted people, those 
who by His grace have forsaken evil. And is it not aserious 
freedom with sacred and divine thingn to up ply it otherwise? 
The concluding extract, dated 1861, is also characterized 
with another doubtful or unwholesome modern expression, 
"avail themselves of this privilege;" too much implying, that 
these heavenly expciuVnei's are at our command. 

In the Third Section, "On Reading the Holy Scriptures," 
there is an excellent extract from the Epistle of 1728; in 
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which however one small omission of some significance was 
made in the revision of 1833. In the original, it was: — 

"The Holy Scriptures are the external meant of conveying and 
preserving to us an account of the things most surely to be 
believed," &c 
but the word "external" was then, and is still left out. 

Another extract, ilsitcd 1720, may also be said to embody 
in few words nearly all the substance of the whole section, 
and greatly to surpass in simplicity and clearness, all the 
more modern additions ; it is as follows:— 

"Let the Holy Sci ijitiuv- be c-ai-I.y taught our youth, and diligently 

searched, ami sei-unisly read by Friends, with due regard to the 

Holy Spirit from whence they came, and by which they are 

truly opened." 

The comparative confusion and want of simplicity which 

mark the more modern extracts, will be found ip the one 

dated 1832, and in those that follow it. Iu that of 1835, the 

counsel of truth becomes darkened, as to reading, reason, 

and revelation. 

The one dated 1856, is stdl more unsatisfactory in thiB 
respect, and opens with these nattering words:— 

" Wi.' rejoice nl thi' i.irjje iIi-lncc in " liicli our members, both older 
and younger, are imbued with the knowledge of the precious 
truths of Holy Scripture ;" 

And goes on to say, — 

"Believing that an iiildliije.nl acquaintance with their invaluable 
contents, under the discipline and trncliinj; of the Holy Spirit, is 
a privilege which ice cannot too highly prize." "The paicert qf 
the understanding were given to be employed, not by any meant 
exclusively upon worldly pursuit*, " &C. 

Again it is said,— 

"In this heavenly training, rhr /imc r.- •;/' tin mid- r-tunding are not 
laid aside as useless." 

O, how unnecessary such reasoning as this! If the heart 
be fully given up, and converted to God, the powers of tie 
understanding by nature received, are in no wise abstracted 



from Him ; or quenched in His holy hands. Were there 
ever any amongst us, who held forth the contrary J And 
why is it combated in this Epistle, unless it be to excite the 
natural man by the gifts of his own understanding, to search 
into the thing* of the Spirit of GJodl 

The next paragraph under this head, is the second of Six 
New Minutes, which were prepared by the Revising Com- 
mittee, (in excess of their appointment) for the consideration 
and adoption of the Yearly Meeting. The reception of 
these was objected to, on the ground that the concern for 
their issue did not arise in the Meeting itself; and this 
particular minute, (providing for the establi aliment of 
Scripture reading .Meeting.',) was strongly opposed both in 
the Conference, and in the Yearly Heeling, Ho much, so, 
was this the case, that it could hardly have been carried 
through at that time, but by means of the new and loose 
method of taking the sense of Meetings, viz., the majority 
of voices in favour of it. 

It was brought upon the Yearly Meeting for adoption, 
as it were by a side wind, a, circumstance unfavourable to a 
calm unbiassed deliberation upon it, and was pressed through, 
that it might be sanctioned there and at oiiee with the revised 
edition of the Collected Advices. Thus, this new kind of 
meetings, unknown to our fathers in the truth, became 
authorized and encouraged; and, it is believed, will both 
directly and indirectly promote l.lie otlieious meddling of 
man in his own time and will, with spiritual and Divine 
things. The very framing of the minute, as hereby given in 
one part, ia evidence that it was written, adopted, and 
printed, short of a settled and clear sense, in the minds of 
its authors, of a Divine requiring. The passage alluded to, 
is as follows: — 

"We think it right to encourage well eoucernpd friends, * * * * 
to consider whether, without in any wise interfering with our 
meetings (or worship, and entirely distinct from them, arrange- 
ments might not be made for meeting together for the serious 
perusal of the Holy Script urea," 4c 
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TliC minute also seems to assume, that we have in our 
power, much to bestow on ouch other; and there is a mournful 
want and weakness of filith exhibited in the whole, in the 
Lord's immediate [.caching, likely to bewilder the minds of 
inexperienced youth, and to draw them away (ram sitting 
alone and keeping silence before Him, into a blind and 
undue dependence on the lips of men. 

Among the numerous dangers attendant on stated and 
public gatherings of this character, not the least is that of 
an empty display, with as empty an admiration of literary 
talent, in the analysis and exposition of the Scriptures; and 
therewith, a consequent despising of the lowly way of truth, 
and its self-denying discipline and testimonies. For in so 
far, as human learning cornea to be estimated beyond its 
true place, so shall we he deceived with a pleasing shadow, 
to the loss of the true good; it is also greatly to i)e feared, 
yea, and expected, that the good testimony of truth held by 
our fathers, against n nUnllml and /iri'/ntrrtf, as well as against 
a hired ministry, will be compromised or lost, as respects 
many, through this unadvised step. 

In the extract from the General Epistle of 18fil, which 
concludes this section, there occurs a phrase of doubtful 
meaning: — " Experiences nf the inner life.;" "inner life" being 
rather a philosophical than a Christian term, not accordant 
wjth the Apostle's testimony, "ye are dead," or with his 
own acknowledgment, "I am crucified with Christ, never- 
theless I live ; yet not I, hut Chrift tivelh in me." 



The Fourth section, "On Gifts and Services Cor the Be- 
ligious benefit of others," is nearly all new; and like title, 
like contents, surely there is betrayed therein, too much of 
an aspiring mind, a getting up out of the place of irnitini/ 
and iifoJtrt/ir.itre, lo undertake (lie i/injii:ii.t<diiiii of good. 

The only extract given, of a date prior to the j 
1833, is not rightly here: having been abstracted in u< 
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singular manner-, from one of tin* rejected minutes under the 
head, "Titliow and Sufferings! ;" that minute was in 

" We earneat.lv out:- ...'at tin 1 faithful ninnii" you to take all suitable 
opportunities uf t'udeavoiiring to demonstrate to such r. 
weak and unfaithful, the impm'tann; of our testimony against 
receivinrj or /i<tr/in : / tithes; tins natural tendency whereof is to 
obtain tU:it liberty, which the nn nut a_...< uf ( 'luii-l.iiinity enjoyed -, 
that is, a liberty fur any person, moved by the Holy Spirit of 
God, to preach llif doetiine of tin 1 glorious ejwpcl of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ fruely; and of which they were not 
deprived, till great corruptions of doctrine and practice were 
found among the professors of Christianity, and the civd powers 
were prevailed upon to meddle with tlit- consciences of the people, 
which of right are to be subject t n Cod only. 
"We cannot therefore but bless the Lord, from an experimental 
witnessing of the comfort and spiritual advantage, which arise 
from such a liberty, that He was [jlcased to raise up our worthy 
ancients, and to \ps-f. them a testimony against that anti- christian 
yoke; making (hem ndliu.-, in this mid other nations, to Buffer 
for that testimony, Un-ieby sliowiii^ in the world what the love 
of Christ is able to do ; for we believe nothing short of that love 
could have enabled them to suifrr the H]H>il of their goods, and 
the long iuijiiisnjuucnt of their bodies even unto death, ; 
of them did, for their conscientious refusal to pay tithes." 
1735. P. E. 

That which lias been taken from the above, for this section 
of the present edition, is opened ah follows: — "A lH.ie.Hi/ < 
Kujoynd 'iuriity the. purest hjjo, tij'Ckrist-Uuiity,fiir any ptvstm,'' 
&c, and ends with that sentence. By this means, the 
restoration of that liberty, together with the great miffeiings 
and firm testimony -bearing, which it involved upon the early 
Frienda, is much ignored. And, considering that theii 
and faithful testimony against receiving, and also against 
paying all sorts of til he, lias been tacitly at leaat relinquished 
Hurely, the Committee so doing, and yielding up that testi- 
mony, had no right to appropriate any part of the above 
paragraph, especially in this place. And it has the appearance 
of being put there, being of ancient date, to render rr 
acceptable the dubious am! larger extracts which follow. 
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The one noxt given is from the Epistle of 1833, and con- 
sists of two paragraphs j the second somewhat like a corrective 
for the first. The following, if.s cij-ioviiiif; pjr.-ritoiiCLis, are clothed 
in terms which, Iain well satisfied, primitive and true Friends 
would have been uneasy to adopt : — 

"The deplora! ■!.■ mni'liti.m of tin.' 11 .-at lieu, and the degraded 
circumataiKsm under whieh they are living, huve been felt at this 
time aa well as in fermer years to be trtdy affecting. And 
although no way appeavs to open for our adopting any specific 
measure, in order to communieata to them the knowledge of the 
truths of the Gospel, we earnestly recommend their benighted 
condition to the frequent remembrance anil Christian sympathy 
of all our members. There are rariott* means of dijj'<"iii,/ « 
knuirfrtltjr of I'lii-ittiiniiii) tumuli/ (hem, which in tin degree eom- 
promi.w our ri'li-fhiw principles." 

Do we not here see the intrusion of that worldly wisdom, 
the progress of which there is now bo much occasion to 
lament t How specious anil bewildering is the doctrine, 
that " there are various means," i&c. "which in no degree 
compromise our religious principles" ! Such a declaration is 
itself a lilwl on thaw priiiri/j/rx. implying m i sufficiency. The 
diffusion of the Holy Scriptures is next mentioned, as though 
this was a means, apart from our religious principles. 
Moreover, having u|>eiieil with an outward and literal view 
of what is " Heathen" it necessarily follows by a parity of 
reasoning, that, the name interpretation is given to what is 
" Christian." The self-corn pbwent bearing, and Calvinistic 
tendency of the above extract, will be rendered the more 
evident, by recurring to a copious quotation given in previous 
pages from the Declaration of 1 0(i3 : see more especially the 
im.ragm.ph therein, on page 82, beginning with the words : — 
" Yet supposing there have been or are such pious and con- 
scientious Gentiles," 4c. 

In that document, as in all other writings of primitive 
and true Friends, the Gospel of Christ is held forth in its 
fulness, as already manifest by a measure of divine revelation, 
to "every creature under heaven." They were believers in 
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the full extent of His atoning Kaerifice on behalf of nil men, 
and in a true and saving light which shines in all ; well 
proved by the experience of all ages, and testified of 
abundantly both in the Old and New Testaments. And as 
it was with the first messengers, so was it with them, to bear 
witness to this universal and saving light, as the one Rptcific 
measure, if we may so speak, of the Gospel : — " God who 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness hath shined 
in our liearts, to give the V,,ji,i /,/ the kiiowfotye of the glory 
of God in the Jii.ce of ■/t'.w.i ('hri.it:" — neither shordd any 
presume to go forth as public messengers, without a call aa : 
clear aud an experience as certain as this. 

Another and very long Extract from the Epistle of 1859, 
abounds with doubtful language, and with counsels made to 
please; such as the following: — 

" Whatever may be the duration, * " " " " no life is too 
long," &c " Whether it he iu the family nr in the shop, in the 
market, the bank, or tin- board-room," &c.; "Let our prayers be 
fervent, in tliu mum ■■■if Joans, for iiiu=ijIvl-i ami for others ; " Eaoh 
may he called to nmnifiM hi* interest," ,Vc. : "We. hail with 
satisfaction the interest taken by many of them in works of 
benevolence. " 
In the next Quotation, dated 18(11, mid which is the third 
of the New Minut.es pro pared by the Conference, occurs this 
mysterious sentence:— 

" Whilst carcfid to 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 ■" ■ 1 ■ 1 1 3 i ■ ■ Compel standard in the tbiDgs of 
God, we desire to be preserved from limiting in any degree the 
fulness and freeness of the opci;iiif>i] ■_■!" the II"Iy Spirit." 
But there is another paragraph in the same minute, of a 
still more unsound and ambiguous character:— 

"We thankfully acknowledge the goodMH ef the Lord in the 
diversities of gifts, inti Ihrtuul im ir./t «* apiritiial, which in his 
care for the church, lie is pleased to confer upon its several 
members. May we ever hear in mini! that, (iwvhi- ijrni. their 
diversities, it is by the one Spirit they are given; however 
dilloninc in the adminiBtrations, it is the Fame Lord; however 
diver si lied the operations, it is the same God which worketk all in 
all." 
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Surely there in here a moat serious and spurious applica- 
tion of the apostle's doctrine concerning " njiiritual gifts," 
to gifts intellectual aod but natural,! The gifts, administra- 
tions, ami operations which he speaks of are all doubtless 
spiritual ; and it was a sad day for the Society of Friends 
when they put a lower interpretation thereon. It is true 
that all we possess, both by nature and grace, is of Divine 
original, and needs to be subject to His holy will; but 
however great the intellectual or natural endowments, it is 
indeed presumption to place them side by side, with the 
supernatural and more excellent gifts of the Spirit 

The concluding Extnit.it In this section, from the Epistle of 
1861, is kindred in diameter with the two immediately 
preceding it; benevolent, indeed, in purpose and tone; but 
still not clear and sound in matter of doctrine. "Efforts" 
"Christian Efforts," are spoken of in a way that is liable to 
promote external labours, short of the true knowledge or ex- 
ind it concludes with tlii:-i characteristic sentence: — 



"As in simplicity and in faith, (Ac// commit, tlitir effo 
blessing of the Lord, their labours of love, will, \ 
doubt, bu graciously airujitfil >>f Htm." 



In the Fifth Section, "General Christian Counsel," there 
appears a fair selection of Advices, extending over three 
pages; but when we come to two others dated 185G and 
1858, we again meet with a tedious tenour of discourse, 
peculiar to the last few years, wherein much is offered in a 
beseeching inquiring attitude; more fitted, at titxl, for verbal 
exhortations, or for serious private conversation, than for 
Yearly Meeting documents. 



The Sixth Section is entitled " Exhortations to Christian 
Simplicity, Moderation, and Self-denial," and consists of 17 
tracts, from the dates 1088 to 1858, inclusive. It has 
been shewn in previous pages, how many pertinent and 



ex.imiser 

valuable paragraph B have been omitted that were in the 
former editions, which might lie classed under this heading; 
and it is worthy the labour of comparison tn read over a few 
of the lost ones in connection with those that now appear, 
for the first time, in the book. Much of the new minutes, 
as was before remarked, is more like tender private pleading, 
than like discipline, of well grounded advice, which needs not 
many words. The last extract, dated 1858, opens with a 
veiy singular sentence, um follows : — 

"How important ill its connection with the great work of the Holy 
Spirit, is tht duty of cultivating a tender re] iy ions susceptibility ,'' 

and concludee: — 

" It was a deep fi'iisi-'i'Hisinias of the rssentiidly [uuutical character 
nf ti-iif n-li^ii'ii, 1.1 nit lr.1 mil- I'.n-i I'ulln.'i- t'i In: . I istiii^uisliod from 
others. Often and tY-idiiivrly did tbey dudare that they aliecte.d 
no singularity, and imimscd no merely human restraint ! that 
they had nn pleasure in offending their neighbour and uo stoical 
indifference I" pi'i'-onnl sullVnii:; : hut that it was in tin: exercise 
of a good consciuncc towunls t.u»[ ami 111:111, that they were con- 
strained to differ from others iu these respects. Like them, we 
would plead for conformity unto (llinst. The testimony which 
we receive from Him is to siuiplieitv. truth :-[!■ akiug, and self- 
denial. These we continue to esteem to bo among the dis- 
tinguishing features of complete practical Ohrirttoirifcy; aud by 
them we trust Unit cur members may over desire to he known." 
In a n:view of this paragraph, the Query arises, what 
occasion for such a strange ami apologetic pleading for the 
character of early Friends; and where in their writings or 
public documents do we meet witli those feeling declarations 
a.s to "no singularity," Jic.? The Impression is rather, that 
the writers of this Epistle had more cause to be solicitous 
for their own reputation. For notwithstanding they affirm 
that, " like them we would plead for conformity unto Christ," 
and again: "The testimony which we receive from Him is 
to simplicity, truth sfmakiivj, and self-denial." Yet it was 
this same Yearly Meeting, which committed for revision the 
late Fourth Query, with a view to the dropping of its con- 
cluding clause, especially referring to these very things! 
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In the Seventh section, " Exhortations to Love and Unity," 
for the most part unexceptionable, there is one [raseage given 
from the Epistle of 184i>, which is so equivocal in meaning, 
that an allusion to it seems called for in this place: — 

" Whilst," [it is said,] "it is at all times the duty of members of the 
church, faithfully to maintain the truth, and whilst Home of them 
may rightly U-A tlinustlvrs i-nllod iijun iippnly to oppose error, 
we believe that there is hardly anything more inimical to the 
growth of vital religion than indidyriK'L- m the xpirit of religioua 
controversy. " 
This sentence is one of those which is peculiarly char- 
acteristic of modern times, calculated, to foster a pliant and 
credulous mind, and to deter from a'l religious controversy, 
by an unwholesome dread- of evil omsequ-ences, A carnal 
self-willed indulgence, or even an undue engagement in what 
is called religious controversy., must needs be attended with 
their relative evils; but not so, an engagement therein with 
the mind rightly ordered and equipped by the Captain of our 
soul's salvation. Of wli.it uei'il were those fervent directions 
of the great Apostle, "Be strong in the Lord and in the 
power of His might ;" " Let no man deceive you by any 
means;" "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith," .fcc, with many 
others of like kind ; unless to prepare them for a much 
needed and true religions controversy with the spirit and 
powers of darkness 1 

It is also needful to observe, with regard to this particular 
Epistle of 18-1C, in which religious controversy is so sophis- 
tieully spoken of; that, about that time, an extensive schism 
in favour of strange doctrine, had only just developed into 
an open separation in the Yearly Meeting for New England: 
and it was of great consequence to faithful friends in thia 
country, to know the true grounds and causes of that sad 
event, rather than to sit down at ease, in the denial of true 
brethren in that land. 

In another |vir;igrnpli <d' this sectiini, dated Isi) 1. mi altera- 
tion has been made of some signiticauce, by the substitution 
of the terms "from, love to Christ" for those more safe, but 
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less easy to nature, which appeared in the original, viz., — 
"from obedience lo the law of Christ." See the 1834 Edition, 
page 67, (6). 



The Eighthand Ninth sections, " Exhortations to Liberality 
and Benevolence," and "Advice in relation to the Ministry," 
call for no particular exceptional remark. 

But in the Tenth, entitled " Counsel to Parents and Heads 
of Families," there is an alteration noticeable in the second 
extract, date 1717, from "principle of truth which we pro- 
fess," into "principles of truth," which, by making the word 
plural, involves a serious diminution and alteration in 
the sense. For this, the additional date of 18G1 is now 



This section occupies nearly ten pages in the octavo edition, 
eight of which are dated from 1808 to 1857. The special 
minute of 1 8 1 S, possesses some good counsel, but is altogether 
of undue length, and leavened with formal suggestions, and 
with the tedious [pleading before alluded to. The one dated 
1717, inils orir/iiud Mute, and which does not occupy one 
fourth the room, is, in my apprehension, decidedly more 
fraught with pertinence and weight. 

There is another special minute inserted from the Yearly 
Meeting of 1857, which Ls still more open to this kind of 
exception, besides the IHiliieious reasoning it contains. It is 
the last quoted in this section, and a great contrast to the 
(irst, which may be seen in full, in the 1834 Edition, 
page 189. 

Tn the Eleventh section, " Counsel to Employers," the 
unsound phrase, " attend public worship" twice appears; in 
both cases the work of modern times. It appears originally 
in the minute of 1833; that of 1718, was mutilated and 
damaged by its insertion in 1861, in lieu of the previous 
terms, — " Attend First-day anil week-day i 



esteemed unsound in itself, as it naturally engenders the 
false idea, that worship can lie performed to puhlic view and 
hearing, at set times an<l places ; and instead of gathering 
to, scatters from, our own meetings for that purpose. In 
both the above eases, an in all others of like kind, I believe 
it were much safer to use the words, " attend meetings for 
worship," than the terms thus objected to. 



In the Twelfth Section, " Counsel to the Young ;" there is 
not one paragraph of an earlier date than 17!)5. By a long 
extract from the General Epistle of 1818, a number of 
salutary cautions are conveyed, but in such delicate lan- 
guage, as to render those important subjects too open and 
undefined! — 

" Mixing in piiMie O'Hi, panics;'' " witiiCKpiiin; the. success of efforts, 
* * * to promote the common good;" "those excellent 
labours in which wa can consistently witli ■"■ur principles unite ;" 
"we rejoice in the progress uf tlit-st- goixl works;" "the moral 
and religious instraction of the, poor," &c 

Herein, it may be said are the dawuings of that for- 
wardness, and license of action on the part of the Young, 
■which is now so much promoted, for the furtherance of 
popular benevolent enterprises. And truly they tread on 
slippery ground, who assume the capacity of giving rulvjurus 
instruction. For in a strict and true sense, this is not 
known either by rich or by poor, otherwise than as they 
individually receive it from Christ, the one faithful and free 
Teacher; to whom all are to gather, without respect of 
persons, in this gospel day. 

In another extract dated 1834, and addressed to young men 
engaged aa commercial travellers, they are recommended: — 

"To seek the company of Friends, anil gratefully to mail them- 
selves of those kind and hospital'! •Uviiti'rt.-., which ure ntl'nvd 
to them," &c 
But there is no direction to give special diligent hoed to that 
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heavenly witness for good, which is ever near, and able to 
keep them from felling, by the many snares which attend 
that particular mode of life. 






In the Thirteenth section, "Advice in relation to Mar- 
riage;" and in the special Minute issued on that subject in 
1857; the following languor is very deficient: — 

"Bearing in mind that an accordance En religious principles and 
practice is essential to the perfectness of such a union :" 

thus omitting the important I'onsiileratiim whether those 
principles be erroneous or true. 

The conducting sentence of the same minute, though in- 
tended to pn urn 'te simplicity, appears in too much of ftu 
obsequious and elastic frame ; and is as under : — 

(In thesi deeply iiiti.Testii];; (nvasien.-i, let there not tie in the attire 
ul tin; |Mrlri- iln.-tn selves, hi- in that uf their relatives ami friends 
attending, any •/i.i/ilay itnbt-rontiii<; an tusst-iMt) of (.'hr'wtiun 
iWxInpperH : mill may 111" silhai-inlei.it. |>ri:>eeci lings of the marriage 
day, whilst elinrjeteri/cd liy eheerfnl enjoy meat, never pass the 
Iwundary line of Christian simpl.ie.ity, nuideratiun, and self- 
restraint." 



Tlie Fourteenth Section, " Advice in relation to the Affairs 
of this life;" the 15th, "Advice to Emigrants;" together 
with the 17th, " On Books mid Heading;" contain some truly 
valuable counsels and suggestions on those subjects; t 
uuless tt be for the undue length of two or three of t 
extracts given, appear unexceptionable. 

The same observations, apply in some degree to the 1 
Section, which is entitled " Amusements and Recreations." 
But in regard to this, a further objection arises on accot 
of the languid style, in which some of its subjects i 
treated. This particularly applies to the three Extracts 
dated 1853, 1854, and 18G0. 
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The Eighteenth Section, " On the right occupation of the 
First day of the Week," has been formed by the blending 
into one, of two extracts which appeared in the previous 
edition, from the epistles of 1817 and 1828. See pages 48 
and 56. The terms of these have been so modified and 
mingled together, that the date of 1861 would also 
seem due to it. The firat sentence is clothed hi language 
strictly modern, and unduly tending, ns I believe, to promote 
an outward and superstitious ubsorvauce of that day; it ia 
as under : — 

" Whilst the remembrance of nnr Creator ought at .ill times to be 
present witb ns, it i* our concern tli.it the dug more | >artiuidnrly 
set apart for pul^iu worshiji may I": '■';/''".'/ ubureed." 

It must also be mentioned that there is in this section 
nothing at all given, to expoae the temptalivn, or to correct 
the tendency which has become common amongst us, to 
designate as "the Sabbath," the First day of the week; 
though, indeed, by this one tiling, a bye-way is opened for 
an extensive departure and corruption, from the simplicity 
of the Gospel. See Barclay's Apology fur the True Christian 
Divinity, Prop. 11, Section 4. 



The Nineteenth Section is entitled, "Ecclesiastical De- 
mands;" and notwithstanding the burden and solicitude 
which these thiugs have brought upon the Yearly Meeting 
from the very beginning, in order that our Christian standard 
against them might be faithfully upheld, whatever the trial 
or suffering consequent, thereon , yet it i.s occasion of sorrowful 
remark, that only two short extracts are now given of a dat* 
prior to the year 1832. 

The one dated 1841, 1861, has lost in the late revision, 
the following language and testimony : — 

"We arc comforted at this time in the persuasion, that the support 
of this, our ancient Christian testimony continues to be felt aa a 
religious duty by our members, and that not a few of mir younger 

friends arc I >i Lrbt to mi i nciwc-nl -■■■■!-■.■ of \\r importance, and 

of the duty <4 faithfully inriiiitaiiitri^ it. Thin '■Alimony at Jar 
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as tithes are concerned, is grounded both on their origin ajirf their 
applia.divit; and aeeim; that the rent-charge into which the 
legislature haa commuted them is payable to the same persons 
and applicable to the aalne purposes, we feel liuiunl to press upon 
all our friend*, the plain and uk>vi..ms duty o{ supporting the 
1 reference to the substituted charge with the like 
and consistency, and with tlit' like straight iVrvard- 
s have marked tlio maintenance of it, in reference to the 
; in its original shape." Sec Supplement of 1S49, page 400. 
In another dated 1851, on the letting and hiring of land, 
there is this rather weak p 



* ' A like care should also be exercised not to be active, Ac. , 
as ifc in some degree allows a passive compliance, in such 

The concluding minute of 1851, is good and clear respecting 
tithe rent-charge, so Jar as il readies; but is obviously defi- 
cient in its application, by the use of the ■words "Jo 
support of a priest/wort,'' and again, "imch»W to the priesthood ;" 
for the laying on of tithe still remains in the eyes of a true 
Friend, an anti-chiistian impost, whether the priests of the 
national church directly receive it or not, 



\ 



The Twentieth Section, "On War," opens with an Extract 
from the Epistle of 17-1-1, wherein the grounds of our Christian 
testimony are remark,! My well given, bearing an experimental 
witness to the iushinings of the' pure light of Christ, TTia 
immediate holy presence and ministrations as the Prince of 
Peace, as well as to His molded heavenly precepts in the 
New Teslament. 

The Second, bearing date 1757, consisting of tender 
counsel to Friends, i- oh ■^.••1 v accordant in spirit and substance 
with the First. And there is an endeavour maintained 
throughout this section to inculcate the faiihlul support by 
Friends, of this much needed testimony against War. 
comparison however of these, the iirst extracts given, with 
the two that conclude the same section, I believe it will b 
seen that the arguments contained in the latter are t 



barrenly constructed from the letter of Scripture, and do not 
bear tho same lively witness to the direct spiritual teaching 
and good presence of the Lord Jesus Christ; moreover, those 
two extracts occupy more than o third of the whole space, 
and there is but little in them, that is not as pertinently and 
more briefly expressed before. 

I have been led to draw a comparison between the former 
and latter parts of this punkdiir suction, it being generally 
supposed, that the doctrine or testimony thoreiu exhibited 
is as fully upheld m gst us, as at any former time, not- 
withstanding other branches of our Christian practice and 
profession are less regarded; but in observing how the line 
of argument in tho modern extnu-ts is much more barely or 
literally drawn, from the records of truth, and much less, 
from the sensible lui^ift'w.noa that the Lord our King is with 
us, than was the ease in former times; there is cause to fear 
that were the same amount of influence applied in this, as 
has been so successful in drawing aside in some other parti- 
Ctdars, our standing herein would uot bo found any better 
proof against it. A merely lifcm-l, sciitiviieritnl, or traditional 
iippruliunsion of the truth, however fair and good, gives no 
true title to its possession ; and we can only be known to our 
blessed Lord, the Prince of Peace, as his disciples, as we are 
found inwardly yielding Ut the subjection by Him of those 
natural and covetous desires, out of which all wars arise. 



In the Twenty-first Section, on " Slavery and the Slave 
Trade," there are no less than sixteen, paragraphs. Now, 
although these are evils of great magnitude, and cannot be 
tolerated within the borders of any Christian body; yet as 
but few, if indeed any of our members are iliitelly implicated 
therein, it has seemed clear, that four or five paragraphs 
would have amply sufficed on tlus occasion. This appre- 
hension and feeling is the more excited, in remembering 
how submissively and softly, some of those evils have been 
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dealt with, which more immediately concern us. 
consider how much the fascinating bonds of a school-taught 
and money -made ministry are gaining hold upon our members, 
and that in the late revision, 35 paragraphs to withstand 
this great spiritual evil, have been reduced to 10 or 12, and 
the terms of those modified ; again, on another hand, when 
so many amongst us are forsaking Christian and embracing 
worldly manners, it surely behoves us narrowly to enquire, 
whether we have not been drawn aside as a Yearly Meeting, 
to bestow undue time, labour, and pains, on more distant, 
civil, or pulitk'a! question.-!, to the neglect of our home 
responsibilities, and true calling «-» <i rdi<>ious body, 

A due attention to the grace of God, the light of 
Christ within, luiivurcully couiumriieateU and revealed, will 
undoubtedly bring to a sure end, all those gross evils, 
slavery, drunkenness, pride, avarice, <fcc, with which the 
world is overrun ; m so far as this saving principle is 
propagated by the preaching and example of its professors, 
and is received, believed in, and obeyed ; yea more, for it 
not only eradicates evil, but is productive of all good; the 
fruit of the Spirit being, " in, nil gooduass and righteoii 
and truth." Eph. v. 9. 

The Twenty-second Section, on Oaths, is brief and satisfac- 
tory, save that, from the last extract given, bearing date 
1833, the following truly weighty observation 
omitted, which were in the previous odition, pages 181, 182 : — 
" We desire in the language of this Meeting, on u former similar 
occasion," [1722] "to remind our dear friends of the saving of 
our blessed Lnnl and Saviour Jesus Christ; ' A city that is act 
on a hill cannot be bid;' and in every age, as many aa do walk 
in obedience to His gospel, must unavoiil ■ I ■ I ■■ ■ 

cross and self-dcuial which he doth enjoin are public marks, 
which are easily seen and readily observed by those with whom 
we have occasion of business or converse ; and our transacting 
hereof with uprightness, justice, and moderation, will show 
that we have an awful regard to our Lord Jesus Christ, whom 

i2 
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we acknowledge and declare to be our great law-give 
example. It is the effect of that grace and truth which ■ 
come by Jeans Christ, to draw men into olieilienee to his law 
written in the heart, by which only I.Ii.- inside can be made clean, 
mill, according to the degrees of obedience to this divine law, 
which the apostle calls "the law of the spirit of life in Christ 
Jeans,'' the proper result tliei-eot' will appear; that is, the outside 
will be clean alao : hereby truth, justice, righteousness, nod 
charity will shine forth in the words aud actions of such." 



In the Twenty-third Section, " Advice in relation to 
Civil Government," four pages, out of four and a half, are 
of modern date. A minute of 1836, given therein, is very 
vacillating and undemonstrative, containing, for instance, 
two sentences put together as the following: — 

" We desire that our dear friends may, ofi these occasions, support 
in simplicity Mid fidelity all those test imoniem which distLuguhih 
lis from others. Wr. ore niij-iimg, hoivtvtr, that it ehtnld ■cr lie. 
borne in mind- i/i-ii theee I i'«fj utoiili-s ;r.<( oa no oilier foundation 
than the -jmii /.ivnr^i /•■.,■ •>/ Christianity. " 

Surely the latter reads like an opiate for the former, its 
though it was too plain and pointed to pass alone. 

In other paragraphs under this head, comparatively vague 
terms are used wheiv the point turns for judgment, either 
from the difficulty or the non-necessity of drawing a precise 
line for all. The section concludes with a valuable extract 
from the Epistle of 1841, in regard to all public engage- 
ments, whether by civil appointments, or in voluntary asso- 
ciations for benevolent and philanthropic purposes. 



The Twenty-fourth Section, on "National Fasts and 
Rejoicings," is generally good and unexceptionable. 

But in the 25th, which is the concluding section of the 
Chapter on "Christian Practice," and is: entitled "Burials and 
Mourning Habits," no mention is now made of " Grave 
Stones," by the omission of the ancient minutes of the 
Yearly Meeting thereon. Consequently no testimony now 



appears against them, but only against monumental erections, 
and eulogistic inscriptions, over the dead. The Yearly 
Meeting of 1850 in asserting "a sound Christian testimony" 
■gainst these, was evidently minded to allow the vise of 
grave atones, within well defined and strict limitations, and 
issued a Minute to this effect, which is one of the most 
sophistical in language! that have appeared in modern times. 
Ten years only passed away hefore it was deemed expedient 
to relax its precise provisions, and to allow Ute erection of 
stones at the lieads of graves; all, it is helieved, at the 
expense of principle, and in the uncertain service of appetite. 

Neither is there safety or a true limit, in the revised 
Minute which now appears; for further inconveniences must 
needs arise in course of time, and the testimony therein 
advocated as sound and Christian, may again be lowered. 
According to the terms of this minute, the first stone laid 
or the first stone ereclnl in any particular burial ground, is 
to be the absolute pattern lor all that follow after it, in that 
ground; a prescription at once arbitrary and insecure, for it 
cannot long satisfy the varying fancies and appetites of 
and it is greatly to be feared, that a measure devised, in part, 
to prevent interments of Friends in the public cemeteries, 
where all kinds of monuments are indulged in and allowed, 
will prove but a meaus of gradually beguiling thereto. 

Before this innovation, there was a true and beautiful 
consistency in the silence of a well kept Friends' Burial 
Ground, altogether comporting with nnr Christian principles, 
and a conversation redeemed from the world, — which is now 
broken in upon. And although it he not unlawful to mark 
the place of a grave, even with a gravestone of a simple 
character, yet it was felt inexpedient; and the gratification 
to nature thereby obtained, was cheerfully surrendered at 
the call of duty, by our fathers in the truth ; having a 
supreme regard for a heavenly memorial, and for those 
habitations and eternal resting places, which are prepared 
for the righteous in the everlasting kingdom of our God. 
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And well w 
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ave been, I verily believe,, for 
successors, had we been enabled with the same holy 
to pursue the same indubitably safe and self-denying course, 
in regard to this thing. 



REMARKS ON 
CHAPTER HI.— CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE. 

In this, the concluding Chapter, after an introductory 
sketch on the origin of the Discipline, is comprehended all 
that bears the elia reoier of Utile-, providing for the conduct of 
Frieuds in their collective capacity, as Preparative, Monthly, 
Quarterly, and Yearly Meetings; the Meetings of Ministers 
and Elders; the Meeting for Sufferings; also for Oversight, 
Marriages, Registration, ifcc. By this arrangement it ia 
admitted that smut! degree '.if outward con veil iency may have 
been obtained ; hut, as has been before observed, a separation 
has been so much made of counsel from discipline; that it is 
greatly to be feared the weight of the latter will be obviated 
in many eases, and its operations become more circumscribed 
to the mere formalities of outward rule and order. 

The Advices, given in the previous Chnpter, however much 
acknowledged to be good, will not be felt so binding, so 
essential for our unity and fellowship together as a people, 
as was formerly the ease ; and as indeed, the Truth requires; 
hence a liberty to the flesh wilt be promoted, and that 
loose principle increasingly prevail, that we may yet walk 
together, tltoagh not one in doctrine, or agreed in practice. 
Now the end of true Government, and good order in the 
Churches, is the very contrary of this, being rather, that 
every hurtful thing may be removed, and that all may learn 
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to speak tlie same thing, yea, and " lie perfectly joined to- 
gether in the same mind and in the same judgment." 

In clone accordance herewith i-< one of the first paragraphs 
that we meet with in the first Section of this Chapter, 
entitled " Yearly Meeting." It is an abridgment of a larger 
extract which appeared in the previous editions, taken from 
the Epistle of 1718; and ia as follows:— 

"The intent and design of oar annuo.] assemblies, in their first 
constitution, was fur <i ijrml and ie- hihl;/ on rsi.jhl. and Chrittian 
care of Oik affair* of the Chan-he* piTtiiinins to our holy profession 
and Christian communion ; Unit. </ootl /inter, true love, unity, and 
concord mi tii in- j\t'i' I-/- ■'.'•//■//''■in:. -I 'i nd ,11 ■■in- 'i in I if among MS." 

After reading such a paragraph as this, especially in its 
extended form in the Edition of 1802, it will be evident 
that the right constitution of the Yearly Meeting was re- 
garded as a matter of great moment. At that time none 
were consider t'd acting members of it, but the Representatives, 
(for the qualifications of whom see the Minute of 1714, 1733, 
before quoted, page S'2,) together with "such Ministering 
friends as may bo in town, and the Correspondents or 
members of the Meeting for .Sufferings." By this means, 
the "great and weighty overnight" devolving upon that 
Meeting was well guarded : those only who were established 
in the Truth, tried and matured in its holy service, being 
esteemed eligible for its attendance and appointments. But 
alas ! in course of time, with the increase of outward ease, 
there was suffered to prevail, increasing dimness of spiritual 
vision, and decline of true judgment. Membership by birth 
became more and more accounted of, as a rule to go by, for 
entrance to Meetings for Discipline, until at length, in 1861, 
the weighty services of the Yearly Meeting have been fully 
opened and accommodated thereto. 

The Revised Minute providing for this, is one of the next 
that appears in tJris section; its opening sentenco being as 
follows : — 



" It is concluded that this Meeting c 



t of all the members o 
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the Quarterly and General Meetings in Great Britain; and of 
representatives from the Yearly Meuting in Ireland." 

The losses involved by, and the dangers incident to, a change 
bo radical as this, are truly manifold. For, constituted as the 
Society now is, it is inevitable, by the working of this rule, 
that the Yearly Meeting will become less and less of a 
religioits, and more and more of a merely popular, assembly. 
The fruit of it'; deliberations, even at its best, will be liable 
to fall, in an unripe state, an "untimely figs," by a want of 
constancy and settlement in the root of life. There is besides, 
great cause to dread, that tin: falkntivH, -unstable part in man, 
which should be silent in the churches, 'rill presume to speak 
therein with increitm.ng hohtmw. bringing forth confusion; 
trenching on, yea, and seducing from that holy liberty which 
alone is known where the Spirit of the Lord is, and where 
He, our hnly Head, doth sensibly preside. 

It is not a " voluntary humility,'' but an attentive, obedient 
ear to the calling of the Lord, which is approved in His 
holy sight, attended with the true "reward," and of value in 
the churches. The former tends to foster, the latter to 
subdue "the fleshly mind." 

It may be objected by some, that the adoption of this 
minute, altering and enlarging the constitution of the 
Yearly Meeting, was only making as a Rule, what bed been 
the long existing and acknowledged prrrctia in the convening 
and conduct of that Meeting. But this objection, it is 
believed, is not strictly correct; for even up to that time, the 
reins, though loosely held, were still in hand; and there 
remained a measure of restraint on all who were present at 
the Yearly Meeting, not constitutionally members of it, aa 
that in taking part in its proceedings, they no did, rather by 
sufferance than by right. Nov), this degree of check is 
surrendered as it were, beyond recoveiy. And it has been 
felt a matter of serious enquiry, bow did such a state of 
a develop t Lacking clear historical data, my appre- 
on of the case is this. When the doors of the Yearly 
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Meeting became more generally opened, it ' 
expedient to refer some of its more responsible business, — 
Correspondence, the Qoimral Episllo, .to,, to the special caw 
of the representatives, and other proper members, which 
body has been commonly culled "The Lai ^'Committee." But, 
in process of time, the sittings of 1.1 1 is ( Vim ml I toe were held 
open to the attendance of such, who, though not members of 
it, felt inclined to be present. And thus, by several grada- 
tions, the solemn responsibilities devolving on the Yearly 
Meeting, which was originally a convocation of the most 
experienced members, are now scattered upon every part of 
the Society, including the young, the untried, yea and t 
unfaithful also. 

In conformity with the revised Minute on the Constitution, 
another paragraph in this soot ion hns heon altered, by which 
the selection for the offices of clerk and assistants to the 
Yearly Meeting is made equally co-extensive, ill the following 



agreed that the representatives ahull meet at the close of 

tli'.' [ir.-i sitting 'if this nHT.-tiiiL' in enr\i yir.ir, anil shall, when so 
rinate a clerk and two assistants for the current year, 
tmjsl the. iiic-inbi-m of this meeting." 

In regard to which, it may truly be said, that if the 
former change of rule was both uncalled for and unwise; 
surely this was more so; and that a more evident 
hardly wanting, of a weak design in both cases, t 
those assemblies more easy arid attractive to the natui 
dispositions of our members. 



The Second Section, ''Quarterly M votings," is comparatively 
brief, but there is inserted a minute of 1852, recommending 
the appointment of Committees to attend the Monthly and 
particular Meetings within their limits, which is felt def 
not duly honouring the Divine direction in such e 
ments ; but proposing them too much by way of e.vpcrim 



The want of soundness in respect to a pure dependanee 
on the will and leadings forth of the Good Shepherd, will 
be rendered more evident by a comparison of this Minute, 
with those that were rejected, on the same subject, from the 
former edition*, especially the minute of 1773. 

In the Third Section, "Monthly Meetings," is the new 
minute on " Lending Meeting Houses," which has been 
before alluded to, see page 53. There are also four paragraphs 
on "Membership," each of which has the date of 1861 
annexed. The first has been altered, so as to exclude from 
consideration the manner in which parents were married. 
By this means, supposing that two members were married in 
a manner violating our principles and rules, and were not 
disowned in consequence, (heir children would, nevertheless, 
aha be members. 

The second paragraph may be said to be one of the beat of 
thesis new minutes, prepared by the Revising Committee, — 
stating a self-evident truth ; but failing to shew in what 
"the outward privileges of Christian fellowship" consist. If 
it be understood, that to attend and take part in Meetings 
for Discipline be one of them, such attendance, &c, is not 
correctly, and but too feebly described as a "privilege;" it 
being a service for the Lord, which none can rightly under- 
take, without the experience of His preparation. 

The third paragraph provides for the easy cutting off, of 
merely nominal members, the children of parents, who 
themselves have altogether withdrawn from the Society. 

The next four paragraphs are respecting " Non- Members." 
The First of these, dated 1704, appears to rest on solid and 
good ground, and provides that applicants for membership be 
not admitted, until "the innocency of their lives and con- 
versation first be manifested," and "the sincerity of their 
convincement of the truth of our religious principles," 
appears to the satisfaction of Monthly Meetings. 

The Second and Third I'ceonuiiend the extension of Chris- 
tian oversight and care over such children and young persons 
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a are related to Friends, but not in membership. But the 
public reading of any list of such which is also advised, one 
cannot but regard as fi doubtful measure. 

The Fourth or last paragraph, dated 1861, is almost like 
an opposite to the first, and appears one of the most unsatis- 
factory issues of the Yearly Meeting that I have met with; 
providing an it does, for the admission of children into 
membership, not as in the first case, upon the reality, but 
upon the probability of convince ment, by means of education. 
For when we take into account, that these admissions have 
no limit, to the more outward shelter of membership, but 
introduce all such into the exercise of the discipline up to 
the Yearly Meeting, without let or hindrance, the deadening 
influence of such a measure, however benevolent in design, 
is all the more to be apprehended. 

The next division of tlds section is on " Delinquencies ;" 
no particular forms of which are therein described, except 
the following :—tke persisteiU holding of gross doctrinal errors; 
habitual absence from our re/it/ioir* mtetmffs; skip-masters 
carrying guns for defence; Pfie*da fulirlcniing or selling 
instruments of war; and, culpable insolvency. The first of 
the extTactH given, has the three dates annexed to it of 
1782, 1801, 1861. But the first few lines of it are taken 
from a minute of 1743, for the whole of which, containing 
matter of great- am wqm/uee. see Edition 183-1, page 132 (33). 

The minute of 1861, on "Testimonies," is altogether new, 
and allows the preparation of such memorials for "Ministers 
and others, whose lives have been marked by devotedness to 
tlie cause of their Lord, and the, service of the Church." The 
free action of a Monthly Meeting in these cases is obstructed 
and embarrassed by a further provision in this minute, that 
any testimony prepared thereby, is liable to be altered, 
rejected, or displaced for another, at the discretion of the 
8ee Edition 1834, page 134 (15, 16). 



The concluding paragraph of the Seventh Section, is 
another of those minutes prepared by the Revising Com- 
mittee, and is characterised with doubtful and defective 
modern phraseology, designed to meet a languishing state of 
things, but in a way that cannot truly restore the life, the 
ancient power ; the decline of which is so mournfully 
evident. The minute is as follows ; — 

" Wf affectionately incite our friends upon whom the labours of our 
meetings for discipline may largely rest, to seek for ability to 
improve th(4e occasions, by the espivs.-ion ..f counsel or encourage- 
ment, or by the introduction of such subjects as may be profitably 
brought before their fellow members, and made the means of 
illustrating our religious principles. 
"Ami vie would entourage representatives, in reporting their 
attendance to the duties of their appointment, to embrace in their 
report information, even if but brief, of such parts of the 
proceedings of the Meeting to which they bad been deputed, as 
may conduce to the interest and profit of their friends." 1861. 

The shallow and artificial tendency of such a minute as 
this must be obvious. How different from the solid judgment, 
the weighty counsels of former days ! 

The next few sections, the 8th to 11th, respectively 
entitled, "Advices," " Queries," " Oversight," " Ministers 
and Elders and their Meetings," having been considerably 
treated of in the earlier parts of this work, do not appear to 
call for much additional remark in this place. 

In that on " Oversight," however, it should be noted that 
the first paragraph given, having the date of 1861 added to 
it, was condensed and altered in the late revision from three 
or four former extracts, with the following important passages 
omitted : — 

" And that such as act in opposition to the testimonies required of 
us by the Spirit and doctrines of Truth may be treated with love 
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»ud meekness, yet with holy firmness ; that the cause of truth 
may not he sniffled lo full, I.Kii.'ii.uli the remissness of those who 
are placed as watchmen on the walls of Zion." 
"Where private lahour may prove ineffectual, or the nature of a 

IB of delinquency may require it. such eases arc to lie reported 
due time to the Monthly Meeting. " 

In tie 11th section, on "Ministers and Elders," ifcc, there is 
a minute of 1855, respecting Friends in the ministry coming 
from America, which a|>]iears to be of an unduly fettering 
character. And here it may also be observed that another 
modern regulation, (see pages 20J, 189, in the 12th Section) 
making it needful for all nucli Friends to carry, as it were 
three certificates, cuinber.s every meeting for ])iseiplinewhieh 
they may attend with much reading and record respecting 
them ; moreover, an undue regard for written documents, 
tends to deprive as well as to excuse Monthly Meetings from 
feeling after the mind of Truth, as relates to the acceptance 
or otherwise, of those who travel and appear as Ministers 
among them. 



The Twelfth Section describes the constitution and 
services of the " Meetings for Sufferings;" a question truly 
of great moment to the present and future history of 
religious Society. The powers delegated to that Body, and 
the public action taken by it, are much amplified and 
changed in character from its first institution, and call for 
the close consideration, the watchful care of all concerned. 

The remainder of the book consists of seven Sectioi 
severally entitled the " National Stock," " Care of the Poor, 
"Marriage Regulations," "Regulations for recording Births 
and Deaths," " Removals," " Arbitration," " Appeals," and 
" Trust Property." Concerning these, no special further 
observations appear to be required. 
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In Conclusion, in a review of the whole work, whilst 
sensible of the great advantages both external and spiritual, 
which, through Divine mercy, are still continued to the 
rnemliers of this Society, my mind has been deeply affected 
in thus noting the great and manifold departures, from the 
pure doctrine, the holy zeal, and precious unity of the first 
Friends. And that which most of all tends to fill the heart 
with grief, and to diminish hope for a true restoration, is 
the fact, that so many of these departures have been brought 
about by false promises of improvement, and by pretensions 
of return to first principles. 

The Yearly Meeting of 1861, referring in the General 
Epistle of that year, to the issue of the New Edition of the 
Rules of Discipline and Advices, was evidently much 
overcome with this false hope, too iihii.Ii claiming an equality 
of faith with the early Friends, and reflecting on the inter- 
mediate periods of our history. 

But truly, indeed, when we call to mind the several parts 
omitted, in that revision, — the counsels modified and altered, 
together with the new Extracts, now for the first time 
appearing in the body of the work, there is no escape from 
the sorrowful conclusion, that so far from "holding fast" 
to the covenant (if lir.-f. pniii'li'li-s, wasting and destruction 
have been within our borders: and it cannot now be 
said as in 1783, "We are the same people our forefathers 
were, in faith, in doiJrine, in woruhip, m ministry," or "in 
discipline." 
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O that it may please Him, the gracious God of our fathers, 
with whom is long suffering towards all that err, and the 
balm of true healing for the wounds of Jacob, — to remember 
for good the cries of a tribulated remnant, cover them with 
His Divine protection, and keep them steadfast in His holy 
covenant. And may He yet be pleased to turn His hand upon 
us, who are the children of this People, leading us together 
to judgment, even the judgment of His truth ; that a true 
confessing and forsaking may be wrought amongst us ; and 
the things which have spoiled us themselves be spoiled. So 
shall the evil be overcome with good, and the smile of Divine 
favour once more be seen upon the borders of our heritage. 
To Him be glory and dominion in the Churches, by Christ 
Jesus, for evermore ! 



JOHN BELLOWS, PRINTER, GLOUCESTER. 



